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was a different story. Millions of Irish came
to our shores because of war and poverty
and famine. Often they arrived with noth-
ing but the faith of their fathers and a
willingness to work. These men and women
who built our cities were also the soldiers
who defended our freedom in every one
of our wars. They're the priests and they’re
the nuns who built a system of parochial
schools that provided a decent education
for millions of poor immigrants. And
theyre now doing the same thing for a
new generation of African Americans and
Latino Americans in our inner cities.

Like Saint Patrick, the Irish in America
began their life in their new land as exiles,
but came to love it as home. Finally, the
ties between Ireland and America are re-
flected in our common commitment to
bring the blessings of liberty to every man
and woman and child on this Earth.

In the 20th century, Ireland won its
independence and raised up a democracy
that offered its people a just and better
life. In the 21st century, Ireland is now
helping other nations who share the same
aspirations for peace and prosperity by
fighting hunger and the spread of HIV/
AIDS in Africa, by supporting relief efforts
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Good morning. In recent weeks, Ameri-
cans have seen horrific images from Iraq:
the bombing of a great house of worship
in Samarra, sectarian reprisals between
Sunnis and Shi'as, and car bombings and
kidnapings. Amid continued reports about
the tense situation in parts of that country,
it may seem difficult at times to understand
how we can say that progress is being
made. But the reaction to the recent vio-
lence by Iraq’s leaders is a clear sign of
Iraq’s commitment to democracy.
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for victims of the tsunami in Asia, and by
helping the Afghan people rebuild their
lives and their country. Ireland is inde-
pendent when it comes to foreign policy,
but Ireland is not neutral when it comes
to the global challenges like hunger and
disease and human rights.

Taoiseach, you're making a big contribu-
tion to our world, and we appreciate it.
The United States appreciates all of Ire-
land’s efforts for peace and freedom. Amer-
icans are grateful to our Irish friends, and
we are proud of our Irish heritage.

The Census Bureau tells us there are
more than 34 million Americans that claim
Irish ancestry. On Saint Patrick’s Day, I
suspect that number jumps a little bit.
[Laughter] On this special day, we honor
the saint who brought the gospel of peace
to the Green Isle, and we count ourselves
blessed by the warm friendship between
his adopted land and our own.

Thanks for coming. Appreciate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:31 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House.
The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Prime Minister Ahern.

I'm encouraged to see that Iraqi political
leaders are making good progress toward
forming a unity government, despite the
recent violence. Our Ambassador to Iraq,
Zal Khalilzad, reports that the violence has
created a new sense of urgency among
these leaders to form a national unity gov-
ernment as quickly as possible. I urge them
to continue their work to put aside their
differences, to reach out across political,
religious, and sectarian lines, and to form
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a government that can confront the ter-
rorist threat and earn the trust and con-
fidence of all Iraqgis.

I also remain optimistic because, slowly
but surely, our strategy is getting results.
This month, I'm giving a series of speeches
to update the American people on that
strategy. I'm discussing the progress we are
making, the lessons we have learned from
our experience, and how we are fixing what
has not worked. This past week, I discussed
the security element of our strategy. I
spoke about our increasingly successful ef-
forts to train Iraqgi security forces to take
the lead in the fight against the terrorists.
And T described our strengthened efforts
to defeat the threat of improvised explosive
devices, or IEDs.

On Monday, I will give a speech dis-
cussing how we are working with all ele-
ments of Iraqi society to remove the terror-
ists and restore order in Iraqi cities, to re-
build homes and communities, and to
achieve the stability that can come only
from freedom. I will also share some con-
crete examples of how this approach is suc-
ceeding—evidence of real progress that is
too often lost amid the more dramatic re-
ports of violence.

Sunday marks the third anniversary of
the beginning of Operation Iragi Freedom.
The decision by the United States and our
coalition partners to remove Saddam
Hussein from power was a difficult deci-
sion, and it was the right decision. America
and the world are safer today without Sad-
dam Hussein in power. He is no 1onger
oppressing the Iraqi people, sponsoring ter-
ror, and threatening the world. He is now
being tried for his crimes, and over 25 mil-
lion Iragis now live in freedom. This is
an achievement America and our allies can
be proud of.

These past 3 years have tested our re-
solve. We've seen hard days and setbacks.
After the fall of Saddam Hussein, the ter-
rorists made Iraq the central front in the
war on terror, in an attempt to turn that
country into a safe haven where they can

plan more attacks against America. The
fighting has been tough. The enemy has
proved brutal and relentless. We have
changed our approach in many areas to re-
flect the hard realities on the ground. And
our troops have shown magnificent courage
and made tremendous sacrifices.

These sacrifices by our coalition forces—
and the sacrifices of Iragis—have given
Iraq this historic opportunity to form a
democratic government and rebuild itself
after decades of tyranny. In the past 3
years, Iraqis have gone from living under
a brutal tyrant to liberation, sovereignty,
free elections, a constitutional referendum,
and last December, elections for a fully
constitutional government. By their cour-
age, the Iraqi people have spoken and
made their intentions clear: They want to
live in a democracy and shape their own
destiny.

In this fight, the American and Iraqi peo-
ple share the same enemies because we
stand for freedom. The security of our
country is directly linked to the liberty of
the Iraqi people, and we will settle for
nothing less than complete victory. Victory
will come when the terrorists and
Saddamists can no longer threaten Iraqg’s
democracy, when the Iraqi security forces
can provide for the safety of their own citi-
zens, and when Iraq is not a safe haven
for the terrorists to plot new attacks against
our Nation.

More fighting and sacrifice will be re-
quired to achieve this victory, and for some,
the temptation to retreat and abandon our
commitments is strong. Yet there is no
peace, there’s no honor, and there’s no se-
curity in retreat. So America will not aban-
don Iraq to the terrorists who want to at-
tack us again. We will finish the mission.
By defeating the terrorists in Irag, we will
bring greater security to our own country.
And when victory is achieved, our troops
will return home with the honor they have
earned.

Thank you for listening.
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NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:38 a.m.
on March 17 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
March 18. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on

March 17 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks on Arrival From Camp David, Maryland

March 19, 2006

Progress in Iraq

This morning I had a phone call with
our Ambassador to Iraq, and the Ambas-
sador informed me of the progress that the
Iraqgis are making toward forming a unity
government. I encouraged the Iraqi leaders
to continue to work hard to get this Gov-
ernment up and running. The Iraqi people
voted for democracy last December; 75
percent of the eligible citizens went to the
polls to vote. And now the Iraqi leaders
are working together to enact a government
that reflects the will of the people. And
so I'm encouraged by the progress; the Am-
bassador was encouraged by it.

Today, as well, marks the third anniver-
sary of the beginning of the liberation of
Iraq, and it's a time to reflect. And this
morning my reflections were upon the sac-
rifices of the men and women who wear

our uniform. Ours is an amazing nation
where thousands have volunteered to serve
our country. They volunteered to—many
volunteered after
9/11, knowing full well that their time in
the military could put them in harm’s way.
So on this third anniversary of the begin-
ning of the liberation of Iraq, I think all
Americans should offer thanks to the men
and women who wear the uniform and
their families who support them.

We are implementing a strategy that will
lead to victory in Iraq. And a victory in
Iraq will make this country more secure
and will help lay the foundation of peace
for generations to come.

May God continue to bless our troops
in harm’s way. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:56 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks Following Discussions With Secretary General Jakob Gijsbert
“Jaap” de Hoop Scheffer of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization

March 20, 2006

President Bush. Fine-looking crowd
we've attracted here, fine-looking crowd.

Mr. Secretary General, thanks for com-
ing. We've just had a wide-ranging discus-
sion on a variety of issues, which is what
you'd expect when allies and friends come
together. We discussed Iraq, and I want
to thank NATO for its involvement in help-
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ing train Iraqi security forces so they can
end up protecting the Iragi people from
the—from those who want to kill innocent
life in order to affect the outcome of that
democracy.

I want to thank you very much for your
strong involvement in Afghanistan. A
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