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for the American people. Yet some are now
proposing that we raise taxes, either by re-
pealing the tax cuts or letting them expire.
These are the same politicians who told
us that letting Americans—letting America’s
working families keep more of their own
money would be irresponsible, reckless, and
shameful. They were wrong then, and they
are wrong now. Our economy grows when
the American people make the decisions
about how to save, spend, and invest their
money. To keep our economy creating jobs
and opportunity, Congress needs to show
its trust in the American people and make
the tax relief permanent.

Congress also needs to restrain spending
so we can stay on track to cut the deficit
in half by 2009. And if necessary, I will
enforce spending restraint through the ex-
ercise of the veto. The American people
expect their leaders to address other key
leaders—that directly affect their family
budgets and bottom line, especially health

care and energy.

The President’s Radio Address
April 8, 2006

Good morning. This week, Members of
the United States Senate reached a prom-
ising bipartisan compromise on comprehen—
sive immigration reform. Unfortunately, this
compromise is being blocked by the Senate
Democratic leader, who has refused to
allow Senators to move forward and vote
on amendments to this bill. I call on the
Senate minority leader to end his blocking
tactics and allow the Senate to do its work
and pass a fair, effective immigration re-
form bill.

Immigration is an emotional issue and
a vitally important one. At its core, immi-
gration is the sign of a confident and suc-
cessful nation. It says something about our
country that people around the world are
willing to leave their homes, leave their

When the cost of energy and health care
rise, families are squeezed and small busi-
nesses suffer. I proposed practical reforms
that would make health care more available
and affordable. T put forward an energy
initiative that will make our dependence
on Middle Eastern oil a thing of the past.
I've also laid out a plan to make America
more competitive by increasing our invest-
ment in scientific research, encouraging re-
search and development in the private sec-
tor, and improving math and science edu-
cation.

I urge the Congress to move forward
on all these important priorities so we can
keep America the economic leader of the
world and allow more families and small
businesses to realize the American Dream.

Thank you for your time.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:32 a.m. in
the Diplomatic Reception Room at the
White House.

families, and risk everything to come to
America. Their talent, hard work, and love
of freedom have helped make America a
vibrant, strong nation. And by reforming
our immigration laws to meet the realities
of the 21Ist century, we will ensure that
America remains a beacon of liberty for
generations to come.

I made clear that a comprehensive immi-
gration reform bill must include three ele-
ments. First, comprehensive immigration
reform must secure our borders. Since I
took office, we've increased funding for
border security by 66 percent, and Federal
agents have apprehended and sent home
more than 6 million people entering this
country illegally, including more than
400,000 with criminal records. To improve
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security at the border, were hiring thou-
sands more Border Patrol agents; we're de-
ploying new technologies like infrared cam-
eras and unmanned aerial vehicles to help
our agents do their jobs; we're installing
physical barriers to entry, like fences in
urban areas. We're making good progress,
but we have much more work ahead to
gain control of our border. I'll continue
to work with Congress to strengthen border
security, so we can prevent illegal immi-
grants from crossing our border and make
the immigration system more orderly and
secure.

Second, comprehensive immigration re-
form must strengthen the enforcement of
our laws in America’s interior. Since I took
office, we've increased funding for immi-
gration enforcement by 42 percent, in-
creased the number of immigration en-
forcement agents and criminal investigators,
enhanced worksite enforcement, and gone
after smugglers, gang members, and human
traffickers. A good immigration bill should
enhance our ability to stop document fraud
and help employers comply with our laws.

Finally, comprehensive immigration re-
form must include a temporary-worker pro-
gram that relieves pressure on our borders
while rejecting amnesty. A temporary-work-
er program would create a legal way to
match willing foreign workers with willing
American employers to fill jobs that no
American is available to do. By creating
a legal channel for those seeking temporary
work in America, we would reduce the
number of people trying to sneak across
the border. This would free up law enforce-
ment officers to focus on criminals, drug
dealers, terrorists, and others who mean us

680

harm. A temporary-worker program would
also improve security by creating tamper-
proof identification cards, so we can keep
track of every temporary worker who is
here on a legal basis and identify those
who are not.

A new temporary-worker program should
not provide amnesty. Granting amnesty
would be unfair to those who follow the
rules and obey the laws. Amnesty would
also be unwise, because it would encourage
others to break the law and create new
waves of illegal immigration. We must en-
sure that those who break our laws are
not granted an automatic path to citizen-
ship. We should also conduct the debate
on immigration reform in a manner worthy
of our Nation’s best traditions.

To keep the promise of America, we
must remain a welcoming society and also
enforce the laws that make our freedom
possible. As we do, our Nation will draw
strength from the diversity of its citizens
and unity from their desire to assimilate
and become one people. By working to-
gether, we can fix our immigration system
in a way that protects our country, upholds
our laws, and makes our Nation proud.

Thank you for listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 12:56
p-m. on April 7 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
April 8. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on April
7 but was embargoed for release until the
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript
of this address.
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Remarks at the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies

and a Question-and-Answer Session

April 10, 2006

The President. Thank you. Please be seat-
ed. Bill, thanks for the kind introduction.
I'm pleased to be here at this school, which
bears the name of one of America’s greatest
statesmen. Paul Nitze served as a trusted
adviser to six Presidents, from Franklin
Roosevelt to Ronald Reagan. He was one
of a small group of men who shaped the
world that emerged from the Allied victory
in World War II. He encouraged our Na-
tion to continue the—its noble and essen-
tial role as freedom’s defender. He was the
principal author of NSC-68, the strategic
blueprint for America’s victory in the cold
war. At a time when some wanted to wish
away the Soviet threat, Paul Nitze insisted
that the cold war was, in his words, “in
fact, a real war in which the survival of
the free world is at stake.” He helped rally
America to confront this mortal danger, and
his strategic vision helped secure the tri-
umph of freedom in that great struggle of
the 20th century.

At the start of this young century, Amer-
ica is once again engaged in a real war
that is testing our Nation’s resolve. While
there are important distinctions, today’s war
on terror is like the cold war. It is an
ideological struggle with an enemy that de-
spises freedom and pursues totalitarian
aims. Like the cold war, our adversary is
dismissive of free peoples, claiming that
men and women who live in liberty are
weak and decadent; they lack the resolve
to defend our way of life. Like the cold
war, America is once again answering his-
tory’s call with confidence. And like the
cold war, freedom will prevail.

I thank Dr. Bill Brody; I thank Jessica
Einhorn. Thank you all for having me here.
I appreciate all those who teach here. I
appreciate the students letting me come to
speak. Glad to provide a convenient excuse
to skip class. [Laughter] 1 want to thank

Bill Nitze, adjunct professor, son of a great
man. I know how you feel. [Laughter] 1
appreciate Mike Chertoff being here. I'm
proud to see a lot of folks who wear the
Nation’s uniform for joining us. Welcome.
I thought T'd give a speech, but a short
speech, much to your relief, and then Tl
be glad to answer some questions.
Yesterday our Nation marked the third
anniversary of a great moment in the his-
tory of freedom; it was the liberation of
Iraq. Three years ago, coalition forces en-
tered the gates of Baghdad, fought their
way into the center of the city, and helped
Iraqis pull down the statue of Saddam Hus-
sein. What they found in Baghdad horrified
our troops. One marine describes how
Iraqis led his unit to a children’s prison
where more than 100 youngsters were
being held. Some of the children had re-
portedly been jailed because they refused
to join the Baathist Party Youth Organiza-
tion. He says, “It was really something. The
children just streamed out of the gates, and
their parents just started to embrace us.”
Under Saddam’s brutal regime, the Iraqi
people lived lives of fear and desperation.
Innocent civilians were executed in public
squares; they were massacred and piled
into mass graves. Saddam’s regime denied
people food and medicine while building
elaborate palaces from which to rule with
an iron hand. Saddam sponsored terrorism;
he pursued and used weapons of mass de-
struction; he fired at U.S. and British air
crews patrolling the no-fly zones; he defied
more than a dozen U.N. Security Council
resolutions. Today, because America and a
great coalition acted, the regime is no
longer in power, is no longer sponsoring
terrorists, is no longer destabilizing the re-
gion, is no longer undermining the credi-
bility of the United Nations, is no longer
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