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Remarks at a Luncheon Honoring President Hu Jintao of China

April 20, 2006

Mr. President, Madam Liu, Laura and
I are honored to welcome you to the—
and your delegation to the White House.
It's a pleasure to have you here, along with
our other distinguished guests.

China is home to an ancient civilization,
and it is helping to shape the modern
world. In a single generation, China’s econ-
omy has moved from isolation and stagna-
tion to engagement and expansion. As
China has grown, our two peoples have
come to know one another better.

Thirty-five years ago this month, the Chi-
nese Government welcomed the United
States ping-pong team to Beijing. [Laugh-
ter] It's an event that marked the beginning
of renewal—renewed cultural exchanges
between our two nations. Today, Chinese
athletes compete professionally in the
United States, and Americans appreciate
the opportunity to see them play.

In 2008, China will welcome athletes
from all over the world as your great nation
hosts the summer Olympics. Beijing will
showcase China’s transformation and dem-
onstrate China’s commitment to the inter-
national institutions that make fair and
peaceful competition possible for all na-
tions.

Mr. President, I thank you for the con-
structive and candid conversations we had
this morning. I appreciate the opportunity
to expand the dialog between our two great
nations. And, Mr. President, I'm pleased
to offer a toast to you and to your gracious
wife and to the people of China.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Liu Yongqing, wife
of President Hu. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of President Hu.

Remarks at the President’s Environmental Youth Awards Ceremony

April 20, 2006

The President. Thank you. Please be seat-
ed. Thanks for coming. Welcome. Glad
youre here. Sorry I'm a little late. I just
finished having a lunch with President Hu
Jintao of China, a very important lunch.
I hope you forgive me for running a little
late. But thanks for letting us come by to
say hello. 'm proud to join Steve Johnson
in honoring young Americans who have
given time and energy to help make this
country a better place. We're really glad
you're here.

You're serving as young stewards of the
environment, which means you're setting a
good example for what it means to be a
citizen. It’s, like, what we call citizenship

758

in action. And you're helping make America
a wonderful place. And so we're really glad
youre here. I'm glad to be a part of the
award ceremony.

I want to thank all the Administrators
from the EPA who are here, but I particu-
larly want to thank Steve and Debbie for
joining us as well. We're here to honor,
Steve, in case you don’t know it yet
[laughter]—49 young Americans who are
helping to protect the natural heritage of
our country. I appreciate the fact that
you're setting good examples too, by the
way, and doing what youre doing. You're
showing people how to lead and how to
be a responsible citizen.
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