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NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:38 a.m. 
on March 17 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
March 18. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on 

March 17 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Remarks on Arrival From Camp David, Maryland 
March 19, 2006 

Progress in Iraq 

This morning I had a phone call with 
our Ambassador to Iraq, and the Ambas-
sador informed me of the progress that the 
Iraqis are making toward forming a unity 
government. I encouraged the Iraqi leaders 
to continue to work hard to get this Gov-
ernment up and running. The Iraqi people 
voted for democracy last December; 75 
percent of the eligible citizens went to the 
polls to vote. And now the Iraqi leaders 
are working together to enact a government 
that reflects the will of the people. And 
so I’m encouraged by the progress; the Am-
bassador was encouraged by it. 

Today, as well, marks the third anniver-
sary of the beginning of the liberation of 
Iraq, and it’s a time to reflect. And this 
morning my reflections were upon the sac-
rifices of the men and women who wear 

our uniform. Ours is an amazing nation 
where thousands have volunteered to serve 
our country. They volunteered to—many 
volunteered after 
9/11, knowing full well that their time in 
the military could put them in harm’s way. 
So on this third anniversary of the begin-
ning of the liberation of Iraq, I think all 
Americans should offer thanks to the men 
and women who wear the uniform and 
their families who support them. 

We are implementing a strategy that will 
lead to victory in Iraq. And a victory in 
Iraq will make this country more secure 
and will help lay the foundation of peace 
for generations to come. 

May God continue to bless our troops 
in harm’s way. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:56 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. 

Remarks Following Discussions With Secretary General Jakob Gijsbert 
‘‘Jaap’’ de Hoop Scheffer of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
March 20, 2006 

President Bush. Fine-looking crowd 
we’ve attracted here, fine-looking crowd. 

Mr. Secretary General, thanks for com-
ing. We’ve just had a wide-ranging discus-
sion on a variety of issues, which is what 
you’d expect when allies and friends come 
together. We discussed Iraq, and I want 
to thank NATO for its involvement in help-

ing train Iraqi security forces so they can 
end up protecting the Iraqi people from 
the—from those who want to kill innocent 
life in order to affect the outcome of that 
democracy. 

I want to thank you very much for your 
strong involvement in Afghanistan. A 

15 2010 13:51 Jun 03, 2010 Jkt 211656 PO 00000 Frm 00502 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\211656.012 211656



503 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Mar. 20 

NATO presence in Afghanistan is really im-
portant. I learned that firsthand when I 
went to Afghanistan and talked to the— 
President Karzai and his Government. They 
were very supportive of the mission and 
thankful for the mission. NATO is effective, 
and that’s one of the things that’s really 
important for our citizens to understand, 
that our relationship with NATO is an im-
portant part of helping us to win the war 
on terror. 

We also talked about Darfur in the 
Sudan. I’d called the Secretary General ear-
lier this year. I talked to him about a strat-
egy that would enable NATO to take the 
lead in Darfur. However, some things have 
to happen prior to that happening. And 
the first thing is that the African Union 
must request from the United Nations a 
U.N. mission to convert the AU mission 
to a U.N. mission, at which point if that’s 
done, the—NATO can move in with United 
States help—inside of NATO—to make it 
clear to the Sudanese Government that 
we’re intent upon providing security for the 
people there and intent upon helping work 
toward a lasting peace agreement. 

And so I appreciate your understanding 
of that. The first time I made the phone 
call to the Secretary General, he fully un-
derstood the challenge, fully understood the 
need, and it was great to work with a friend 
in peace to devise a strategy on how to 
move forward. 

So thanks for coming. Looking forward 
to the meeting later on this year, big 
NATO summit. And I’m convinced that, 
like the last summit we had, you’ll lead 
that meeting with the efficiency and profes-
sionalism that you’re known for. 

Secretary General de Hoop Scheffer. 
Thank you very much, Mr. President. Let 
me echo what the President has been say-
ing about NATO delivering, about NATO 

making the difference. In Afghanistan, the 
fight against terror is an extremely impor-
tant element there. NATO indeed assists 
in the African Union in Darfur, and I’m 
quite sure, as I’ve told the President, that 
when the U.N. comes, the NATO allies 
will be ready to do more in enabling the 
United Nations force in Darfur. 

NATO assisted after Hurricane Katrina. 
NATO had a major humanitarian operation 
in Pakistan. NATO is in the Balkans. All 
26 NATO allies participate in one way or 
the other in the training mission in Iraq. 
Now I want to see NATO-trained Iraqi offi-
cers taking their responsibility in fighting 
the terrorists in their own country. 

In other words, NATO is delivering. And 
in the runup to the NATO summit in Riga 
at the end of the year, as the President 
mentioned, we’ll make sure—and NATO 
will make sure that this will be an impor-
tant event. 

In NATO’s outreach, let me mention the 
Middle East, North Africa, Israel, Jordan, 
the nations of the gulf—NATO’s contacts 
with other nations who share our values— 
we have Australia, Japan, South Korea— 
in other words, we’ll see to it that the mili-
tary agenda of NATO and the political 
agenda of NATO will be very seriously ad-
dressed in Riga. And I’m very glad for the 
support, the permanent support, and the 
friendship of our most important ally, the 
United States, and its leader, President 
Bush. 

Thank you very much. 
President Bush. Thank you. Yes, good. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:16 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Hamid 
Karzai of Afghanistan. 
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Remarks to the City Club of Cleveland and a Question-and-Answer Session 
in Cleveland, Ohio 
March 20, 2006 

The President. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. Sanjiv, thanks for the introduction. 
He called me on the phone and said, ‘‘Lis-
ten, we believe in free speech, so you’re 
going to come and give us a speech for 
free.’’ [Laughter] Thanks for the invitation; 
thanks for the warm welcome. It’s good 
to be here at the City Club of Cleveland. 

For almost a century, you have provided 
an important forum for debate and discus-
sion on the issues of the day. And I have 
come to discuss a vital issue of the day, 
which is the safety and security of every 
American and our need to achieve victory 
in the war on terror. 

I want to thank the mayor for joining 
us. Mr. Mayor, appreciate you being here. 
It must make you feel pretty good to get 
the ‘‘Most Livable City’’ award. [Laughter] 
I want to thank all the members of the 
City Club for graciously inviting me to 
come. I want to thank the students who 
are here. Thanks for your interest in your 
government. I look forward to giving you 
a speech and then answering questions, if 
you have any. 

The central front on the war on terror 
is Iraq, and in the past few weeks, we’ve 
seen horrific images coming out of that 
country. We’ve seen a great house of wor-
ship, the Golden Mosque of Samarra, in 
ruins after a brutal terrorist attack. We have 
seen reprisal attacks by armed militia on 
Sunni mosques. We have seen car bombs 
take the lives of shoppers in a crowded 
market in Sadr City. We’ve seen the bodies 
of scores of Iraqi men brutally executed 
or beaten to death. 

The enemies of a free Iraq attacked the 
Golden Mosque for a reason: They know 
they lack the military strength to challenge 
Iraqi and coalition forces in a direct battle, 
so they’re trying to provoke a civil war. 
By attacking one of Shi’a Islam’s holiest 

sites, they hoped to incite violence that 
would drive Iraqis apart and stop their 
progress on the path to a free society. 

The timing of the attack in Samarra is 
no accident. It comes at a moment when 
Iraq’s elected leaders are working to form 
a unity government. Last December, 4 
short months ago, more than 11 million 
people expressed their opinion. They said 
loud and clear at the ballot box that they 
desire a future of freedom and unity. And 
now it is time for the leaders to put aside 
their differences; reach out across political, 
religious, and sectarian lines; and form a 
unity government that will earn the trust 
and the confidence of all Iraqis. My admin-
istration, led by Ambassador Zal Khalilzad, 
is helping and will continue to help the 
Iraqis achieve this goal. 

The situation on the ground remains 
tense. And in the face of continued reports 
about killings and reprisals, I understand 
how some Americans have had their con-
fidence shaken. Others look at the violence 
they see each night on their television 
screens and they wonder how I can remain 
so optimistic about the prospects of success 
in Iraq. They wonder what I see that they 
don’t. So today I’d like to share a concrete 
example of progress in Iraq that most 
Americans do not see every day in their 
newspapers and on their television screens. 
I’m going to tell you the story of a northern 
Iraqi city called Tall ‘Afar, which was once 
a key base of operations for Al Qaida and 
is today a free city that gives reason for 
hope for a free Iraq. 

Tall ‘Afar is a city of more than 200,000 
residents, roughly the population of Akron, 
Ohio. In many ways, Tall ‘Afar is a micro-
cosm of Iraq. It has dozens of tribes of 
different ethnicity and religion. Most of the 
city residents are Sunnis of Turkmen origin. 
Tall ‘Afar sits just 35 miles from the Syrian 
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