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civil nuclear cooperation to address its en-
ergy requirements, and on further enhanc-
ing the global nonproliferation regime. We 
will continue to work together to strength-
en the global non-proliferation regime. 

We are especially concerned by the fail-
ure of the Iranian government to engage 
seriously on the proposals made by the P– 
5 countries and Germany. In this context, 
we stand fully behind the decision by For-
eign Ministers on July 12. We are seriously 
concerned by North Korea’s ballistic missile 
tests and urge it to return to a moratorium 
on such launches, to the Six-Party Talks, 
and to full implementation of the Sep-
tember 19, 2005 agreement. The United 
States and the Russian Federation are ac-
tively working for unity among the UN Se-
curity Council members on these sensitive 

issues. We will continue consultations with 
our G–8 partners to strengthen the global 
non-proliferation regime. 

Through our cooperation in the field of 
nuclear nonproliferation we seek to im-
prove the security of our own peoples and 
of all others in the world community. In 
doing so, we are building on the unique 
historic roles and responsibilities of the 
United States and the Russian Federation 
in nuclear science and technology, both 
military and civilian. We are united in our 
determination to help make the benefits 
of nuclear energy securely available to all 
for peaceful purposes. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Statement on the Landing of the Space Shuttle Discovery 
July 17, 2006 

On behalf of all Americans, I welcome 
home the crew of the space shuttle Dis-
covery from a safe and successful mission. 
Your courage and commitment to excel-
lence have inspired us all, and a proud 
Nation sends its congratulations on a job 
well done. The men and women of NASA 
have dedicated themselves to putting our 

space program back on track and imple-
menting our Nation’s vision for human and 
robotic space exploration. America’s space 
program is a source of great national pride, 
and this mission has been another impor-
tant accomplishment in advancing space 
science, human space flight, and space ex-
ploration. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Congressional Leaders and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
July 18, 2006 

The President. I just had the pleasure 
of briefing the key Members of the House 
and the Senate on my trip to St. Petersburg 
and to Germany. Thank you all for coming. 

You know, prior to my traveling to St. 
Petersburg, I thought the issue was going 
to be whether or not we could bring the 

world together to deal with North Korea 
and Iran. And by the way, during my stay 
there, we did get an unanimous United Na-
tions Security Council agreement on North 
Korea. And it was my pleasure to be able 
to thank the Chinese and the Russians and 
the Japanese and our European friends for 
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