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Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget
Amendments for the Department of Health and Human Services

July 18, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed FY 2007 Budget amendments for
the Department of Health and Human
Services to enhance the preparedness and
response capabilities of the agency based
primarily on the findings of the Federal
Response to Hurricane Katrina: Lessons
Learned report of February 2006. The total

discretionary budget authority in my FY
2007 Budget would not be increased by
these requests.

The details of this proposal are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Departure of American Citizens From

Lebanon
July 18, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Hostilities involving Israeli military forces
and Hezbollah terrorists in Lebanon com-
menced on July 12, 2006, and have in-
cluded military operations in the vicinity
of the U.S. Embassy in Beirut.

Although there is no evidence that Amer-
icans are being directly targeted, the secu-
rity situation has deteriorated and now pre-
sents a potential threat to American citizens
and the U.S. Embassy. On July 14, the
Department of State first requested De-
partment of Defense assistance to support
the departure of American citizens from
Lebanon. On July 15, U.S. military heli-
copters temporarily deployed to Cyprus. On
July 16, these combat-equipped helicopters
delivered to U.S. Embassy, Beirut, a con-
tingent of U.S. military personnel who will
assist in planning and conducting the de-
parture from Lebanon of U.S. Embassy
personnel and citizens and designated third
country personnel. The helicopters also
transported U.S. citizens from Beirut to Cy-
prus. It is expected that these helicopters
will continue to provide support to the Em-
bassy, including for the departure of addi-

1420

tional personnel from Lebanon. It is likely
that additional combat-equipped U.S. mili-
tary forces may be deployed to Lebanon
and Cyprus and other locations, as nec-
essary, in order to support further efforts
to assist in the departure of persons from
Lebanon and to provide security.

These actions are being undertaken sole-
ly for the purpose of protecting American
citizens and property. United States forces
will redeploy as soon as it is determined
that the threat to U.S. citizens and property
has ended and the departure of any per-
sons, as necessary, is completed.

I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive. I am providing this
report as part of my efforts to keep the
Congress informed, consistent with the War
Powers Resolution.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH
NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-

nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Ted Stevens, President pro
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