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July 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget 
Amendments for the Department of Health and Human Services 
July 18, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed FY 2007 Budget amendments for 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services to enhance the preparedness and 
response capabilities of the agency based 
primarily on the findings of the Federal 
Response to Hurricane Katrina: Lessons 
Learned report of February 2006. The total 

discretionary budget authority in my FY 
2007 Budget would not be increased by 
these requests. 

The details of this proposal are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Departure of American Citizens From 
Lebanon 
July 18, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Hostilities involving Israeli military forces 

and Hezbollah terrorists in Lebanon com-
menced on July 12, 2006, and have in-
cluded military operations in the vicinity 
of the U.S. Embassy in Beirut. 

Although there is no evidence that Amer-
icans are being directly targeted, the secu-
rity situation has deteriorated and now pre-
sents a potential threat to American citizens 
and the U.S. Embassy. On July 14, the 
Department of State first requested De-
partment of Defense assistance to support 
the departure of American citizens from 
Lebanon. On July 15, U.S. military heli-
copters temporarily deployed to Cyprus. On 
July 16, these combat-equipped helicopters 
delivered to U.S. Embassy, Beirut, a con-
tingent of U.S. military personnel who will 
assist in planning and conducting the de-
parture from Lebanon of U.S. Embassy 
personnel and citizens and designated third 
country personnel. The helicopters also 
transported U.S. citizens from Beirut to Cy-
prus. It is expected that these helicopters 
will continue to provide support to the Em-
bassy, including for the departure of addi-

tional personnel from Lebanon. It is likely 
that additional combat-equipped U.S. mili-
tary forces may be deployed to Lebanon 
and Cyprus and other locations, as nec-
essary, in order to support further efforts 
to assist in the departure of persons from 
Lebanon and to provide security. 

These actions are being undertaken sole-
ly for the purpose of protecting American 
citizens and property. United States forces 
will redeploy as soon as it is determined 
that the threat to U.S. citizens and property 
has ended and the departure of any per-
sons, as necessary, is completed. 

I have taken this action pursuant to my 
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief 
and Chief Executive. I am providing this 
report as part of my efforts to keep the 
Congress informed, consistent with the War 
Powers Resolution. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Ted Stevens, President pro 
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tempore of the Senate. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on July 19. 

Remarks on Signing the Fetus Farming Prohibition Act and Returning 
Without Approval to the House of Representatives the ‘‘Stem Cell 
Research Enhancement Act of 2005’’ 
July 19, 2006 

Good afternoon. Congress has just passed 
and sent to my desk two bills concerning 
the use of stem cells in biomedical re-
search. These bills illustrate both the prom-
ise and perils we face in the age of bio-
technology. In this new era, our challenge 
is to harness the power of science to ease 
human suffering without sanctioning the 
practices that violate the dignity of human 
life. 

In 2001, I spoke to the American people 
and set forth a new policy on stem cell 
research that struck a balance between the 
needs of science and the demands of con-
science. When I took office, there was no 
Federal funding for human embryonic stem 
cell research. Under the policy I announced 
5 years ago, my administration became the 
first to make Federal funds available for 
this research, yet only on embryonic stem 
cell lines derived from embryos that had 
already been destroyed. My administration 
has made available more than $90 million 
for research on these lines. This policy has 
allowed important research to go forward 
without using taxpayer funds to encourage 
the further deliberate destruction of human 
embryos. 

One of the bills Congress has passed 
builds on the progress we have made over 
the last 5 years, so I signed it into law. 
Congress has also passed a second bill that 
attempts to overturn the balanced policy 
I set. This bill would support the taking 
of innocent human life in the hope of find-
ing medical benefits for others. It crosses 

a moral boundary that our decent society 
needs to respect, so I vetoed it. 

Like all Americans, I believe our Nation 
must vigorously pursue the tremendous 
possibility that science offers to cure dis-
ease and improve the lives of millions. We 
have opportunities to discover cures and 
treatments that were unthinkable genera-
tions ago. Some scientists believe that one 
source of these cures might be embryonic 
stem cell research. Embryonic stem cells 
have the ability to grow into specialized 
adult tissues, and this may give them the 
potential to replace damaged or defective 
cells or body parts and treat a variety of 
diseases. 

Yet we must also remember that embry-
onic stem cells come from human embryos 
that are destroyed for their cells. Each of 
these human embryos is a unique human 
life with inherent dignity and matchless 
value. We see that value in the children 
who are with us today. Each of these chil-
dren began his or her life as a frozen em-
bryo that was created for in vitro fertiliza-
tion but remained unused after the fertility 
treatments were complete. Each of these 
children was adopted while still an embryo 
and has been blessed with the chance to 
grow up in a loving family. 

These boys and girls are not spare parts. 
They remind us of what is lost when em-
bryos are destroyed in the name of re-
search. They remind us that we all begin 
our lives as a small collection of cells. And 
they remind us that in our zeal for new 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:45 Oct 01, 2010 Jkt 211655 PO 00000 Frm 00109 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\211655A.003 211655Arm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
29

S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T10:18:48-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




