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Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan; senior Al 
Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; 
President Roh Moo-hyun of South Korea; 

President Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of Iran; 
President Hu Jintao of China; and President 
Vladimir V. Putin of Russia. 

Statement on the Death of President Ibrahim Rugova of Kosovo 
January 23, 2006 

I am deeply saddened by the death of 
President Ibrahim Rugova. For many years, 
President Rugova led the campaign for 
peace and democracy in Kosovo. He was 
a friend of the United States, and he 
earned the world’s respect for his prin-
cipled stand against violence. Throughout 
years of conflict, he was a voice of reason 
and moderation that helped Kosovo’s peo-

ple lay the groundwork for a peaceful fu-
ture. The United States remains committed 
to working with the people of Kosovo to 
build a future that is stable, democratic, 
and prosperous. On behalf of the people 
of the United States, Laura and I extend 
our condolences to President Rugova’s fam-
ily and to the people of Kosovo. 

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz of 
Pakistan 
January 24, 2006 

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, wel-
come. We have just had a wide-ranging 
discussion, which one should expect when 
we’ve got a strategic relationship like we 
have with Pakistan. I think the relationship 
with Pakistan is a vital relationship for the 
United States, and I want to thank the 
Prime Minister and thank the President for 
working closely with us on a variety of 
issues. We’re working closely to defeat the 
terrorists who would like to harm America 
and harm Pakistan. 

We talked about the importance of trade 
and commerce and investment, and we also 
talked about the world response to the ter-
rible tragedy that Pakistan has gone 
through. It’s hard to imagine the devasta-
tion. The country lost 75,000 people; 4 mil-
lion people were made homeless. I was 
very pleased that the United States, our 
taxpayers, our military could contribute to 
helping the people of Pakistan recover. 

They are our friends, and we consider this 
friendship to be a vital friendship for keep-
ing the peace. 

And so, Mr. Prime Minister, thank you 
for coming. I’m really looking forward to 
going to your country. I’ll be traveling to 
India and Pakistan in March. And I want 
to thank you for your invitation and your 
hospitality in advance. 

Prime Minister Aziz. Thank you, Mr. 
President. Thank you for receiving us. The 
United States and Pakistan have a multi-
faceted relationship, covering a host of 
areas. It goes back in history, and the peo-
ple of Pakistan value the relationship very 
much. 

Let me, at the outset, say that the assist-
ance the United States has given to Paki-
stan—the Chinooks, the MASH hospitals, 
the engineers, and the financial assistance 
after the earthquake—has touched the 
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