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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With

Respect to Burma
May 18, 2006

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. I have sent the en-
closed notice to the Federal Register for
publication, which states that the Burma
emergency is to continue beyond May 20,
2006, for publication. The most recent no-
tice continuing this emergency was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on May 18,
2005 (70 FR 28771).

The crisis between the United States and
Burma arising from the actions and policies
of the Government of Burma, including its

policies of committing large-scale repres-
sion of the democratic opposition in Burma,
that led to the declaration of a national
emergency on May 20, 1997, has not been
resolved. These actions and policies are
hostile to U.S. interests and pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of
the United States. For this reason, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue
the national emergency with respect to
Burma and maintain in force the sanctions
against Burma to respond to this threat.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
May 18, 2006.

NotE: The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Requesting

Additional Funds for Border Security

May 18, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker:

On May 15th, I outlined to the Nation
a comprehensive immigration reform initia-
tive with five objectives. As part of my first
objective to secure our Nation’s borders,
I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed
requests for an additional $1.9 billion for
the Departments of Defense, Justice, and
Homeland Security, which is in addition to
supplemental funding requested on Feb-
ruary 16th for the Global War on Terror
and the consequences of Hurricane
Katrina. This additional amount is offset by
a $1.9 billion reduction in the amount re-
quested on February 16th for the Depart-
ment of Defense.

958

The revised request for the Department
of Homeland Security will support my Ad-
ministration’s commitment to gain full con-
trol of the borders through the deployment
of additional Border Patrol agents, infra-
structure, and technology (such as hundreds
of miles of new roads, vehicle barriers, tac-
tical communications, and aerial surveil-
lance).

The request for additional resources,
coupled with additional legal authority from
the Congress, will end the practice of catch
and release along our southern border once
and for all by increasing detention, trans-
portation, and removal capabilities.
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