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April 6, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed FY 2007 Budget amendments for
the Departments of Agriculture, and State
and Other International Programs; the Fed-
eral Communications Commission; and the
Smithsonian Institution. Overall, the discre-
tionary budget authority in my FY 2007
Budget would not be increased by these
requests.

This transmittal also contains FY 2007
Budget amendments for the legislative
branch. As a matter of comity, appropria-
tions requests for the legislative branch are
commonly transmitted without change.

The details of these proposals are set
forth in the enclosed letter from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budg-
et.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

Remarks at the National Catholic Prayer Breakfast

April 7, 2006

Thank you all very much. Gracias, mi
Tejano. Thank you, sir, for your kind words.
Thanks for inviting a Methodist. [Laughter]

When 1 first came out here and saw how
comfortable these chairs look, I was a little
worried you thought I might be giving
quite a long speech. [Laughter]

I'm so thrilled to be here with cardinals
of the Church. Cardinal McCarrick, I know,
is here, and Cardinal Bevilacqua. Must
make you feel good to see there’s not a
slice of bacon around. [Laughter] My spirits
are always uplifted when I'm in the pres-
ence of Their Excellencies, and it's great
to see you both.

I've been looking forward to this break-
fast, but I've got to tell you, I was slightly
concerned when I saw the draft of the pro-
gram went like this: “We will mark the
conclusion of the President’s speech with
the hymn, ‘Now Thank We All Our God.’
” [Laughter]

Laura sends her love and her best. I
want to thank the leadership of the Na-
tional Catholic Prayer Breakfast for having
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me and, more importantly, having this
chance for all to worship together.

I appreciate so very much the Chief
Justice joining us. I'm proud youre here,
Chief Justice. I haven’t got to the best part
of the family yet—[laughter]—and Jane.

Secretary Nicholson, 1 appreciate you
being here—Jim Nicholson and Suzanne.
As you might recall, he was our Ambas-
sador to the Vatican, and he did a fantastic
job.

: Other members of the administration,
thanks for coming. Don’t tarry too long.
[Laughter] Get back to work. [Laughter]

Looking around, I see Members of the
United States Senate—Santorum; Members
of the House of Representatives. Thank you
all for coming. Proud you’re here. Thanks
for taking time out of your day. Smith,
Beauprez, Lungren, I can’t—I don’t dare
name them all.

We needed a hopeful moment for this
world of ours. It’s a time when more peo-
ple have a chance to claim freedom that
God intended for us all. It’s also a time
of great challenge. In some of the most
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