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Mar. 24 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

I want to thank you all for coming to 
support Michael Sodrel. Thanks for your 
interest. Thanks for your concern about our 
future. May God bless Indiana. May God 
continue to bless the United States of 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in 
the Murat Centre. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr., of 
Indiana, and his wife, Cheri; and Prime Min-
ister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

Message on Freedom Efforts in Belarus 
March 24, 2006 

I send greetings to those working to re-
turn freedom to Belarus and observing the 
88th anniversary of the first effort to estab-
lish an independent Belarus. 

Freedom is the birthright of every 
human soul and the permanent hope of 
all mankind. The desire for justice, free-
dom, human rights, and accountable, rep-
resentative government is universal. Nations 
grow by allowing the talents and liberties 
of their people to flourish, not by sup-
pressing freedom. By upholding the rule 
of law, limiting the power of the state, 
holding free and fair elections, and respect-
ing the rights of all people, governments 
can foster more hopeful societies and em-
power their citizens. 

I appreciate those who labor in the shad-
ows to return freedom to Belarus, and our 

Nation’s thoughts are with those who have 
been harassed, detained, imprisoned, or 
beaten for their efforts. The United States 
condemns the actions by Belarusian secu-
rity services on the morning of March 24, 
and we urge all members of the inter-
national community to join us in con-
demning any and all abuses and demanding 
that Belarusian authorities respect the 
rights of their own citizens to express them-
selves peacefully. The United States will 
continue to stand with the people of 
Belarus and all those who are working to 
help Belarus take its rightful place in the 
community of democracies. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

The President’s Radio Address 
March 25, 2006 

Good morning. On Monday, I will attend 
a naturalization ceremony here in Wash-
ington. It’s always inspiring to watch a 
group of immigrants raise their hands and 
swear an oath to become citizens of the 
United States of America. These men and 
women follow in the footsteps of millions 
who’ve come to our shores seeking liberty 
and opportunity, and America is better off 
for their hard work and love of freedom. 

America is a nation of immigrants, and 
we’re also a nation of laws. And our immi-
gration laws are in need of reform. So at 
Monday’s ceremony, I will discuss my vi-
sion for comprehensive immigration reform 
that will secure our borders, improve en-
forcement of our immigration laws, and up-
hold our values. 

Comprehensive immigration reform be-
gins with securing our borders. Since I took 
office, we’ve increased funding for border 
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