AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION
GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Mar. 24

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he

referred to Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S.
Oleh Shamshur. H.R. 1053, approved March
23, was assigned Public Law No. 109-205.

Memorandum on the National Flood Insurance Program

March 23, 2006

Memorandum for the Secretary of the
Homeland Security

Subject: National Flood Insurance Program

Pursuant to the authority vested in me
by the Constitution and laws of the United
States, including 42 U.S.C. 4016, I have

reviewed and hereby approve your request
to issue notes to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury in excess of $18.5 billion, but not to
exceed $20.775 billion, for the National
Flood Insurance Program.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Remarks at a Celebration of Greek Independence Day

March 24, 2006

Thank you. Welcome. Your Eminence,
thank you for your kind words. You're a
philosopher; youre a wise person; youre
an incredibly compassionate soul; and I'm
proud to call you friend. Thank you for
being here.

Thank you for inviting me to help cele-
brate the 185th anniversary of Greek Inde-
pendence. America is a better country be-
cause of Greek Americans. It's something
about the passion, the verve for life, the
willingness to serve. I am blessed by having
Greek Americans in my administration, two
of the most important of whom have joined
us, Your Eminence: John Negroponte, the
Director of the National Intelligence, and
the Homeland Security Adviser, Frances
Fragos Townsend.

Madame Foreign Minister, we are
thrilled to have you here. Thank you for
coming. Let me just say this, that it is a
wise government who relies upon the judg-
ment and advice of a woman as a Foreign
Minister or Secretary of State. [Laughter]
And I look forward to sharing our visit with
my mother and dad, who are close to the

Minister. And I know they’re going to be
thrilled to know that you're strong and opti-
mistic in serving your great country with
class and dignity.

Mr. Ambassador, thank you as well. Ap-
preciate—good to see you, sir. I appreciate
Christos Folias, who is the Deputy Minister
of Economy for Greece. Welcome, sir. It’s
good to see you.

I am really pleased that Senator Paul
Sarbanes is with us today. He has served
with great distinction in the United States
Senate. He has decided to move on to
other ventures, and the State of Maryland
will miss his leadership. Proud you're here,
Sir.

I want to thank those who wear the Na-
tion’s uniform. Your Eminence, as you
know, ours is a remarkable country, where
people are willing to volunteer to serve our
country in times of war. And our Nation
is blessed to have men and women who,
in the face of danger, say, “I want to help.”
So thanks for coming. More importantly,
thanks for serving. I know you share the
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