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very much that everybody here, because
we have a common position in supporting
Lebanon and its democracy and supporting
the security of Israel, and supporting the
two-state solution, since we're agreed on
those basic fundamentals, we should be
able to agree on a position here. And I
think it would be a very good signal to
send out to the world at this moment that
we can agree to such a position.

I think that sometimes, for understand-
able reasons, there’s been a hesitation in
putting the real truth of this situation up
to people, and the fact is, there are those
out in that region, notably Iran and Syria,
who do not want this process of democra-
tization and peace and negotiations to suc-
ceed.

President Bush. Let me just say one
thing. You've triggered a brilliant thought.
[Laughter] A couple of points—Kofi Annan
is going to be here, and the United States,
as well, supports the mission in the region.
Secondly, of course, all of us care deeply
about the loss of innocent life. And in
thinking about that, I remember a year ago
what took place during the G-8 hosted by
Tony. There were terrorist attacks in Lon-
don, and there was a loss of innocent life.
And there was outrage, as there should
have been, and a determination to work
together to protect life.

And that same determination must be
applied to the Middle East as well. The

terrorists will do anything to achieve objec-
tives. They went into London subways.
Theyll fire rockets into Israel, all aiming
to disrupt, to destroy, to prevent free soci-
eties from flourishing, because they don't
agree with freedom. And the stakes are
high, and the stakes have been clarified
once again, during yet another G-8. And
Tony and I will call upon our fellow leaders
to come together and to make it clear that
we reject this kind of violence and that
we will be steadfast in our support of free-
dom.
Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 8:50 a.m. in
Cottage Nine at the Konstantinovsky Palace
Complex. In his remarks, he referred to
Ehud Goldwasser and Eldad Regev, Israeli
soldiers captured and held captive by mili-
tants in Lebanon since July 12; Prime Min-
ister Ehud Olmert of Israel; President
Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Author-
ity; and Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the
United Nations. A reporter referred to Baron
Michael A. Levy, Prime Minister Blair’s per-
sonal envoy to the Middle East, who was ar-
rested on July 12 in connection with a police
investigation into possible infringements of
honours and elections laws. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of
these remarks.
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President Bush. 1 want to thank Jacques
Chirac for coming over. It's always a pleas-
ure to visit with Jacques. He is a man who
is able to crystalize his thoughts, who is
able to discuss issues in a very clear way.

Obviously, were going to spend time
talking about the Middle East. The United
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States is proud to work with France on
Resolution 1559 of the United Nations,
which is a clear statement of principle and
concern about Lebanese democracy. I'm
confident that other leaders will look at the
spirit of 1559 and recognize that one way
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to help heal in the Middle East is to ad-
dress the root causes of the problems there,
and the root cause of the problem is
Hizballah and Syria and the Iranian con-
nection.

The President has taken a strong lead
on this issue in the past. We are in discus-
sions with his administration, and I'm con-
fident that we’ll be able to come up with
a clear position between France and the
United States on this vital issue.

I look forward to discussing other issues
with my friend Jacques Chirac. It's good
to be with you, sir. Thank you for coming
by.
yPresident Chirac. First of all, T just like
to say how delighted I am to have this
opportunity to meet with the American
President. And I note, albeit it, that this
has been difficult circumstances, as we have
been witnessing the sad events that have
been unfolding in the Middle East. But
I'm especially struck and delighted by the
fact that we share the same views of the
issues at stake here. We witness the tre-
mendous sadness, the hardship of the civil-
ian population in this region. You know
what longstanding ties France has always
had with Lebanon. And when I say “this
region,” I refer not only to Lebanon but,
of course, to what’s happening to the Pal-
estinians. So we would call—[inaudible]—
for a show of moderation on the part of
all parties involved, so that we can establish
the conditions of a long-lasting, lasting
cease-fire in the region.

Now, I entirely agree with the American
President in what he said about supporting
the U.N. mission, which is designed, among
other things, to ensure the release of the
Israeli soldiers being detained right now
both by Hizballah and by Hamas and put
an end to the firing of Kassam rockets.

Now, with respect to Gaza, which is a
separate issue from that of Lebanon, we
feel that it is essential—it is of the es-
sence—that we renew dialog with
Mahmoud Abbas.

Now, as regards Lebanon, I couldn't
agree more with President Bush in saying
that what is at the heart of this is the
to-the-letter implementation of Security
Council Resolution 1559. That is what must
be done forthwith. And we must stop all
those who are at present engaging in jeop-
ardizing the security, the stability, and au-
thority of Lebanon.

President Bush. Thank you all. Thank
you, sir.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:14 a.m. in
Cottage Nine at the Konstantinovsky Palace
Complex. President Chirac referred to Ehud
Goldwasser and Eldad Regev, Israeli soldiers
captured and held captive by militants in
Lebanon since July 12; President Mahmoud
Abbas of the Palestinian Authority. President
Chirac spoke in French, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. A tape was
not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.
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President Bush. Mr. President, thank you
for coming by to say hello. I remember
fondly your visit to Washington, DC, a very
successful trip to our Nation’s Capital and

other parts of our country. I want to thank
you for the discussion we've had today.

The United Nations Security Council
unanimously passed a resolution dealing
with the North Korean issue, and I want
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