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NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he
referred to Norman Francis, chairman, Lou-
isiana Recovery Authority; Leland Speed, di-
rector, Mississippi Development Authority;

The President’s Radio Address
January 21, 2006

Good morning. This past Thursday, I vis-
ited a thriving company in Loudoun Coun-
ty, Virginia, named JK Moving & Storage.
I met with the owners and workers and
with small-business people from the area,
and I discussed my agenda to keep Amer-
ica’s economy growing and to help our
small businesses stay vibrant and strong.

Our agenda for growing the economy
and helping small businesses starts with
wise tax policy. Our economy grows when
American workers and families can keep
more of their hard-earned money to spend,
save, and invest as they see fit. Small busi-
nesses create most of the new jobs in our
country, and tax relief helps them as well,
because most small businesses pay taxes at
individual income tax rates.

So after I took office, we cut taxes on
everyone who pays income taxes, leaving
more money in the hands of workers and
families and giving small businesses more
resources to expand and hire. We increased
the tax incentives for small businesses to
invest in new equipment, and we cut taxes
on dividends and capital gains. We also put
the death tax on the road to extinction,
because farmers and small-business owners
should not be taxed twice after a lifetime
of work.

Thanks to tax relief, spending restraint,
and the hard work of America’s entre-
preneurs and workers, our economy today
is strong. We've added over 400,000 jobs
in the last 2 months and over 4.6 million
jobs since May 2003. Our unemployment

and Donald E. Powell, Chairman, Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation, in his capac-
ity as coordinator of Federal gulf coast relief
efforts. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

rate is now 4.9 percent, lower than the
average rate of the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s.
Our economy grew at 4.1 percent in the
third quarter of 2005, and it has been
growing at nearly that rate for 2 years. Real
after-tax income has grown 7 percent per
person since 2001. Productivity is high; in-
flation is contained; consumers are con-
fident; and more Americans now own their
homes than at any time in our Nation’s
history.

Unfortunately, just as we are seeing how
our tax cuts have created jobs and oppor-
tunity, some in Washington want to repeal
the tax relief. Others want to just let it
expire in a few years. Either way, they want
to raise your taxes. If that happens, families
across America would see their taxes in-
crease dramatically. Small businesses would
also pay higher taxes, which would mean
less money to hire workers and buy new
equipment. To keep our economy growing
and our small-business sector strong, we
need to ensure that you keep more of what
you earn, so Congress needs to make the
tax cuts permanent.

For the sake of America’s small busi-
nesses, workers, and families, we must also
make health care more affordable and ac-
cessible. A new product known as health
savings accounts helps control costs by al-
lowing businesses or workers to buy low-
cost insurance policies for catastrophic
events and then save, tax free, for routine
medical expenses. This year, I will ask Con-
gress to take steps to make these accounts
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more available, more affordable, and more
portable. Congress also needs to pass asso-
ciation health plans, which allow small busi-
nesses across the country to join together
and pool risk so they can buy insurance
at the same discounts big companies get.

Our small businesses are confronting
other challenges that we must address. Too
many entrepreneurs face the threats of
costly junk lawsuits. Last year, we passed
bipartisan class-action reform to ease this
burden. Now Congress needs to curb abu-
sive asbestos litigation, pass medical liability
reform to reduce the costs of frivolous liti-
gation on our doctors and patients, and pe-
nalize those who abuse the legal system
by repeatedly filing junk lawsuits.

Rising energy costs are also a concern
for small businesses, so we’re going to con-
tinue to work to develop new technologies
and alternative and renewable fuels that
will make us less dependent on foreign
sources of energy. And we will continue
to open up new markets for small busi-
nesses so they can sell their products and

services overseas. On a level playing field,
I know our workers, farmers, and busi-
nesses can compete with anybody, anytime,
anywhere.

America’s economy is strong and growing
stronger. Small businesses have been a
driving force behind the tremendous
growth and job creation of recent years.
By adopting sound policies that help our
small businesses continue to grow and ex-
pand, we will keep the economy moving
forward and extend prosperity and hope in
our country.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m.
on January 20 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
January 21. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
January 20 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Telephone Remarks to the March for Life

January 23, 2006

Nellie, thank you very much. I appreciate
the invitation to speak. I'm calling from
Manbhattan, Kansas. [Applause] Sounds like
you've got some good folks from Kansas
there. I want to thank everybody there—
if youre from Kansas or anywhere else in
our country—for your devotion to such a
noble cause.

You believe, as I do, that every human
life has value, that the strong have a duty
to protect the weak, and that the self-evi-
dent truths of the Declaration of Independ-
ence apply to everyone, not just to those
considered healthy or wanted or conven-
ient. These principles call us to defend the
sick and the dying, persons with disabilities
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and birth defects, all who are weak and
vulnerable, especially unborn children.

We're making good progress in defend-
ing these principles, Nellie, and you and
I are working together, along with others,
to build what I've called a culture of life.
One of my first acts as the President was
to ban the use of taxpayer money on pro-
grams that promote abortion overseas. I
want to thank you all for getting that ban
on partial-birth abortion to my desk, a bill
I was proud to sign and a law which we
are going to defend and are defending vig-
orously in our courts.

Because we acted, infants who are born
despite an attempted abortion are now pro-
tected by law. Thanks to “Laci and
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