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proud to be an Allen-Edmonds customer, 
and I’m proud to be here at this factory, 
and thanks for having me. 

Mr. Stollenwerk. Thank you. 
The President. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Stollenwerk. And a paying customer 

at that. 
The President. Oh, yes. [Laughter] Part 

of the accountability system in Washington. 
[Laughter] Thank you all. 

Q. Do you have a comment on India? 
The President. No comments today. 

Thank you very much. Thank you. Good 
to see you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:24 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to John J. 
Stollenwerk, president and chief executive 
officer, Allen-Edmonds Shoe Corp. 

Remarks at a Reception for Gubernatorial Candidate Mark Green in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
July 11, 2006 

Thanks for coming. Thanks for the intro-
duction. Thanks for supporting the next 
Governor of Wisconsin, Mark Green. 

I know a little something about what it 
means to be a Governor and a chief execu-
tive officer of government. Here is what 
you need: You need somebody who knows 
how to set an agenda; you need somebody 
who knows how to achieve the agenda; you 
need somebody who can get results without 
worrying about public opinion polls; you 
need somebody who stands on principle; 
you need somebody who shoots straight 
with the people. And that person is Mark 
Green. 

There is no doubt in my mind he will 
be a great Governor for Wisconsin. I got 
to know him; this isn’t the first time I’ve 
been with him before. I’ve seen him in 
action in Washington, DC. He is a highly 
respected Member of the United States 
Congress. People trust his word. When he 
says something, he means it. He is a posi-
tive influence in Washington, DC. He can 
bring people together, which is what you 
need in this State. He is an honorable, de-
cent man, and I am proud to stand with 
him as he runs for Governor. I want to 
thank you all for supporting him. 

I know something about running; you 
cannot win unless your friends step up. And 

tonight you have stepped up. And I know 
Mark is grateful, and so am I, for coming 
tonight. So, thanks for being here. 

You can’t run for Governor unless you 
have a wife who loves you and a family 
standing with you. And the Green family 
is a fine, fine family. I want to thank Sue 
for being here and Rachel and Anna and 
Alex. 

I was also proud to have met Jeremy 
and Elizabeth Green, the mom and dad. 
The mom kind of reminded me of my 
mom—[laughter]—constantly reminding 
Mark, you know, what to do, how to say 
it. [Laughter] I said, ‘‘Are you listening to 
her?’’ He said, ‘‘Yes, all the time.’’ I said, 
‘‘Then you’re going to win.’’ Thank you all 
for being here. 

And by the way, Laura sends her love 
to the Greens. If you really need help com-
ing down the stretch, I suggest you invite 
Laura to come here to Wisconsin. She’ll 
help you win. She’s a great First Lady. 

We’re having the time of our lives, by 
the way, and it really helps to—well, I have 
a 45-second commute. [Laughter] And it 
helps to commute to a home where there’s 
somebody you respect and love there. And 
she sends her best. She knows what I 
know, that you can’t win in politics alone. 
And so for those who have given money, 
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thanks. And for those of you who are kind 
of warming up for the campaign, thanks 
in advance for what you’re going to do, 
which is to put up the signs, knock on 
the doors, get on the telephones; go to 
your churches, community centers, your 
synagogues, your houses of worship and 
say, you’ve got a good, decent man in Mark 
Green who can lead this State. 

So thanks for being here. It means a 
lot to Mark, and it means a lot to me. 
I’m traveling over from Washington, by the 
way, with another fine public servant from 
Wisconsin, and that’s Congressman Paul 
Ryan. 

By the way, we’re working on an impor-
tant piece of legislation in Washington. 
That is to give the President the oppor-
tunity to kind of take some of these special 
interest spending out of these spending 
bills. We call it the line-item veto. It’s one 
way to bring some fiscal sanity to Wash-
ington, DC. It’s one way to make sure that 
people don’t play politics with your money. 
Interestingly enough, the bill passed the 
United States House of Representatives, 
and the bill sponsor was this fine Member 
from Wisconsin, Paul Ryan. I want to thank 
you for your leadership. 

Green’s leaving the House, and he’s 
going to be succeeded by speaker John 
Gard. And I want to thank you for running, 
and I wish you all the very best in your 
run for the United States Congress, Mr. 
Speaker. You’ll make a fine Member of the 
House of Representatives. 

I want to thank all the local officials who 
are here in the statehouse. By the way, 
if you’re a member of the statehouse, a 
senator or representative, you’re fixing to 
have a sea change when Mark wins the 
governorship. You’re going to find some-
body that’s going to be a joy to work with, 
somebody who will make an agenda, a clear 
agenda, somebody who is making decisions 
based upon sound principles. So I look for-
ward on your behalf to get yourself a new 
Governor for the State of Wisconsin. 

I want to thank the grassroots leaders 
who are here. First of all, Margaret Farrow 
is here, former Lieutenant Governor. Mar-
garet, thank you for coming. I appreciate 
you being here. Good to see you again. 
I’ve spent some quality time here in the 
State of Wisconsin. Some of my most fond 
memories campaigning in 2000 and 2004 
were in this State. And I had the honor 
of getting to know Margaret. So it’s great 
to see you. Thanks for coming. Thanks for 
helping the next Governor. He needs your 
help. 

I want the thank Rick Graber, who is 
the chairman of the Republican Party of 
Wisconsin. He is a good friend of mine 
and a good man. I want to thank Mary 
Buestrin, and I want to thank Klauser, Jim 
Klauser and thank all the grassroots activists 
again for coming. 

These are historic times in which we live. 
And I’m glad to have had Congressman 
Green in Washington, DC, during a time 
where the President has had to make some 
tough decisions and the country has been 
through some tough times. We are a nation 
at war. I wish I could report differently. 
But you need to have a President and you 
need to have leaders who see the world 
the way it is, not the way we would hope 
it would be. And my biggest job, and the 
biggest job of people in Washington, DC, 
is to protect the American people from fur-
ther attack. And the way to do that is to 
stay on the offense, to give the enemy no 
quarter, and to bring them to justice before 
they hurt us again, and that’s precisely what 
this administration will continue to do. 

Iraq is a part of the war on terror. It’s 
the central front in the war on terror, and 
the reason it’s a central front is because 
the enemy that attacked us has made it 
clear they would like to have a safe haven 
from which to attack us again. I didn’t 
make this up. I’m just telling you what 
the enemy has said. In order to make sure 
this country is secure, you better have a 
Commander in Chief who listens carefully 
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to what the enemy says and takes them 
seriously, which I do. 

By the way, just so you know, when 
you’re the Chief Executive Officer, you 
make a lot of decisions. And 9/11 affected 
my decisionmaking a lot. I vowed that the 
country would do everything—we would do 
everything to protect the country. I meant 
what I said. Iraq is part of protecting the 
country—not to revisit a lot of history. 

But one of the lessons of September the 
11th is when this Nation sees a threat, it 
must take these threats seriously before 
they fully materialize. That’s a lesson we 
must learn and we must not forget. And 
we saw a threat; Republicans and Demo-
crats saw a threat in Saddam Hussein. After 
all, he had attacked his neighbors. He had 
used weapons of mass destruction. At the 
very least, he had the capacity to make 
weapons of mass destruction. He had ter-
rorist connections. He was shooting at 
American pilots. The decision I made was 
the right decision. America is safer and the 
world is better off without Saddam Hussein 
in power. 

The enemy believes we’re weak. That’s 
what they say. They believe we’ll lose our 
nerve. They believe it’s just a matter of 
time before we pull out of Iraq. The stakes 
in Iraq are incredibly high. But we’ve got 
some things going for us. We’ve got a fan-
tastic United States military. And I want 
to thank Mark Green and Brian for sup-
porting these men and women. Listen, any 
time you have a man or a woman in uni-
form in harm’s way, they deserve the full 
support of the United States Government. 
And thanks to these good Congressmen and 
this administration, we’ve given them the 
full support of the United States Govern-
ment. 

We also have 12 million people in Iraq 
who say, ‘‘I want to live in freedom.’’ I 
know it seems like an eternity since the 
elections last December. I guess it’s be-
cause we’ve got too many TV channels that 
things seem to move real quick. But it 
wasn’t all that long ago that the people, 

when given the chance, went to the polls 
and said, ‘‘We want to be free. We want 
to live in a Iraqi-style democracy. Just give 
us a chance.’’ That’s what they said. 

And there are a group of killers, cold-
blooded killers, that are trying to stop the 
advance of this young democracy. That’s 
what they’re trying to do. You got to ask 
yourself, what kind of people fear democ-
racy? Who wouldn’t want people to worship 
freely? What is the mindset where you 
can’t go to the public square and express 
yourself openly? It’s the same mindset that 
wants to attack us for what we believe in. 

We’re not going to lose in Iraq. As a 
matter of fact, we will win in Iraq so long 
as we stay the course. Twelve million peo-
ple have voted. They’ve now got a unity 
government. 

I went over there and saw the man, 
Prime Minister Maliki. You know what I 
was looking for? I was looking for, do we 
have someone there who can set an agenda; 
somebody who can follow through; some-
body who is dedicated to a government of, 
by, and for the people. And I found a cou-
rageous man there. And he’s wondering, 
he’s wondering when he hears all the rhet-
oric in Washington, DC, and around the 
country, he’s wondering whether the 
United States can keep its word. And I 
told him this, I said, ‘‘So long as you’re 
willing to make the tough decisions, so long 
as you’re willing to represent the people, 
the United States of America will keep our 
word.’’ 

It’s in our interest we succeed in Iraq. 
And we’re going to succeed in Iraq. And 
when we succeed in Iraq, we’ll be a power-
ful example of freedom in the heart of the 
Middle East. 

You know, you might have noticed re-
cently that I went to Graceland—that’s 
Elvis’s place—[laughter]—with Prime Min-
ister Koizumi. I think that’s really inter-
esting. I think we need to put that visit 
in perspective about what we’re talking 
about and the hard decisions we’ve made 
in Washington, DC. 
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You see, 60 years ago my dad, and I’m 
sure some of your relatives, fought the Jap-
anese. They were the sworn enemy of the 
United States of America. A lot of people 
lost their lives in that war, a lot. 

By the way, as you might recall, they 
attacked us at Pearl Harbor. We lost more 
people on 9/11 than we did in Pearl Har-
bor. And yet 60 years later, after fighting 
this bloody war, I go to Graceland with 
Prime Minister Koizumi. Something hap-
pened. And what happened in between that 
war and today was the Japanese adopted 
a Japanese-style democracy. 

Democracies yield the peace we want. 
And guess what we talked about after we 
got past talking about Elvis? [Laughter] We 
talked about North Korea. I congratulated 
Prime Minister Koizumi for committing 
1,000 troops into Iraq to help this young 
democracy. And he did so because he 
knows what I know: The best way to defeat 
the terrorists in the short run is to find 
them and bring them to justice and to pre-
vent them from having safe haven. The best 
way to defeat them in the long run is the 
spread of liberty. Freedom yields the peace 
we want. Freedom is able to convert. Lib-
erty has the capacity of converting an 
enemy into an ally, and someday an Amer-
ican president will be talking with a duly 
elected leader of Iraq and talking about 
the peace. 

We’re doing the hard work necessary to 
protect ourselves, and we’re doing the hard 
work of supporting young democracies. So 
we’re laying the foundation of peace for 
generations to come. And I appreciate the 
vision and strength and courage of Mark 
Green on this tough issue. 

So today I had an interesting announce-
ment to make, and that is that the pro-
jected deficit of 423 billion is now down 
to 296 billion in one year. It now means 
the deficit is 2.3 percent of GDP, which 
is about average over the last 40 years. 
What’s interesting about that announce-
ment is that we were able to achieve deficit 
reduction primarily because the revenues 

increased in spite of the fact that we cut 
taxes. 

You might remember the history of this 
administration and working with Mark—he 
understands that and so does Ryan—that 
we’ve been through a recession and cor-
porate scandals, a stock market correction, 
an attack on the United States of America, 
two wars—two battles in theaters to defend 
ourselves—Afghanistan and Iraq, major nat-
ural disasters, high energy prices. And yet 
this economy of ours is strong, and we in-
tend to keep it that way. 

And one of the reasons it’s strong and 
one of the reasons we recovered is because 
we cut the taxes. We cut the taxes on 
small-business people. We cut the taxes on 
workers. We cut the taxes on families rais-
ing children. We cut the taxes on dividends. 
We cut the taxes on capital gains. 

I was at Allen-Edmonds today; we accel-
erated depreciation, which caused him to 
buy more equipment, which makes him an 
incredibly, productive, competitive com-
pany. Cutting the taxes works. It makes 
this economy strong. 

You need a Governor who will cut the 
taxes in Wisconsin. Mark Green is that 
Governor. 

You know, it’s amazing, the rhetoric in 
Washington is beyond belief at times. They 
say in order to solve the deficit, you’ve 
got to raise taxes. We just proved them 
wrong. In order to solve the deficit, you 
cut taxes, you increase economic vitality, 
which yields more taxes. That’s how it 
works. You need a tax cutter as your Gov-
ernor here. It’s just a philosophical dif-
ference, by the way, between people like 
myself and others, me and Mark and oth-
ers. And it’s this: We trust you with your 
money. Who best to spend your money? 
You? Or the government? 

We believe that you can best spend your 
money. Do you realize the tax cuts we 
passed left $1.1 trillion in the hands of 
workers and small-business owners and en-
trepreneurs and farmers? 
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And I made the point today: You have 
clearly shown that you can spend your 
money better than the Federal Government 
can, and therefore, our economy is strong. 
It’s the envy of the world. One thing we’ve 
got to do in Washington, DC, is to make 
sure that we continue to grow. And one 
good way to do that is to make the tax 
cuts permanent. 

The other equation in reducing the def-
icit, by the way, is to make sure we’re wise 
about how we spend your money. You need 
a Governor who knows how to set prior-
ities. I appreciate working with the Speaker 
and the leader in the Senate; we’ve set 
priorities. I told you what the priorities are. 
It’s defending this country and giving our 
troops what they need to win the war on 
terror. Beyond that, believe it or not, we’ve 
actually cut discretionary spending on non- 
homeland and defense spending. 

We’re doing a good job about watching 
your money. And it’s hard work. 
Everybody’s got a good idea. Every pro-
gram sounds fantastic. You’ve got to make 
sure you’ve got a good fiscal hawk in your 
Governor’s seat. You’ve got to have some-
body who’s willing to take on the sacred 
cow. Somebody’s asking, ‘‘Do these pro-
grams produce results?’’ Somebody who is 
willing to look beyond the title of the pro-
gram to determine whether or not they’re 
delivering result for the people. Mark 
Green is that kind of guy. He’s going to 
do you a fine job as the Governor when 
it comes to watching your money. 

This is a little off subject here, but the 
biggest problem we got in the long term 
is dealing with these entitlement programs 
that we can’t pay for; that’s Medicare and 
Social Security and Medicaid. If you’re an 
older person, you’re in good shape. If 
you’re a younger person who is just work-
ing, you’re in lousy shape. And I can’t wait 
to work with Congress to solve the Social 
Security and Medicare issue. 

One reason I ran for office is to solve 
problems and not pass them on to other 
Presidents and other Members of Congress. 

It’s time for the United States Congress 
to stop playing politics with Social Security 
and Medicare so a young generation of 
Americans can look at these entitlement 
programs and say, ‘‘I’m not putting my 
money into a black hole.’’ And it’s hard 
work. 

It’s hard work, but I’m confident we can 
get it done. I’m going to keep working it. 
That’s what the people expect us to do. 
And I appreciate Congressman Ryan. He’s 
not afraid to take on the tough issues— 
that’s the kind of person you want in Wash-
ington, DC—and neither is Mark Green. 
You see, you’ve got to have somebody in 
the Governor’s chair who sees a tough issue 
and says, ‘‘I’m going to take it on; that’s 
why I ran.’’ You’ve got too many people 
in politics who say, ‘‘Well, it might affect 
my poll numbers and therefore, I’m going 
to duck it.’’ I just can’t imagine people 
running for office and saying I’m going the 
duck the tough issue. 

You’ve got to have you a Governor who 
is willing to stand up and make the tough 
calls. And Mark Green is that man. He 
also understands this. I used to tell people 
when I was the Governor of Texas that 
education is to a State what national de-
fense is to the Federal Government. I real-
ly believe that a Governor has got to make 
education the number-one priority of the 
State. And Mark Green is going to do that. 

I worked with him on passing the No 
Child Left Behind Act, and this is a power-
ful piece of legislation and necessary re-
form. Here’s the way it works: It says, first 
of all, that we believe everybody can learn 
to read and write and add and subtract, 
and we refuse to accept a system that 
doesn’t hold people to account if they’re 
not learning to read and write and add 
and subtract. We said in Washington, DC, 
if you’re going to receive Federal money, 
which States do, that we expect you, the 
State, to measure to determine whether we 
are achieving certain objectives. 

There was a huge howl, of course, when 
you lay that kind of initiative out there. 
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People said, ‘‘How dare you measure.’’ And 
my answer is, how dare we not measure. 
How can you expect the school system to 
be good unless you’re willing to test to 
see whether or not children are learning 
to read and write and add and subtract. 
And guess what happens, by the way, in 
a school system that has no accountability? 
Guess who loses? Generally inner-city kids 
or parents who don’t speak English as a 
first language. 

See, it’s easy to quit on those kinds of 
children. It’s easy just to shuffle them 
through the grades: say, ‘‘When you’re 10, 
you’re supposed to be here; if you’re 11, 
you’re supposed to be in this grade.’’ We 
blew the whistle on that kind of soft bigotry 
of low expectations. We said we were going 
to measure to determine whether or not 
the schools are succeeding. And if they’re 
not succeeding, we’re going to make sure 
a child gets extra help early, before it gets 
too late. 

I know there’s a big debate here about 
school choice, and there should be a de-
bate. And it’s an important debate. And 
my attitude is, when you find a child 
trapped in a school that will not teach and 
will not change, you have got to give par-
ents other options. 

In Mark Green you’ll have a Governor 
who’s willing to challenge the status quo 
in education, a Governor who’s willing to 
insist upon high standards and excellence 
in the classroom, a Governor who will not 
rest if he finds children trapped in medioc-
rity. He understands that the future of a 
State depends upon the State’s capacity to 
provide an excellent education for every 
child regardless of what he or she looks 
like. And that’s the Governor Mark Green’s 
going to be. 

I bet the doctors in this State can’t wait 
to get yourself a Governor who’s willing 
to support medical liability reform. You 
can’t have good health care; you cannot 
have affordable and available health care 
if you have a liability system that has run 
amok. And I know how tough these trial 

lawyers are in some of these States. I took 
them on in the State of Texas. And you 
need to have a Governor, for the sake of 
good medicine, for the sake of affordable 
medicine, for the sake of patients, and for 
the sake of needed professionals, to stand 
up to the trial bar and pass medical liability 
reform. And Mark Green is going to do 
that. 

I think you can tell I’m quite enthusiastic 
about him. [Laughter] I do want to con-
clude by saying this about Mark: He and 
I understand that government is limited in 
its capacity to love. I mean government— 
you can pass laws, and you can hold people 
to account. And government is justice, as 
it should be. Government is fairness. But 
government can’t put hope in a person’s 
heart or a sense of purpose in a person’s 
life. That happens when a loving person 
puts their arm around a lost soul and says, 
‘‘I love you, brother,’’ or, ‘‘I love you, sister. 
What can I do to help?’’ 

I think the State of Wisconsin will ben-
efit mightly from having a person as Gov-
ernor who is willing to rally the faith-based 
community and community center groups 
to do their duty to help change Wisconsin 
one heart and one soul and one conscience 
at a time. 

Our society should not fear the involve-
ment of faith in helping to cure some of 
the intractable social ills. We ought to have 
leaders who welcome those who’ve heard 
the universal call to love a neighbor just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself, to make 
your State as good as it can possibly be. 
And that Governor is going to be Governor 
Mark Green. Thank you all for coming to-
night. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:51 p.m. at 
the Hilton Milwaukee City Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Mary Buestrin, national 
committeewoman, Republican Party of Wis-
consin; James R. Klauser, former secretary 
of the Wisconsin Department of Administra-
tion; former President Saddam Hussein and 
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Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq; and 
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in Mumbai, India 
July 11, 2006 

On behalf of the American people, Laura 
and I send our deepest condolences to the 
friends and families of the victims of today’s 
brutal attacks on commuter rail passengers 
in Mumbai. The United States stands with 
the people and the Government of India 
and condemns in the strongest terms these 
atrocities, which were committed against in-

nocent people as they went about their 
daily lives. Such acts only strengthen the 
resolve of the international community to 
stand united against terrorism and to de-
clare unequivocally that there is no jus-
tification for the vicious murder of innocent 
people. 

Statement on Signing the Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Act 
of 2006 
July 11, 2006 

I have today signed into law H.R. 889, 
the ‘‘Coast Guard and Maritime Transpor-
tation Act of 2006.’’ The Act authorizes 
funding for and strengthens the ability of 
the United States Coast Guard to perform 
its missions. 

The executive branch shall construe the 
reference to the ‘‘National Intelligence Di-
rector’’ in section 309 of the Act, amending 
section 70105(c) of title 46, United States 
Code, to be a reference to the position 
of Director of National Intelligence estab-
lished by law (50 U.S.C. 403(a)(1)). 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 408(c) of the Act, which purports to 
make consultation with a legislative agent 
a precondition to execution of the law, to 
call for but not mandate such consultation, 
as is consistent with the Constitution’s pro-
visions concerning the separate powers of 
the Congress to legislate and the President 
to execute the laws. 

Section 801 of the Act purports to re-
quire the Secretary of the department in 

which the Coast Guard is operating to work 
at the International Maritime Organization 
with foreign nations toward specified inter-
national objectives. The executive branch 
shall construe the provision to be advisory, 
as is consistent with the constitutional com-
mitment to the President of responsibility 
for conducting the foreign relations of the 
United States, including the exclusive re-
sponsibility for formulating the position of 
the United States in international fora and 
conducting negotiations with foreign na-
tions. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 

July 11, 2006. 

NOTE: H.R. 889, approved July 11, was as-
signed Public Law No. 109–241. 
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