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Good morning. I'm here in the briefing
room to break some news. I've asked Tony
Snow to serve as my new Press Secretary.

Tony already knows most of you, and
he’s agreed to take the job anyway. [Laugh-
ter] And I'm really glad he did. I'm con-
fident Tony Snow will make an outstanding
addition to this White House staff. I am
confident he will help you do your job.
My job is to make decisions, and his job
is to help explain those decisions to the
press corps and the American people.

He understands, like I understand, that
the press is vital to our democracy. As a
professional journalist, Tony Snow under-
stands the importance of the relationship
between Government and those whose job
it is to cover the Government. He’s going
to work hard to provide you with timely
information about my philosophy, my prior-
ities, and the actions we're taking to imple-
ment our agenda.

He brings a long record of accomplish-
ment to this position. He has spent a quar-
ter of a century in the news business. He’s
worked in all three major media: print,
radio, and television. He started his career
in 1979 as an editorial writer for the
Greensboro Record in North Carolina. He’s
going to—went on to write editorials for
the Virginian-Pilot in Norfolk. He ran the
editorial pages in both the Daily Press of
Newport News and the Washington Times.
He’s written nationally syndicated columns
for both the Detroit News and USA Today.

During his career in print journalism,
he’s been cited for his work by the Society
of Professional Journalists, the Associated
Press, and Gannett. For 7 years, he served
as the host of “FOX News Sunday.” Most
recently, he reached Americans all across
our country as the host of “The Tony Snow
Show” on FOX News Radio and “Weekend
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Live with Tony Snow” on the FOX News
Channel.

He’s not afraid to express his own opin-
ions. For those of you who have read his
columns and listened to his radio show,
he sometimes has disagreed with me. I
asked him about those comments, and he
said, “You should have heard what I said
about the other guy.” I like his perspective;
I like the perspective he brings to this job,
and I think you're going to like it too.

Tony knows what it’s like to work inside
the White House. In 1991, he took a break
from journalism to serve as Director of
Speechwriting and Deputy Assistant to the
President for Media Affairs. He’s taught
children in Kenya. He belongs to a rock
band called Beats Workin’. He’s a man of
courage; he’s a man of integrity; he loves
his family a lot. He is the loving husband
of a fine wife and the father of three beau-
tiful children.

He succeeds a decent and talented man
in Scott McClellan. I've known Scott since
he worked for me in Texas. We traveled
our State together; we traveled our country
together; and we have traveled the world
together. We have also made history to-
gether. Scott should be enormously proud
of his service to our Nation in an incredibly
difficult job. I've always—I will always be
grateful to him. I will always be proud to
call him friend.

I appreciate Scott’s offer to help Tony
Snow prepare for his new job. And I'm
proud to welcome Tony as part of our
team.

Tony Snow. Well, Mr. President, I want
to thank you for the honor of serving as
Press Secretary. And just a couple of quick
notes—I'm delighted to be here. One of
the things I want to do is just make it
clear that I—one of the reasons I took the
job is not only because I believe in the
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President, because believe it or not, I want
to work with you. These are times that
are going to be very challenging. We've
got a lot of big issues ahead, and we've
got a lot of important things that all of
us are going to be covering together.

And T am very excited, and I can’t wait.
And T want to thank you, Mr. President,
for the honor, and thank all you guys for

your forbearance. And I look forward to
working with you.
Thanks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 a.m. in
the James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at
the White House. In his remarks, he referred
to Jill Snow, wife of Tony Snow, and their
children, Kendall, Kristin, and Robbie.
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I was going to say, thank you, Laura,
for those kind remarks. [Laughter] Please
be seated. Thank you all. Welcome.

This is one of the great afternoons for
Laura and me. We love to recognize our
teachers. We really appreciate you coming.
Actually, this is an annual event started by
Harry Truman. And I'm glad to be a part
of a tradition here at the White House,
saying thanks to our teachers.

I admire teachers and like teachers so
much, I married one. [Laughter] Laura is
a great advocate for literacy and a strong
supporter for America’s teachers, and I'm
really proud to have her by my side during
these unbelievable times and this great ex-
perience of serving our country—other than
being a fine introducer. [Laughter]

The thing I like about teaching is, teach-
ing is such an optimistic profession. I know
when teachers look out at their classrooms,
you see more than a child at play or at
study. You're able to see a child with big
dreams and big hopes. You see future doc-
tors and scientists and entrepreneurs and
inventors, and I hope you see even a teach-
er or two.

You dedicated your lives to the formation
of young minds. You're giving our children
the skills they need to succeed in life and
equally important, the courage and the
drive to realize those dreams. Our Nation
is grateful for your hard work. We appre-

ciate what you do, and we are honored
you're here at the White House.

I want to thank our Secretary of Edu-
cation, Margaret Spellings. She’s been a
long-time friend. She believes strongly in
the classroom teacher, and she believes in
the potential of every child.

I'm pleased to recognize Senator Sam
Brownback, for the State of Kansas. Wel-
come. I'm glad youre here—and his wife,
Mary; thank you for coming. As well as
Congressman Dennis Moore from Kansas
and Stephene, thank you all for taking time
to honor the teachers who are here.

I appreciate the National Teacher of the
Year Finalists: Sam Bennett from Florida—
say hello to the Governor—[laughter]—Ron
Poplau of Kansas—no wonder you all are
here—and Susan Barnard of Washington
State. We're really glad you're here. Con-
gratulations on setting such a fine example.

Everybody here has been introduced to
Kim Oliver, but you haven’t met her par-
ents, Vincent and Veronica. Thank you all
very much—brothers, cousins, and signifi-
cant other. [Laughter]

I want to thank all the Teachers of the
Year from around our country who are
here. I really—Laura and I really enjoyed
having our picture with you. It’s just a brief
moment to say thanks. But nevertheless,
it’'s thanks from the bottom of our hearts.
And it really means a lot you're here.
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