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Jan. 17 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban 
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 
January 17, 2006 

Dear lllll : 
Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the 

Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 
104–114)(the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine 
and report to the Congress that suspension 
for 6 months beyond February 1, 2006, of 
the right to bring an action under title III 
of the Act is necessary to the national inter-
ests of the United States and will expedite 
a transition to democracy in Cuba. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard 
G. Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, 
Jr., ranking member, Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations; Thad Cochran, chairman, 
and Robert C. Byrd, ranking member, Senate 
Committee on Appropriations; Henry J. 
Hyde, chairman, and Tom Lantos, ranking 
member, House Committee on International 
Relations; and Jerry Lewis, chairman, and 
David R. Obey, ranking member, House 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Iraqi Citizens 
January 18, 2006 

Listen, thank you all for coming. It’s 
been my honor to visit with folks who know 
firsthand the brutality of Saddam Hussein. 
These are folks who have suffered one way 
or the other because the tyrant was a law 
unto himself and was willing to deny people 
basic human rights. The stories here are 
compelling stories. They’re stories of sad-
ness and stories of bravery. 

In the course of our discussion, we were 
also able to talk about what a contrast it 
is between a society which was willing to 
jail people, torture people, and beat people 
and kill people, to a society that is begin-
ning to understand the fruits of democracy 
and freedom. 

Last year was an amazing year in Iraq. 
Millions of people went to the polls to vote, 
first in January, then to ratify a Constitu-
tion, and then back to the polls again to 
elect a Government under the new Con-
stitution. It’s a testimony to the courage 
of the Iraqi people. Obviously, we still have 
got work to do and fully intend to do it. 

And one of the interesting moments will 
come here this year when Saddam 
Hussein’s trial is brought forth for the 
world to see, to see the butcherer, the per-
son who brutalized many people or ordered 
the brutality of many people here at this 
table, get his due justice under rule of law. 

And so I want to thank you all for com-
ing. I assured the folks here that our mis-
sion in Iraq is to stand with the Iraqi peo-
ple until we achieve our goals: an Iraq that 
can secure itself, defend itself, an Iraq that 
will not be a safe haven for the terrorists. 
And of all the countries in the Middle East, 
I’m convinced Iraq is going to lead that 
part of the world to a more democratic 
future. The Iraqi people are brave and cou-
rageous and smart people. 

And so thank you for being here. Thank 
you for sharing your stories. I appreciate 
it very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
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his remarks, he referred to former President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. A tape was not 

available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt the 
Middle East Peace Process 
January 18, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent to the Federal 
Register for publication the enclosed notice, 
stating that the emergency declared with 
respect to foreign terrorists who threaten 
to disrupt the Middle East peace process 
is to continue in effect beyond January 23, 
2006. The most recent notice continuing 
this emergency was published in the Fed-
eral Register on January 21, 2005 (70 FR 
3277). 

The crisis with respect to the grave acts 
of violence committed by foreign terrorists 
who disrupt the Middle East peace process 
that led to the declaration of a national 
emergency on January 23, 1995, as ex-

panded on August 20, 1998, has not been 
resolved. Terrorist groups continue to en-
gage in activities that have the purpose or 
effect of threatening the Middle East peace 
process and that are hostile to United 
States interests in the region. Such actions 
constitute an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security, foreign pol-
icy, and economy of the United States. For 
these reasons, I have determined that it 
is necessary to continue the national emer-
gency declared with respect to foreign ter-
rorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle 
East peace process and to maintain in force 
the economic sanctions against them to re-
spond to this threat. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. The notice is listed in 
Appendix D at the end of this issue. 

Remarks on the National Economy and a Question-and-Answer Session in 
Sterling, Virginia 
January 19, 2006 

The President. Thanks for having me. 
Please be seated. Thanks for coming to say 
hello. What I thought I’d do is share some 
thoughts with you and then answer ques-
tions for a while. Before I do, I want to 

thank Randy and the Loudoun County 
Chamber of Commerce for setting this up. 
I appreciate you all coming. 

I’ve got something to say, and I hope 
you do as well, as we have a conversation 
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