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May 12 / Administration of George W. Bush,

and Pacific Island heritage. You really have
enriched America by your contributions.
You've made us a better land. And the five
we honor today have done so in a unique
way. And so I join all Americans in con-
gratulating you and wishing you continued
success of your work. I want to thank you
for what you've done. I ask God’s blessings
on all who are here and their families as
well as our great Nation.

And now I ask the commander to please
read the citations that will enable me to
award the volunteer awards to you.

[At this point, Lt. Cmdr. Geoff Gagnier,
Coast Guard Aide to the President, read
the citations, and the President presented
the awards.]

2006

Now you can see why I love an event
such as these. [Laughter] What a great
country we have. And I want to thank you
all for being active citizens in the greatest
land on the face of the Earth.

May God bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Rudy Pamintuan,
Chairman, President’s Advisory Commission
on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.
The Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month
proclamation of April 28 is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Statement on the Death of G.V. “Sonny” Montgomery

May 12, 2006

Laura and I and the entire Bush family
are saddened by the death of a good friend
and patriot, Sonny Montgomery. Sonny
Montgomery served during World War II
and the Korean war, and he was a tireless
advocate for America’s veterans throughout
his three decades in the House of Rep-
resentatives. He sponsored the Mont-
gomery GI bill, which has helped make

The President’s Radio Address
May 13, 2006

Good morning. This week I nominated
General Mike Hayden to be the next Di-
rector of the Central Intelligence Agency.
The work of the CIA is essential to the
security of the American people. The en-
emies who struck our Nation on September
the 11th, 2001, intend to attack us again.
And to defeat them, we must have the best
possible intelligence. In Mike Hayden, the
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higher education and professional training
accessible to millions of our veterans. In
2005, he was awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the Nation’s highest
civil award, in recognition of his lifetime
of service to the United States. We send
our condolences and prayers to the Mont-
gomery family.

men and women of the CIA will have a
strong leader who will support them as they
work to disrupt terrorist attacks, penetrate
closed societies, and gain information that
is vital to protecting our Nation.

General Hayden is supremely qualified
to lead the CIA. For the last year, he’s
been our Nation’s first Deputy Director of
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