
408 

Mar. 4 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

more than 30 percent. And all this trade 
is creating jobs and opportunity in America. 
So we will continue to work to level the 
playing field for our workers, farmers, and 
businesses—and deliver a better life for all 
Americans. 

The final stop on my trip was Pakistan, 
another important ally in the war on terror. 
After September the 11th, 2001, President 
Musharraf understood that he had to make 
a fundamental choice. He could turn a 
blind eye and leave his people hostage to 
the terrorists, or he could join the free 
world in fighting the terrorists. 

President Musharraf made the right 
choice for his people, and America appre-
ciates his leadership. Since he joined the 
fight against terror, President Musharraf 
has faced several attempts on his life, yet 
President Musharraf has not faltered. He 
understands that the terrorists are a threat 
to the peace and security of the Pakistani 
people and the world. 

Our relations with Afghanistan, India, 
and Pakistan will enhance the security of 
our country. By working with these leaders 
and the people of these three nations, we’re 
seizing the opportunities this new century 
offers and helping to lay the foundations 
of peace and prosperity for generations to 
come. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:05 a.m. 
on March 3 in the Muarya Sheraton Hotel 
and Towers in New Delhi, India, for broad-
cast at 10:06 a.m., e.s.t., on March 4. The 
transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on March 3 but was 
embargoed for release until the broadcast. 
Due to the 5-hour time difference, the radio 
address was broadcast after the President’s 
midday remarks in Islamabad, Pakistan. In 
his address, the President referred to Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh of India; and 
President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of this address. 

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Pervez Musharraf of 
Pakistan in Islamabad 
March 4, 2006 

Mr. President and Mrs. Musharraf and 
distinguished guests, Laura and I thank you 
for the warm and gracious welcome. It’s 
such a pleasure to be here in Pakistan. 
We’ve had a fantastic day. I was fooled 
by a googly. [Laughter] Otherwise, I’d have 
been a better batsman. But it’s been a full 
day, Mr. President, and your hospitality has 
overwhelmed us, and thank you. 

I bring greetings from my fellow citizens, 
in particular the thousands of Pakistani 
Americans who call my land home, folks 
who have really made a tremendous con-
tribution to the United States of America. 

Our nations are strong allies, Mr. Presi-
dent. We’re allies in the war on terror, 
and we’re allies in laying the foundation 

of lasting peace. In the struggle in the war 
on terror, Pakistan and America has lost 
many good citizens. And we ask for God’s 
blessings on their families. Pakistan’s efforts 
to enhance peace and security have earned 
the respect and the admiration of the 
American people. When the terrorists are 
defeated and when the peace is won, our 
two nations will share the peace together. 

The American people care deeply about 
the people of Pakistan. We watched with 
horror and great sorrow as last year’s earth-
quake devastated this ancient land. Ameri-
cans have experienced the trauma of nat-
ural disasters in our own country, and we’ve 
witnessed the power of friendship to re-
build lives and to restore hope. I’m proud 
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of the U.S. relief efforts. I want to thank 
those officials who are here to help the 
people of Pakistan. 

I’m pleased that our helicopters earned 
the name ‘‘angels of mercy’’ from those 
who were anxious for help in the moun-
tains. I’m proud that our Government and 
businesses and private organizations and in-
dividual families also saw your need and 
gave their time and treasures to help re-
build this vital nation. Our donations reflect 
the compassion of our country, the respect 
we have for Pakistan. And we will make 
good on our donations, Mr. President. 

America and Pakistan have confronted 
great challenges together, and we will con-
tinue to do so. Americans will support the 
Pakistani people as they take further steps 
toward democracy, expand educational op-
portunities for boys and girls, and create 

prosperity through innovation and global 
trade. Pakistan has a bright future because 
of its proud people and because of the 
hard work of a strong leader. President 
Musharraf, you’ve proved yourself to be a 
man of courage and vision. I appreciate 
the honor of being your partner in working 
for peace and security. 

And so, Mr. President, with gratitude for 
what we’ve accomplished and with opti-
mism for what we will yet accomplish, I 
offer my respect to you, to your gracious 
wife, and to the people of Pakistan. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. at 
the Aiwan-e-Sadr. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Sehba Musharraf, wife of President 
Musharraf. The transcript released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary also included 
the remarks of President Musharraf. 

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for Edward P. Lazear as Chairman 
of the Council of Economic Advisers 
March 6, 2006 

The President. Welcome. I’m here to 
swear in Ed Lazear as the Chairman of 
the Council of Economic Advisers. Thank 
you all for coming. Eddie has brought a 
lot of his family here. For the family mem-
bers who are here, welcome; thanks for 
supporting the old boy. [Laughter] I par-
ticularly want to thank Vicki and Julie, as 
well as his mother, Rose, for being here. 
I’m really glad you all are here. Does he 
still listen to you, Rose? [Laughter] 

Rose Lazear. Oh, yes. He’s a good boy. 
The President. That’s a good boy. Well, 

I hope my mother is saying the same thing 
about me. [Laughter] 

Eddie is an award-winning economist 
from Stanford University. He’s been a part 
of the Hoover Institute. He’s taught and 
lectured in Asia and the Middle East and 
Europe. He’s advised Governments in the 
former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 

on economic reform. He’s conducted path- 
breaking research in the field of labor eco-
nomics. He’s applied his theories to real- 
world problems like education and immi-
gration and compensation and productivity. 
He’s well-rounded, and he’s plenty smart. 

He also understands how to get his mes-
sage across. After all, he was voted teacher 
of the year at Stanford’s Graduate School 
of Business. That’s not an easy accomplish-
ment. He’s a founding editor of the Journal 
of Labor Economics. He’s a good man, who 
has served with distinction before in Gov-
ernment. He served on my Advisory Panel 
on Federal Tax Reform. And he’s going 
to be an outstanding Chairman of my 
Council of Economic Advisers. 

He succeeds another outstanding econo-
mist who still bears the title of Chairman, 
and that’s Ben Bernanke. He just wears 
his title over at another place here in 
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