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Message on the Observance of Easter 2006

April 13, 2006

“He is not here; for He is risen, as He
said.”

MATTHEW 28:6

I send greetings to those observing the
joyous holiday of Easter. On Easter, Chris-
tians around the world join together with
family and friends to celebrate the Res-
urrection of Jesus Christ and the triumph
of love over death. This is a season of re-
newal, a time for giving thanks and praise
and for remembering that hope overcomes
despair.

Christ’s extraordinary sacrifice and com-
passion continue to inspire people around

the world. His promise of new life gives
hope and confidence to His followers. His
service and love for His neighbors offer
a profound lesson for all people.

During this Easter season, we celebrate
God’s gifts of freedom and justice. We pray
for peace and ask for God’s blessings on
the brave men and women who wear our
Nation’s uniform and their families.

Laura and I wish you a Happy Easter.

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Statement Supporting Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld

April 14, 2006

Earlier today I spoke with Don Rumsfeld
about ongoing military operations in the
global war on terror. I reiterated my strong
support for his leadership during this his-
toric and challenging time for our Nation.

The Department of Defense has been
tasked with many difficult missions. Upon
assuming office, I asked Don to transform
the largest department in our Government.
That kind of change is hard, but our Nation
must have a military that is fully prepared
to confront the dangerous threats of the

The President’s Radio Address
April 15, 2006

Good morning. Monday is tax day, and
that means many of you are busy finishing
up your tax returns. The good news is that
this year, Americans will once again keep
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21st century. Don and our military com-
manders have also been tasked to take the
fight to the enemy abroad on multiple
fronts.

I have seen firsthand how Don relies
upon our military commanders in the field
and at the Pentagon to make decisions
about how best to complete these missions.

Secretary Rumsfeld’s energetic and
steady leadership is exactly what is needed
at this critical period. He has my full sup-
port and deepest appreciation.

more of their hard-earned dollars because
of the tax cuts we passed in 2001 and 2003.

An important debate is taking place in
Washington over whether to keep these tax
cuts in place or to raise your taxes. For
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the sake of American workers and their
families, and for our entrepreneurs, I be-
lieve Congress needs to make the tax relief
permanent.

Our economy prospers when Americans
like you make the decisions on how to
spend, save, and invest your money. So the
tax relief we passed cut taxes for everyone
who pays income taxes. We cut taxes on
families by lowering rates and by doubling
the child credit. We also reduced the mar-
riage penalty, because our Tax Code should
encourage marriage, not penalize it. We cut
taxes on small businesses, allowing them
to expand and hire more workers. And we
worked with Congress to phase out the
death tax, because Government should not
tax farmers or small-business owners
twice—once when you make your money
and the second time when you try to pass
the fruits of your life’s work on to your
loved ones.

So far, the tax relief I signed has left
$880 billion with America’s workers and
small-business owners and families, and you
have used that money to fuel an economic
resurgence. Our economy has added jobs
for 31 months in a row, creating more than
5.1 million new jobs for American workers.
And the unemployment rate is now down
to 4.7 percent, below the average rate for
each of the past four decades. Real after-
tax income per person has grown by more
than 8 percent since I took office. And
that means, on average, Americans have an
income that is $2,100 higher this year than
it was at the beginning of 2001, after ad-
justing for inflation.

Not everyone agrees that we should let
you keep more of your money. Some in
Washington said that by cutting taxes, we
were ruining our economy. On the day that
the House and Senate were finalizing the
2003 tax cuts, one Democratic leader said
these cuts would do nothing to create jobs.
Since then, the facts have proven that critic
wrong—>5.1 million times over.

Tax relief has done exactly what it was
designed to do: It has created jobs and
growth for the American people. Yet some
here in Washington are now proposing that
we raise taxes, either by repealing the tax
cuts or letting them expire. These are the
same politicians who told us that letting
you keep more of your own money would
be irresponsible and reckless and shameful.
They were wrong then, and they are wrong
now. To keep our economy creating jobs
and opportunity, Congress needs to make
the tax relief permanent.

There’s more to do to maintain America’s
economic strength. We're working to ad-
dress rising energy prices and health care
costs, which puts pressure on family budg-
ets and the bottom lines of our small busi-
nesses. I have proposed practical reforms
that would make health care more available
and affordable, and I put forward an energy
initiative that would make our dependence
on Middle Eastern oil a thing of the past.
I urge Congress to act on these important
priorities, so we can keep America the eco-
nomic leader of the world and allow more
families and small businesses to realize the
American Dream.

America’s economy is strong and bene-
fiting all Americans. By keeping taxes low
and adopting sound policies that help our
workers to compete and our businesses to
grow and expand, we will keep the econ-
omy moving forward and extend prosperity
and hope in our country.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:36 a.m.
on April 13 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
April 15. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on April
14 but was embargoed for release until the
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript
of this address.
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Remarks Following a Meeting on Taxes and the National Economy in

Sterling, Virginia
April 17, 2006

I want to thank Carlos and Owen and
Adam for inviting us to their business. I
also want to thank the other folks that we
had a discussion with for coming over.
We've got folks that have benefited from
the tax relief, both as a small-business
owner and/or an employee—except for
Mike; he’s a firefighter. And it’s been a
good discussion.

Here’s what I come away with: One, the
tax relief helped small businesses a lot. And
since small businesses create two-thirds of
the new jobs of America, it is no wonder
that our job base is expanding. When you
help the small-business owner with tax re-
lief, you're helping to create employment.
And that's what we’re seeing across the
country. We've added 5.1 million new jobs
in the last 2% years. A lot of it has to
do with the fact that our small-business
owners are confident, and theyre investing,
and they're expanding the job base.

I talked to Shannon Bennett. She’s a sin-
gle mom with one young son who saved
about $1,200 or $1,300 on her taxes this
past year. And it’s important for her family
that she has got some additional money.
Owen—I mean, Mike has got three chil-
dren. He’s a firefighter. The tax relief
helped. In other words, tax relief helped
the small-business owner; it’s helped our
families.

And what’s interesting is, the tax relief
is set to expire. Actually, there’s some
Democrats in Congress who would like to
raise taxes now. And if that happens, it

732

will be a tax increase no one expects, no
one wants. It will be like getting hit by
one of these granite rocks.

And so I strongly urge the United States
Congress to understand the positive effects
of the tax relief and to keep the taxes low—
keep the taxes low on the working people,
keep the taxes low on these small-business
owners, so that we continue—so that we
can continue to be the—an economy that
leads the world.

And I want to thank you for your time,
letting us come by. It's tax day, and it’s
a day to recommit ourselves to low taxes.
It’s a day that understands that when these
people filing out their forms and writing
checks to the Government, that it’s the
people’s money that's coming to Wash-
ington, DC. And we intend to let people
keep more of their own money, for the
sake of the economy and for the sake of
our families.

So thanks for letting us come by. Appre-
ciate your hard work. I love the fact that
you're living the American Dream.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. at
Europa Stone Distributors, Inc. In his re-
marks, he referred to Carlos Varela, co-
owner and president, Owen Werthmann, co-
owner and vice president, and Adam
Mahmud, co-owner and vice president, Eu-
ropa Stone Distributors, Inc.; and Miguel
Obleas, firefighter, Fairfax County Fire and
Rescue Department.
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