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in place and provide outstanding leadership 
to meet the challenges and threats of a 
dangerous new century. Mike Hayden was 
unanimously confirmed by the Senate last 
year for his current post, and I call on 
the Senate to confirm him promptly as the 
Director of the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy. 

The work of the CIA has never been 
more important to the security of the 
American people. America faces deter-
mined enemies who struck our Nation on 
September the 11th, 2001, and who intend 
to attack our country again. To stop them 
we must have the best possible intelligence. 
The men and women of the CIA are work-
ing around the clock and around the world 
in dangerous conditions to gain information 
that is vital to securing our Nation. I appre-
ciate their dedicated service, and so does 
Mike Hayden. 

In Mike Hayden, the men and women 
of the CIA will have a strong leader who 
will support them. He will ensure they have 
the resources they need to do their jobs. 
He will enforce the secrecy and account-
ability that are critical to the security of 
the American people. 

Mike, I appreciate your many years of 
service to our country. We’re grateful that 
you’ve agreed to step forward and serve 
once again. Thank you very much. 
[At this point, Director-designate Hayden 
made brief remarks.] 

The President. Congratulations, Mike. 
Thank you very much. Appreciate it. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:31 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. The 
transcript released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary also included the remarks of Direc-
tor-designate Hayden. 

Remarks on a Peace Agreement in Sudan 
May 8, 2006 

I want to thank the Secretary of State, 
Condoleezza Rice, for joining me, and I 
also want to thank Deputy Secretary of 
State Bob Zoellick. He has just briefed me 
on his trip to Abuja, where he has played 
a very important role in setting up a peace 
agreement between the Government of 
Sudan and a major rebel group in the 
Darfur region. 

Congratulations on a job well done, Bob. 
Thank you. 

Last week, we saw the beginnings of 
hope for the people of Darfur. The Gov-
ernment of Sudan and the largest rebel 
group signed an agreement and took a step 
toward peace. Many people worked hard 
for this achievement. I’m particularly grate-
ful for the leadership of President Obasanjo 
of Nigeria and President Sassou-Nguesso of 

Congo. Deputy Secretary Zoellick told me 
of their really fine work, and I had the 
honor of calling both of them to thank 
them over the phone the other day. Their 
personal hands-on involvement was vital. 

We’re still far away from our ultimate 
goal, which is the return of millions of dis-
placed people to their homes so they can 
have a life without fear. But we can now 
see a way forward. 

Sudan is one of the most diverse nations 
in Africa and one of the most troubled 
countries in the world. A 22-year-old civil 
war between north and south took more 
than 2 million lives before a peace agree-
ment was made that the United States 
helped to broker. About the same time, 
another conflict was raging in the west, and 
that’s in Sudan’s vast Darfur region. 
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Darfur rebel groups had attacked Gov-
ernment outposts. To fight that rebellion, 
Sudan’s regime armed and unleashed a 
horse-mounted militia called the Janjaweed, 
which targeted not only rebels but the 
tribes thought to be supporting them. The 
Janjaweed murdered men, and they raped 
women, and they beat children to death. 
They burned homes and farms and 
poisoned wells. They stole land to graze 
their own herds. Hundreds of villages were 
destroyed, leaving a burnt and barren land-
scape. 

About 200,000 people have died from 
conflict, famine, and disease. And more 
than 2 million were forced into camps in-
side and outside their country, unable to 
plant crops or rebuild their villages. I’ve 
called this massive violence an act of geno-
cide, because no other word captures the 
extent of this tragedy. 

A cease-fire was declared in this conflict 
in April 2004, but it has been routinely 
violated by all sides. The Janjaweed contin-
ued to attack the camps and rape women 
who ventured outside the fences for food 
and firewood. The Government took no ef-
fective action to disarm the militias, and 
the rebels sometimes attacked food convoys 
and aid workers. 

An African Union force of about 7,200 
from the region has done all it can to keep 
order, but they’re patrolling an area nearly 
the size of Texas, and they have reached 
the limits of their capabilities. With the 
peace agreement signed on Friday, Darfur 
has a chance to begin anew. Sudan’s Gov-
ernment has promised to disarm the 
Janjaweed by mid-October and punish all 
those who violate the cease-fire. The main 
rebel group has agreed to withdraw into 
specified areas. Its forces will eventually be 
disarmed as well, and some of its units 
will be integrated into the national army 
and police. The African Union will meet 
a week from today, urge its members to 
help implement this new agreement. 

Our goal in Darfur is this: We want civil-
ians to return safely to their villages and 

rebuild their lives. That work has begun 
and completing it will require even greater 
effort by many nations. First, America and 
other nations must act to prevent a humani-
tarian emergency and then help rebuild 
that country. America is the leading pro-
vider of humanitarian aid, and this year 
alone, we account for more than 85 percent 
of the food distributed by the World Food 
Programme in Sudan. 

But the situation remains dire. The 
World Food Programme has issued an ap-
peal for funds necessary to feed 6 million 
people over the next several months. The 
United States has met our commitment, 
but other major donors have not come 
through. As a result, this month, the World 
Food Programme was forced to cut rations 
by half. 

So I proposed in the emergency supple-
mental before Congress to increase food 
aid to Sudan by another $225 million. I 
hope Congress will act swiftly on this true 
emergency. To get food to Darfur quickly, 
I’ve directed USAID to ship emergency 
food stockpiles. I’ve directed five ships and 
ordered them to be loaded with food and 
proceed immediately to Port Sudan. I’ve 
ordered the emergency purchase of another 
40,000 metric tons of food for rapid ship-
ment to Sudan. These actions will allow 
the World Food Programme to restore full 
food rations to the people of Darfur this 
summer. 

Americans who wish to contribute money 
to help deliver relief to the people of 
Darfur can find information about how to 
do so by going to the USAID web site 
at www.usaid.gov and clicking on the sec-
tion marked ‘‘Helping the Sudanese Peo-
ple.’’ 

Moving forward, we cannot keep people 
healthy and fed without other countries 
standing up and doing their part as well. 
The European Union and nations like Can-
ada, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, 
and Japan have taken leadership on other 
humanitarian issues, and the people of 
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Darfur urgently need more of their help 
now. 

In addition, the Government of Sudan 
must allow all U.N. agencies to do their 
work without hindrance. They should re-
move the visa and travel restrictions that 
complicate relief efforts. And all sides must 
cease attacks on relief workers. 

And finally, the United States will be 
an active participant in the Dutch-led re-
construction and development conference. 
And it’s an important conference. It will 
take place within the next couple of 
months, to help the people get back on 
their feet so they can live normal lives in 
Darfur. 

Second, America and other nations must 
work quickly to increase security on the 
ground in Darfur. In the short term, the 
African Union forces in Darfur need better 
capabilities. So America is working with our 
NATO allies to get those forces immediate 
assistance in the form of planning, logistics, 
intelligence support, and other help. And 
I urge members of the alliance to con-
tribute to this effort. 

In the longer term, the African Union 
troops must be the core of a larger military 
force that is more mobile and more capa-
ble, which generates better intelligence and 
is given a clear mandate to protect the civil-
ians from harm. So I’m dispatching Sec-
retary Rice to address the U.N. Security 
Council tomorrow. She’s going to request 
a resolution that will accelerate the deploy-
ment of U.N. peacekeepers into Darfur. 
We’re now working with the U.N. to iden-
tify countries that contribute those troops 
so the peacekeeping effort will be robust. 

I’ve called on President—I just called 
President Bashir of Sudan, both to com-

mend him on his work for this agreement 
and to urge the Government to express 
clear support for a U.N. force. The vulner-
able people of Darfur deserve more than 
sympathy; they deserve the active protec-
tion that U.N. peacekeepers can provide. 

In recent weeks, we’ve seen drastically 
different responses to the suffering in 
Darfur. In a recent audio tape, Usama bin 
Laden attacked American efforts in Sudan 
and urged his followers to kill international 
peacekeepers in Darfur. Once again, the 
terrorists are attempting to exploit the mis-
ery of fellow Muslims and encourage more 
death. Once again, America and other re-
sponsible nations are fighting misery and 
helping a desperate region come back to 
life. And once again, the contrast could not 
be more clear. 

In late 2004 in Darfur, the Janjaweed 
attacked a village of a woman named 
Zahara. They raped her, murdered her hus-
band, and set fire to their home. One of 
the attackers told her, ‘‘This year there’s 
no god except us. We are your god now.’’ 
But you and I know that at all times, in 
all places, there is a just God who sides 
with the suffering and calls us to do the 
same. America will not turn away from this 
tragedy. We will call genocide by its right-
ful name, and we will stand up for the 
innocent until the peace of Darfur is se-
cured. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Usama bin Laden, 
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization. 
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Statement on Medical Liability Reform Legislation 
May 8, 2006 

I am disappointed that the Senate has 
yet again failed to pass real medical liability 
reform legislation. Unwilling to take on 
their trial lawyer supporters, the Democrats 
led this effort to block these much-needed 
reforms. 

Junk lawsuits are driving too many good 
doctors out of medicine. Women in nearly 
1,500 counties are without a single ob-gyn, 
and frivolous and abusive lawsuits are en-
couraging the use of defensive medicine, 

which imposes substantial and unnecessary 
costs on all Americans. 

This is a national problem that deserves 
a national solution. I have called on Con-
gress to pass responsible medical liability 
reforms, and the House of Representatives 
has acted. It is time for the Senate to put 
the needs of the American people ahead 
of the interests of trial lawyers and pass 
meaningful medical liability reform legisla-
tion. 

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency 
Blocking Property of Certain Persons and Prohibiting the Export of Certain 
Goods to Syria 
May 8, 2006 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent to the Federal 
Register for publication the enclosed notice, 
stating that the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13338 of May 
11, 2004, and expanded in scope in Execu-
tive Order 13399 of April 25, 2006, author-
izing the blocking of property of certain 
persons and prohibiting the exportation and 
reexportation of certain goods to Syria, is 
to continue in effect beyond May 11, 2006. 
The most recent notice continuing this 
emergency was published in the Federal 
Register on May 10, 2005 (70 FR 24697). 

The actions of the Government of Syria 
in supporting terrorism, interfering in Leb-

anon, pursuing weapons of mass destruction 
and missile programs, and undermining 
United States and international efforts with 
respect to the stabilization and reconstruc-
tion of Iraq, pose a continuing unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue in 
effect the national emergency authorizing 
the blocking of property of certain persons 
and prohibiting the exportation and re-
exportation of certain goods to Syria and 
to maintain in force the sanctions to re-
spond to this threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 

May 8, 2006. 

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D 
at the end of this volume. 
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