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hand, you’re trying to aid the very people 
that have been suffering and killed as a 
result? 

President Bush. No, I don’t see a con-
tradiction in us honoring commitments we 
made prior to Hizballah attacks into Israeli 
territory. And I—like the Prime Minister, 
I’m concerned about loss of innocent life, 
and we will do everything we can to help 
move equipment—I mean, food and medi-
cines to help the people who have been 
displaced and the people who suffer. 

Prime Minister Maliki. Yes. I do not re-
duce the risk and the danger of the reli-
gious feelings, especially through some of 
the organizations that are trying to promote 
this hatred. And there are—some of the 
events are on the basis of religious divide, 
but I would like to assure the political, 
religious leaders, and civil societies that the 
Iraqi parties, politicians, religious leaders 
are rising to their responsibility and are 
condemning those who are cooperating 
with Al Qaida and those who are trying 
to start a civil war. 

The one—the most important element in 
the security plan is to curb the religious 
violence, because we will not allow any 
Iraqis to use this background. This is one 
of the main objective of the security plan. 

It is the policy of the Government: There 
is no killing or discrimination against any-
one. Everything is by law and everything 
based on the Constitution and the law. The 
Government responsibility is to protect all 
Iraqis, regardless of their ethnic or religious 
background. It’s important to say that we 
are shedding the light against those who 
are calling for sectarian religious, because 
we feel that this is a great danger to Iraq. 
And, God willing, there will be no civil 
war in Iraq. 

Thank you very much. 
President Bush. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 11:27 a.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. In his remarks, he referred to 
Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force— 
Iraq; Lt. Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, USA, 
commander, Multi-National Security Transi-
tion Command—Iraq and NATO Training 
Mission—Iraq; and Prime Minister Fuad 
Siniora of Lebanon. A reporter referred to 
Gen. John P. Abizaid, USA, commander, 
U.S. Central Command. Prime Minister 
Maliki and some reporters spoke in Arabic, 
and their remarks were translated by an in-
terpreter. 

Statement on Senate Passage of Legislation Concerning the Transportation 
of Minors Across State Lines 
July 25, 2006 

Transporting minors across State lines to 
bypass parental consent laws regarding 
abortion undermines State law and jeopard-
izes the lives of young women. To combat 
this dangerous practice, the Senate today 
passed the ‘‘Child Custody Protection Act,’’ 
which penalizes those who unlawfully at-
tempt to circumvent parental notification 
requirements. 

I appreciate the Senate’s efforts to pre-
serve the integrity of State law and protect 
our Nation’s families. I look forward to the 
House and Senate resolving their dif-
ferences in conference and sending this leg-
islation for my signature. 

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 403. 
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Remarks at a Lunch With Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq and 
Military Personnel at Fort Belvoir, Virginia 
July 26, 2006 

President Bush. Thank you all for such 
gracious hospitality. I thought I would drop 
by with the Prime Minister of Iraq. [Laugh-
ter] I wanted him to be with some of the 
finest citizens in the United States of 
America. 

I appreciate our Ambassador to Iraq join-
ing us today, Zal Khalilzad. Mr. Ambas-
sador, thank you for coming. Ambassador 
Sumaydi, from Iraq to the United States, 
is with us. Ambassador, thank you for com-
ing. I appreciate the Members of the 
United States Senate who have joined us, 
Senator Warner and Senator Allen. Thank 
you all for being here. I appreciate you 
joining us. I want to thank Congressman 
Jim Moran and Congressman Tom Davis 
for joining us. 

Mr. Prime Minister, obviously, Members 
of the United States Congress are inter-
ested in you. [Laughter] They’re also inter-
ested in the United States military. And 
they know what I know, that anytime we’ve 
got a man or woman in uniform in harm’s 
way, they deserve all the possible support 
necessary to complete the mission. 

I want to thank Colonel Lauritzen and 
all the folks who made this visit possible. 
It’s an honor to be here, and it’s an honor 
to be with the family members of our 
troops. 

Mr. Prime Minister, when I speak to our 
troops, I also talk to their loved ones, be-
cause you can’t have a strong United States 
military without the support of the military 
families. Our troops have sacrificed, and 
as they have done so, so have our military 
families. And so today we pay respect for 
the men and women who wear the uniform 
and their loved ones. We’re proud of you. 

There’s no better place to come than 
Fort Belvoir, Mr. Prime Minister, because 
here there are some 120 military com-
mands representing the Army, Navy, Air 

Force, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard, all 
branches of the United States military who 
have served with distinction in fighting the 
terrorists who would like to do us harm 
and prevent your good country from be-
coming a democracy. 

I tell our folks that success in Iraq is 
necessary for the security of the United 
States, and it’s necessary for the peace of 
the world. One of the things that—one of 
the lessons we can learn from history is 
that freedom and liberty and democracies 
have got the capacity to convert enemies 
into allies and to lay the foundation for 
peace. 

Now, Mr. Prime Minister, we were deep-
ly moved when 12 million of your citizens 
went to the polls last December. It was 
really a remarkable statement, wasn’t it? 
Twelve million citizens, who at one time 
had lived under the thumb of a brutal ty-
rant, went to the polls and said, ‘‘We want 
to be free.’’ And out of that election, Mr. 
Prime Minister, you and your Government 
have emerged. 

We respect the fact that your Govern-
ment represents the will of the Iraqi peo-
ple. One thing the Prime Minister told me 
getting out of the limousine, after having 
flown on the helicopter—[laughter]—was 
that he longs for the day when the Iraqi 
children can live in a hopeful society. That’s 
what he wants. He wants the Iraqi people 
to enjoy the benefits that most people in 
other countries enjoy. It is a simple concept 
in many ways, yet is profound, because my 
reaction upon hearing his words was, this 
man will succeed if he cares first and fore-
most about the people and the condition 
of the Iraqi people. If he’s the kind of 
leader like I know he is, who cares about 
generations of Iraqis to come, he will be 
successful. 
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