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meeting were former Secretaries of State 
Colin L. Powell, Madeleine K. Albright, 
Lawrence S. Eagleburger, James A. Baker 
III, George P. Shultz, and Alexander M. 
Haig, Jr.; and former Secretaries of Defense 

William S. Cohen, William J. Perry, Frank 
C. Carlucci, Harold Brown, James R. Schles-
inger, Melvin R. Laird, and Robert S. McNa-
mara. 

Remarks to the United States University Presidents Summit on 
International Education 
January 5, 2006 

Thank you all. Madam Secretary, it’s 
your building; you can give my speech if 
you want to. [Laughter] 

But first, our Nation sends our deepest 
sympathies to Ariel Sharon. He lies immo-
bilized in an Israeli hospital. We pray for 
his recovery. He’s a good man, a strong 
man, a man who cared deeply about the 
security of the Israeli people and a man 
who had a vision for peace. May God bless 
him. 

Madam Secretary, thanks for having me. 
I’m here to let the good folks know here 
how strongly I support the National Secu-
rity Language Initiative. I’ve had a little 
problem with the language in the past, so— 
[laughter]—if you’ve got room in the initia-
tive for me, let me know. [Laughter] Condi 
said, ‘‘Come on by. We’ve got a bunch of 
university presidents here.’’ And I said, 
‘‘Great, just so long as we don’t have to 
compare transcripts.’’ [Laughter] She’s the 
Ph.D.; I’m the President. [Laughter] 

She’s a heck of a Secretary of State, 
though, and Don Rumsfeld is a heck of 
a Secretary of the Defense, and I want 
to thank you both for joining together on 
this initiative. It’s interesting, isn’t it, that 
the State Department and the Defense De-
partment are sponsoring a language initia-
tive. It says something about the world we 
live in. I felt certain that the Secretary of 
Education would be here. After all, we’re 
talking about education, and I want to 
thank you for being here, Margaret. But 
I also find it’s interesting you’re sitting next 

to John Negroponte, who is the Director 
of National Intelligence. 

In other words, this initiative is a broad- 
gauged initiative that deals with the defense 
of the country, the diplomacy of the coun-
try, the intelligence to defend our country, 
and the education of our people. And it’s 
an important initiative, and I’m going to 
tell you why in a second. But thank you 
for joining your—together to make this 
happen. 

I want to thank Deputy Secretary of 
State Bob Zoellick, and I want to thank 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, Senator Lugar from Indi-
ana. Senator Pat Roberts from Kansas is 
with us. I think you’ll find this interesting: 
He has promoted the advanced study of 
foreign languages through the Pat Roberts 
Intelligence Scholars Program. Thanks for 
doing that. And I want to thank Congress-
man Rush Holt for being here as well. 
Thank you for coming, Rush. Thanks for 
taking time. 

I appreciate all the ambassadors who are 
here. I’m scanning the room. I see a few 
familiar faces, and thanks for serving. What 
the heck are you doing here? Like, you’re 
supposed to be—[laughter]—the deal was 
overseas. [Laughter] 

We’re living in extraordinary times. I 
wish I could report to you the war on ter-
ror was over. It’s not. There is still an 
enemy that lurks, that wants to hurt us. 
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I hate to report that to the American peo-
ple, but my duty is to lay it out as plainly 
as I possibly can. And that’s the truth. 

And so the fundamental question is, how 
do we win? What do we do? Well, in the 
short term, our strategy is to find them 
and bring them to justice before they hurt 
us. In other words, we’ve got to stay on 
the offense. We’ve got to be unyielding and 
never give them a, you know, a breath of 
fresh air, never give them a hope that they 
can succeed. It’s the only way to do it. 
We must defeat them in foreign battlefields 
so they don’t strike us here at home. 

And that’s one of the reasons why the 
Secretary of Defense is here. He wants his 
young soldiers who are on the frontlines 
of finding these killers to be able to speak 
their language and be able to listen to the 
people in the communities in which they 
live. That makes sense, doesn’t it, to have 
a language-proficient military, to have peo-
ple that can go into the far reaches of this 
world and be able to communicate in the 
villages and towns and rural areas and 
urban centers, to protect the American 
people. 

We need intelligence officers who, when 
somebody says something in Arabic or Farsi 
or Urdu, knows what they’re talking about. 
That’s what we need. We need diplomats— 
when we send them out to help us con-
vince governments that we’ve got to join 
together and fight these terrorists who want 
to destroy life and promote an ideology that 
is so backwards it’s hard to believe. These 
diplomats need to speak that language. 

So our short-term strategy is to stay on 
the offense, and we’ve got to give our 
troops, our intelligence officers, our dip-
lomats all the tools necessary to succeed. 
That’s what people in this country expect 
of our Government. They expect us to be 
wise about how we use our resources, and 
a good use of resources is to promote this 
language initiative in K through 12, in our 
universities. And a good use of resources 
is to encourage foreign language speakers 
from important regions of the world to 

come here and teach us how to speak their 
language. 

You’re going to hear a lot about the spe-
cifics of the program. What I’m trying to 
suggest to you, that this program is a part 
of a strategic goal, and that is to protect 
this country in the short term and protect 
it in the long term by spreading freedom. 
We’re facing an ideological struggle, and 
we’re going to win. Our ideology is a heck 
of a lot more hopeful than theirs. 

You can’t have an ideology that works 
if you say to half the population in a part 
of the world, ‘‘You have no rights.’’ You 
can’t say to a group of people, ‘‘My ide-
ology is better than freedom, and if you 
speak out, you’re going to get—you’ll be 
tortured.’’ 

You see, freedom is the ideology that 
wins. We’ve got to have confidence in that 
as we go out. But you can’t win in the 
long run for democracy unless you’ve got 
the capacity to help spread democracy. You 
see, we’ve got to convince people of the 
benefits of a free society. I believe every-
body desires to be free. But I also know 
people need to be convincing—con-
vinced—I told you I needed to go to lan-
guage school. [Laughter] And you can’t 
convince people unless you can talk to 
them. And I’m not talking to them right 
now directly; I’m talking through an inter-
preter on some of these Arabic TV stations. 

But we need people in America who can 
go and say to people, ‘‘Living in freedom 
is not the American way of life; it is a 
universal way of life.’’ We’re not saying 
your democracy has to be like yours. We’re 
just saying give your people a chance to 
live in a free society, give women a chance 
to live freely, give young girls a chance 
to be educated and realize their full poten-
tial. 

And the best way to do that is to have 
those of us who understand freedom be 
able to communicate in the language of 
the people we’re trying to help. In order 
to convince people we care about them, 
we’ve got to understand their culture and 
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show them we care about their culture. 
When somebody comes to me and speaks 
Texan, I know they appreciate the Texas 
culture. [Laughter] I mean, somebody takes 
time to figure out how to speak Arabic, 
it means they’re interested in somebody 
else’s culture. Learning a language—some-
body else’s language is a kind gesture. It’s 
a gesture of interest. It really is a funda-
mental way to reach out to somebody and 
say, ‘‘I care about you. I want you to know 
that I’m interested in not only how you 
talk but how you live.’’ 

In order for this country to be able to 
convince others, people have got to be able 
to see our true worth in our heart. And 
when Americans learn to speak a language, 
learn to speak Arabic, those in the Arabic 
region will say, ‘‘Gosh, America is inter-
ested in us. They care enough to learn how 
we speak.’’ 

One of the great programs we’ve got 
here in America in terms of people under-
standing how we think and how we act 
is these scholarships we provide to our uni-
versities. I know this isn’t the topic the 
Secretary assigned me to talk about, but 
it’s one I’m going to talk about anyway. 
We want young kids from around the world 
coming to our universities. It’s in our na-
tional interest that we solve visa issues and 
make sure that—[applause]. 

We have been calibrating the proper bal-
ance after September the 11th, and I fully 
understand some of your frustrations, par-
ticularly when you say the balance wasn’t 
actually calibrated well. But we’re going to 
get it right, because the more youngsters 
who come to America to get educated, the 
more likely it is people in the world will 
understand the true nature of America. 

You can’t figure out America when you’re 
looking on some of these TV stations—you 
just can’t—particularly given the message 
that they spread. Arabic TV does not do 
our country justice. They put out some 
kind—sometimes put out propaganda that 
just is—just isn’t right. It isn’t fair, and 
it doesn’t give people the impression of 

what we’re about. You bring somebody 
here to college—it doesn’t matter what’s 
on TV—they see firsthand the compassion 
of the United States of America. They get 
to see firsthand that we don’t discriminate 
based upon religion. They get to see first-
hand the multicultural society in which we 
live, all united under the fabric of freedom. 
That’s what they get to see. 

And so I’m working with Condi, and 
she’s working with others, to work with you, 
to make sure these youngsters are able to 
come to our universities. I’ll tell you what’s 
really neat, is to sit down with leaders from 
around the world, welcome them in the 
Oval Office or go to their office; they say, 
‘‘You know, Mr. President, I went to Texas 
A&M,’’ or, ‘‘I went to Stanford’’—like 
President Toledo of Peru. I mean, it is— 
it makes it so much easier to conduct for-
eign policy and diplomacy when you’ve got 
that common ground of being able to talk 
about a university experience here in the 
United States. It makes it so much easier 
to be able to advance the interests of this 
country when you’re dealing with a leader 
who doesn’t have a preconceived notion 
about what America is all about, because 
he spent time studying here in the United 
States. 

We’re going to teach our kids how to 
speak important languages. We’ll welcome 
teachers here to help teach our kids how 
to speak languages. But we’re also going 
to advance America’s interests around the 
world and defeat this notion about our— 
you know, our bullying concept of freedom, 
by letting people see what we’re about. Let 
them see firsthand the decency of this 
country. 

And so, Madam Secretary, in front of 
these presidents, you and I vow that we’ll 
find that proper balance between security 
and letting people come to our universities 
for the good of this country. 

I—there is no doubt in my mind we 
will win the war on terror. There’s no 
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doubt in my mind that Afghanistan will re-
main a democracy and serve as an incred-
ible example. For those of you in edu-
cation, you might remember, this was a 
country that refused to educate young girls. 
And now, young girls in most of Afghani-
stan are going to school. 

Iraq—we’ll succeed in Iraq. It’s tough. 
And the reason it’s tough is because a 
handful of killers wants to stop the advance 
of freedom for a reason. Democracy in the 
heart of the Middle East is a major defeat 
to their ideology and their ambitions. 

And it’s hard work. What you’re seeing 
on your TV screen is hard work. But we’ve 
done, as Condi said, hard work before. We 
have defeated fascism in the past. We de-
feated communism in the past. And we will 
defeat this ideology of hatred, but it’s going 
to take all the tools at our disposal. 

One of the stories I like to share with 
people is this. I—one of my best buddies 
in international politics is Prime Minister 
Koizumi of Japan. He’s an interesting per-
son. Elvis was his favorite singer, for exam-
ple. [Laughter] Every time I meet with 
him, it strikes me as an amazing fact of 
history that number 41, President 41, at 
age 18 fought the Japanese, and 43, his 
son, is sitting down with the Prime Minister 
working on keeping the peace. It’s amazing 
to me. And something happened between 
41 going into combat and 43 talking to 
the Prime Minister, whether it be about 
troops in Iraq to help this young democracy 
flourish in the heart of the Middle East, 
or whether it be dealing with the leader 
of North Korea who is starving his people 
to death, and how do we solve that? What 
do we do about it? 

And what happened was that the Japa-
nese adopted a Japanese-style democracy. 

It wasn’t an American-style democracy; it 
was Japanese-style democracy. And that so-
ciety, that form of government was able 
to convert an enemy to an ally. And that’s 
what’s happening. I live it when I talk to 
the Prime Minister. I see it firsthand. It’s 
a real part of my family’s life. 

Someday, an American President is going 
to sit down and thank this generation for 
having the willpower and the determination 
to see to it that democracy has a chance 
to flourish in a part of the world that is 
desperate for democracy. Someday, some-
body is going to say—[applause]—some-
body someday will say, we’re able to more 
likely keep the peace because this genera-
tion of Americans had confidence in our 
capacity to work with others to spread free-
dom. 

And that’s what we’re facing today, and 
the stakes are high. It’s an exciting time 
to be here in Washington, DC. It’s a fan-
tastic opportunity to serve our country. And 
I want to thank those of you who are serv-
ing it in government, and I want to thank 
those of you who serve it through higher 
education. There’s no greater gift to give 
a child than the chance to succeed and 
realize his or her dreams. And you’re doing 
that. 

Appreciate you giving me a chance to 
come by and tell you what’s on my mind. 
May God bless our country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. at 
the Department of State. In his remarks, he 
referred to Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of 
Israel; President Alejandro Toledo of Peru; 
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; 
and Chairman Kim Jong Il of North Korea. 
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Remarks to the Economic Club of Chicago in Chicago, Illinois 
January 6, 2006 

Thanks for the warm welcome. It’s nice 
to be back. Congratulations to the White 
Sox, all you longtime White Sox fans and 
you recent converts. [Laughter] We 
choppered in—the Speaker said, ‘‘There’s 
the home of the Cubs.’’ I said, ‘‘Well, Mr. 
Speaker, maybe next year.’’ [Laughter] 

I did come here 3 years ago, and I ap-
preciate the chance to come back. Three 
years ago, I came and said that we had 
an economic plan to help this country move 
forward after the devastating attacks, that 
we had an idea as to how to help this 
economy grow. And the cornerstone of that 
speech was to tell Congress they needed 
to accelerate the tax relief we passed. And 
they did, and the plan is working. 

We got some new numbers today to 
show our economy added 108,000 jobs in 
December, and it’s added more than 
400,000 jobs in the last 2 months. The un-
employment rate is down to 4.9 percent. 
Americans are going to work. This economy 
is strong, and we intend to keep it that 
way. 

I appreciate the Economic Club of Chi-
cago inviting speakers to come and talk 
about economics. I appreciate you giving 
me a chance to come back. I want to thank 
Miles White. 

I’m proud to be traveling with the Speak-
er, Denny Hastert. He’s a good, solid 
American. And he’s doing a heck of a job 
as the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives. I appreciate being here with the sen-
ior Senator from the State of Illinois, Dick 
Durbin. I think the chairman is here—Mr. 
Chairman, Henry Hyde, thank you for 
being here, sir. 

Congressman John Shimkus is here, from 
the south part of your State. Thanks for 
coming all the way up here. Congress-
woman Judy Biggert is with us. Judy, good 
to see you. Thanks for coming. Congress-
man Mark Kirk is with us. I appreciate 

you all. You do what the Speaker tells you 
to do. [Laughter] 

I appreciate Charlie Carey; he’s the 
chairman of the Chicago Board of Trade. 
I just went there. A guy yelled out, in the 
corn pit, ‘‘Hook ’em, Horns!’’ [Laughter] 
So I hooked ’em—[laughter]—and now I 
own a lot of corn. [Laughter] 

I want to thank the members of the Chi-
cago Board of Trade. I thank Terry Duffy, 
who is the chairman of the board of the 
Chicago Merc, where I had the honor of 
traveling in March of 2001. Thank you all 
for giving me a chance to come. 

The American economy heads into 2006 
with a full head of steam. Our economy 
grew at more than 4 percent in the third 
quarter. We’ve been growing at nearly that 
rate for 2 years. The American consumer 
is confident. More Americans now own 
their home than at any time in our Nation’s 
history. Minority homeownership is at a 
record high. Real disposable income is up. 
New orders for durable goods like machin-
ery have risen sharply. Shipments of manu-
factured goods are up as well. Business ac-
tivity in our manufacturing sector reported 
its 31st straight month of growth. Our small 
businesses are thriving. In 2005, the Amer-
ican economy turned in a performance that 
is the envy of the industrialized world. And 
we did this in spite of higher oil prices 
and natural disasters. 

We’re strong, and I’m optimistic about 
the future of this economy. And one reason 
I am is because of the rise of American 
productivity. We’re an incredibly productive 
nation. Our productivity has been growing 
at 3.5 percent for the last 5 years. American 
workers are now more than 17 percent 
more productive than they were in 2001. 
And why is that important? That’s impor-
tant because productivity means America 
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