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Statement on Medical Liability Reform Legislation 
May 8, 2006 

I am disappointed that the Senate has 
yet again failed to pass real medical liability 
reform legislation. Unwilling to take on 
their trial lawyer supporters, the Democrats 
led this effort to block these much-needed 
reforms. 

Junk lawsuits are driving too many good 
doctors out of medicine. Women in nearly 
1,500 counties are without a single ob-gyn, 
and frivolous and abusive lawsuits are en-
couraging the use of defensive medicine, 

which imposes substantial and unnecessary 
costs on all Americans. 

This is a national problem that deserves 
a national solution. I have called on Con-
gress to pass responsible medical liability 
reforms, and the House of Representatives 
has acted. It is time for the Senate to put 
the needs of the American people ahead 
of the interests of trial lawyers and pass 
meaningful medical liability reform legisla-
tion. 

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency 
Blocking Property of Certain Persons and Prohibiting the Export of Certain 
Goods to Syria 
May 8, 2006 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent to the Federal 
Register for publication the enclosed notice, 
stating that the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13338 of May 
11, 2004, and expanded in scope in Execu-
tive Order 13399 of April 25, 2006, author-
izing the blocking of property of certain 
persons and prohibiting the exportation and 
reexportation of certain goods to Syria, is 
to continue in effect beyond May 11, 2006. 
The most recent notice continuing this 
emergency was published in the Federal 
Register on May 10, 2005 (70 FR 24697). 

The actions of the Government of Syria 
in supporting terrorism, interfering in Leb-

anon, pursuing weapons of mass destruction 
and missile programs, and undermining 
United States and international efforts with 
respect to the stabilization and reconstruc-
tion of Iraq, pose a continuing unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue in 
effect the national emergency authorizing 
the blocking of property of certain persons 
and prohibiting the exportation and re-
exportation of certain goods to Syria and 
to maintain in force the sanctions to re-
spond to this threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 

May 8, 2006. 

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D 
at the end of this volume. 
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