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will be affected by our debates and deci-
sions, and that every human being has dig-
nity and value, no matter what their citizen-
ship papers say.

I know many of you listening tonight
have a parent or a grandparent who came
here from another country with dreams of
a better life. You know what freedom
meant to them, and you know that America
is a more hopeful country because of their
hard work and sacrifice. As President, I've
had the opportunity to meet people of
many backgrounds and hear what America
means to them. On a visit to Bethesda
Naval Hospital, Laura and I met a wound-
ed marine named Guadalupe Denogean.
Master Gunnery Sergeant Denogean came
to the United States from Mexico when
he was a boy. He spent his summers pick-
ing crops with his family, and then he vol-
unteered for the United States Marine
Corps as soon as he was able. During the
liberation of Iraq, Master Gunnery Ser-
geant Denogean was seriously injured. And
when asked if he had any requests, he
made two: a promotion for the corporal
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who helped rescue him and the chance to
become an American citizen. And when
this brave marine raised his right hand and
swore an oath to become a citizen of the
country he had defended for more than
26 years, I was honored to stand at his
side.

We will always be proud to welcome
people like Guadalupe Denogean as fellow
Americans. Our new immigrants are just
what theyve always been, people willing
to risk everything for the dream of free-
dom. And America remains what she has
always been—the great hope on the hori-
zon, an open door to the future, a blessed
and promised land. We honor the heritage
of all who come here, no matter where
they come from, because we trust in our
country’s genius for making us all Ameri-
cans—one Nation under God.

Thank you, and good night.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 8:01 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.
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Good morning. Laura and I are honored
to welcome Prime Minister John Howard
and his wife, Janette, back to the White
House.

Australia and the United States share
timeless values. On opposite sides of the
Pacific, our peoples created lands of oppor-
tunity and offered millions the hope of new
beginnings. As frontier peoples, we cherish
the spirit of discovery. We believe that men
and women who dream big and work hard
can create a better world.

Australians and Americans also believe in
the power of freedom. Our two nations
were once remote outposts of liberty, lands
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where those escaping tyranny could find
a better life. Today, freedom is on the
move. Australians and Americans celebrate
freedom’s advance, because nations that re-
spect the rights and dignity of their own
people are the best partners for peace and
the strongest anchors of stability in every
region of the world.

Freedom has enemies, and for more than
100 years, Australians and Americans have
joined together to defend freedom. To-
gether we fought the Battle of Hamel in
World War I. Together we fought in World
War II from the beaches of Normandy to
the waters of the Coral Sea. Together we
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fought in Korea and Vietnam. And together
we're fighting and winning the global war
on terror.

Prime Minister Howard, you and I stood
together here at the White House the day
before September the 11th, 2001. And our
nations have stood together on every day
afterwards. The American people know that
Australia is a strong ally. We admire your
courage, and we appreciate your sacrifice.

We share your grief over the loss of your
own countrymen who were brutally at-
tacked in Bali. We share your determina-
tion to defeat those who murder the inno-
cent to promote their ideology of hatred.
To defeat the terrorists, we must stay on
the offensive, and Australia has been on
the frontlines of every offensive in the war
on terror.

In Afghanistan, the first casualty among
American allies was an Australian. In Iraq,
Australian Special Operation forces were
among the first coalition units on the
ground. The bravery and skill of the Aus-
tralian military have helped the people of
these two nations claim their freedom and
deny the terrorists safe havens from which
to launch further attacks.

War has reaffirmed the strength of our
alliance, yet our alliance is only one compo-
nent of our broad partnership. Australia
and the United States signed a free trade
agreement in 2004 because we recognize
that open markets create greater prosperity
for both our peoples. We're cooperating to
expand trade worldwide. In the Doha nego-
tiations, Australia and America speak with

one voice. We continue to urge all parties
to reduce global trade barriers that keep
millions in the developing world mired in
poverty.

Our two nations accept other global re-
sponsibilities as well. We helped to build
the Asia-Pacific Partnership on Clean De-
velopment and Climate, so we can make
the latest energy technologies available to
all to increase efficiency and reduce pollu-
tion.

We've pooled our resources to help the
victims of natural disasters, and we’re work-
ing together to meet the threat of pan-
demic disease. We share a common ap-
proach to security issues, including Iran and
North Korea. Our two nations are closer
than ever, and Americans admire Australia’s
strong leader. Prime Minister John Howard
has affirmed our common values. He’s
strengthened our alliance. He’s built on our
long history of partnership. I value his
counsel. I admire his courage.

Mr. Prime Minister and Mrs. Howard,
thank you for making the long journey. We
welcome you with the honor due to a val-
iant nation and with the warmth of close
friends. Welcome to America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:16 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House, where
Prime Minister Howard was accorded a for-
mal welcome with full military honors. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of Prime
Minister Howard.
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President Bush. Thank you all. It's my
honor to welcome the Prime Minister of
Australia here to the East Room for a press
briefing. I'm going to feed him tonight—

before 1 feed him tonight, I'm going to
feed him to you. [Laughter]

We just had a really interesting discus-
sion about a lot of issues. First, I admire
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