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NOTE: The President spoke at 12:53 p.m. at
the Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill. In his re-
marks, he referred to Peter Ackerman, chair-
man of the board, Freedom House; Presi-
dent Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia; Usama
bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist
organization; senior Al Qaida associate Abu
Musab Al Zarqawi; President Olusegun
Obasanjo of Nigeria; former President
Charles Taylor of Liberia, who was arrested
on March 29 in Nigeria on United Nations
war crimes charges; President Bashar al-Asad

of Syria; President Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad
of Iran; President Vladimir V. Putin of Rus-
sia; President Hu Jintao of China; Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; former
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; President
Vicente Fox Quesada of Mexico; and Prime
Minister Stephen Harper of Canada. Partici-
pants referred to Prime Minister Tony Blair
of the United Kingdom; and Gamal Muba-
rak, son of President Mohammed Hosni Mu-

barak of Egypt.

Exchange With Reporters in Cancun, Mexico

March 30, 2006

Jill Carroll

Q. Sir, do you have a reaction to Jill
Carroll’s release?

The President. Thank God.

Q. What do you know about why she
is released?

The President. T'm really grateful she’s
released, and I want to thank those who
worked hard for her release, and we're glad
she’s alive.

It's good to see you all. And T'd like
to make sure you work more than you play.

NOTE: The exchange began at 8:07 a.m. at
the LeBlanc Spa and Resort. In his remarks,
the President referred to American journalist
Jill Carroll, who was taken hostage in Bagh-
dad, Iraq, on January 7 and released on
March 30.

Remarks Following a Tour of the Chichen-Itza Archaeological Ruins With
President Vicente Fox Quesada of Mexico and Prime Minister Stephen
Harper of Canada in Chichen-Itza, Mexico

March 30, 2006

[At this point, President Fox spoke in Span-
ish, and no translation was provided.]

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you
very much for your hospitality. This is a
good start to a very important series of
discussions. It is an honor to be here with
the Prime Minister of Canada as well.
We've got vital relations that will matter
to the future of our people. And I look
forward to the discussions.

And I want to thank you for letting us
begin our very important meetings at this
very significant historical site. And I con-
gratulate our guide, and I want to thank
those who have worked hard to make sure
this important part of history is accessible
and is available for people to understand
the past, so we can better understand the
future.

So, Mr. President, thank you for having
us.
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[Prime Minister Harper spoke in French,
and no translation was provided. He then
continued in English.]

Prime Minister Harper. And I can repeat
the same thing quickly, if you don’t mind.
Forgive us; that's how we speak Spanish
in the north. [Laughter] Wonderful to be
here. Thank you for the welcome, President
Fox. I think we stand here in a historic

site, a symbol here of our determination
to build a new future for all inhabitants
of North America. And I am honored to
be with President Bush and President Fox
and look forward to our discussions.
President Bush. Gracias, senor.
President Fox. Bienvenidos.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Vicente Fox Quesada of

Mexico in Cancun

March 30, 2006

President Fox. We are ready. Good after-
noon. I would like to welcome President
Bush to Quintana Roo, to Cancun, and to
Mexico. It is a great honor to have him
here, particularly in this place in Cancun,
which is all set and receiving many visitors.
But the best visitors are President Bush
and Prime Minister Harper, with our work-
ing agenda that will be fruitful and positive
for the three countries in Latin America.

Some words from Mr. Bush.

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you
very much. First of all, thanks for inviting
us to Cancun. It's such a beautiful part
of the world. The hospitality is magnificent.
I know you were hit hard by hurricanes,
which reminds me that I need to thank
you and the Mexican people for your strong
support and help after Hurricane Katrina.

I will never forget being on the—in the
gulf coast area of my country, helping peo-
ple—lift people’s spirits. And we went to
a school that had been destroyed by
Katrina, a little elementary school. And
there was the Navy construction team
working side by side with members of the
Mexican Navy. It was a great sign of co-
operation, and it reflects the spirit of
friendship that defines the relationship be-
tween our two countries and defines our
personal relationship.
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When you were speaking, I thought
about the first time I went to visit you.
I was newly elected and flew down to your
fantastic ranch. And that started a very im-
portant relationship. And I think it'’s impor-
tant for the people of our countries to
know that while we haven’t agreed on every
single issue, that nevertheless, we work in
the spirit of friendship and cooperation.

Today we had a very important discus-
sion. We discussed border security. The
President understands, and I understand,
we have an obligation to secure our bor-
ders. And I want to thank your Govern-
ment for sending out such a strong state-
ment about the need for—that the shared
responsibility we have. In other words, bor-
der security is not just one country’s pre-
rogative; it’s the prerogative and duty of
both countries. And we spent time talking
about how to work together to continue
to strengthen that cooperation necessary to
do our duty.

I also appreciate the President’s work to
enforce Mexico’s southern border. It’s a dif-
ficult job, but nevertheless, the President
shared with me the strategies he’s employ-
ing to do that job as well.

Obviously, the migration issue came up.
I told the President there is a legislative
process that’s going forward, and that it
may look cumbersome to some, but that’s
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