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and Pacific Island heritage. You really have
enriched America by your contributions.
You've made us a better land. And the five
we honor today have done so in a unique
way. And so I join all Americans in con-
gratulating you and wishing you continued
success of your work. I want to thank you
for what you've done. I ask God’s blessings
on all who are here and their families as
well as our great Nation.

And now I ask the commander to please
read the citations that will enable me to
award the volunteer awards to you.

[At this point, Lt. Cmdr. Geoff Gagnier,
Coast Guard Aide to the President, read
the citations, and the President presented
the awards.]

2006

Now you can see why I love an event
such as these. [Laughter] What a great
country we have. And I want to thank you
all for being active citizens in the greatest
land on the face of the Earth.

May God bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Rudy Pamintuan,
Chairman, President’s Advisory Commission
on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.
The Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month
proclamation of April 28 is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Statement on the Death of G.V. “Sonny” Montgomery

May 12, 2006

Laura and I and the entire Bush family
are saddened by the death of a good friend
and patriot, Sonny Montgomery. Sonny
Montgomery served during World War II
and the Korean war, and he was a tireless
advocate for America’s veterans throughout
his three decades in the House of Rep-
resentatives. He sponsored the Mont-
gomery GI bill, which has helped make

The President’s Radio Address
May 13, 2006

Good morning. This week I nominated
General Mike Hayden to be the next Di-
rector of the Central Intelligence Agency.
The work of the CIA is essential to the
security of the American people. The en-
emies who struck our Nation on September
the 11th, 2001, intend to attack us again.
And to defeat them, we must have the best
possible intelligence. In Mike Hayden, the
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higher education and professional training
accessible to millions of our veterans. In
2005, he was awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the Nation’s highest
civil award, in recognition of his lifetime
of service to the United States. We send
our condolences and prayers to the Mont-
gomery family.

men and women of the CIA will have a
strong leader who will support them as they
work to disrupt terrorist attacks, penetrate
closed societies, and gain information that
is vital to protecting our Nation.

General Hayden is supremely qualified
to lead the CIA. For the last year, he’s
been our Nation’s first Deputy Director of
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National Intelligence and has played a crit-
ical role in our efforts to reform America’s
intelligence capabilities to meet the threats
of a new century. He has more than 20
years of experience in the intelligence field.
He served for 6 years as Director of the
National Security Agency and has a track
record of success in leading and trans-
forming that large intelligence agency. He
also has held senior positions at the Pen-
tagon and the National Security Council,
and he served behind the Iron Curtain in
our Embassy in Bulgaria during the cold
war.

Mike knows our intelligence community
from the ground up. He’s been both a pro-
ducer and a consumer of intelligence and
has overseen both human and technical in-
telligence activities, as well as the all-source
analysis derived from those activities. Mike
was unanimously confirmed by the Senate
last year for his current post, and this week
members of both parties have praised his
nomination. I urge the Senate to confirm
him promptly as the next Director of the
CIA.

During General Hayden’s tenure at the
NSA, he helped establish and run one of
our most vital intelligence efforts in the
war on terror, the terrorist surveillance pro-
gram. As the 9/11 Commission and others
have noted, our Government failed to con-
nect the dots in the years before the attacks
of September the 11th. We now know that
two of the hijackers in the United States
made phone calls to Al Qaida operatives
overseas, but we did not know about their
plans until it was too late.

So to prevent another attack, I author-
ized the National Security Agency—con-
sistent with the Constitution and laws—to
intercept international communications in
which one party has known links to Al
Qaida and related terrorist groups. This ter-
rorist surveillance program makes it more
likely that killers like the 9/11 hijackers will
be identified and located in time. It has
helped prevent possible terrorist attacks in
the United States and abroad, and it re-

mains essential to the security of America.
If there are people inside our country who
are talking with Al Qaida, we want to know
about it. We will not sit back and wait
to be attacked again.

This week new claims have been made
about other ways we are tracking down Al
Qaida—prevent attacks on America. It is
important for Americans to understand that
our activities strictly target Al Qaida and
its known affiliates. Al Qaida is our enemy,
and we want to know their plans. The intel-
ligence activities I have authorized are law-
ful and have been briefed to appropriate
Members of Congress, both Republican
and Democrat. The privacy of all Ameri-
cans is fiercely protected in all our activi-
ties. The Government does not listen to
domestic phone calls without court ap-
proval. We are not trolling through the per-
sonal lives of millions of innocent Ameri-
cans. Our efforts are focused on links to
Al Qaida terrorists and its affiliates who
want to harm the American people.

Americans expect their Government to
do everything in its power under our laws
and Constitution to protect them and their
civil liberties. That is exactly what we are
doing. And so far, we have been successful
in preventing another attack on our soil.
The men and women of the CIA are work-
ing around the clock to make our Nation
more secure. I am confident that General
Hayden will strengthen the CIA and inte-
grate its vital work with our other intel-
ligence agencies, so we can defeat the ter-
rorists of the 21st century.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m.
on May 12 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May
13. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on May 12 but
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.
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Statement on the Death of Eusebio Penalver Mazorra

May 13, 2006

Eusebio Penalver Mazorra was a Cuban
patriot who spent 28 years in Castro’s pris-
ons. His resistance to tyranny is a testament
to the moral courage of all Cubans who

desire to see freedom return to their beau-
tiful island nation. Laura joins me in send-
ing our thoughts and prayers to his family
and friends.

Remarks During a Presentation of White House Trees With Prime

Minister John Howard of Australia
May 14, 2006

President Bush. Well, first of all, Ambas-
sador, thanks for having us, and happy
birthday.

Ambassador Dennis Richardson.
you very much.

President Bush. How old are you?

Ambassador Richardson. Well

President Bush. Don't say, then. [Laugh-
ter] It's wonderful to be here with our dear
friends the Howards. I think it is inter-
esting that were planting two trees, and
this is a symbol of our enduring {friendship.
And T can’t thank you enough, John, for
your strong support for the liberty agenda,
deep desire for the world to be a peaceful
place. I really enjoy working with you for
the common good. Thanks for having us.

Prime Minister Howard. Thank you.
Well, George, you and Laura, not only for
the offices that you hold but also for the
people you are, are very welcome on this
piece of Australian soil in Washington. I
indicated to the President a moment ago
that it was here on this lawn that I ad-
dressed a news conference on the 12th of
September, 2001, when I said that Australia
would stand side by side with the United

Thank
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States in responding to the new threat of
terrorism. And that resolve is as strong now
as it was on the 12th of September, 2001.

These trees are a wonderful symbol of
that friendship. This residence has a lot
of history. It was, of course, the very first
residence occupied by an Australian envoy
to other than a then dominion or Common-
wealth country. And when the then Prime
Minister, R.G. Menzies, announced it, he
said that having an ambassador—a rep-
resentative or envoy to America rep-
resented the first time we were sending
one to what he called a foreign country.

There has certainly been nothing foreign
in the relationship between our two coun-
tries since then, and it’s great to have you
and Laura with us, and it's a wonderful
symbol. The Ambassador has got to look
after the trees—[laughter]—and to keep his
two rottweilers away from them. [Laughter]

NoOTE: The President spoke at 6:45 p.m. at
the Australian Ambassador’s residence. Par-
ticipating in the event was Australia’s Ambas-
sador to the U.S. Dennis Richardson.
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