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you in Congress who've worked to make
this reality, good work.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:33 p.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-

Statement on Signing the Trafficking
Act of 2005

January 10, 2006

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 972,
the “Trafficking Victims Protection Reau-
thorization Act of 2005.” This Act enhances
our ability to combat trafficking in persons
by extending and improving prosecutorial
and diplomatic tools, and also adds new
protections for victims.

Section 104(e)(2) purports to require the
Secretary of State, prior to voting for a
new or reauthorized peacekeeping mission
under the auspices of a multilateral organi-
zation (or, in an emergency, as far in ad-
vance as is practicable), to submit to the
Congress a specific report. The executive
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ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he
referred to Rebecca Turner Gonzales, wife
of Attorney General Alberto R. Gonzales.
H.R. 972, approved January 10, was assigned
Public Law No. 109-164.

Victims Protection Reauthorization

branch shall construe this reporting re-
quirement in a manner consistent with the
President’s constitutional authority as Com-
mander in Chief and the President’s con-
stitutional authority to conduct the Nation’s
foreign affairs.

GEORGE W. BUsH
The White House,
January 10, 2006.

NotEe: H.R. 972, approved January 10, was
assigned Public Law No. 109-164.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National
Emergency Relating to Cuba and of the Emergency Authority Relating to

the Regulation of the Anchorage and
January 10, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent to the Federal
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Movement of Vessels

Register for publication the enclosed notice,
which states that the emergency declared
with respect to the Government of Cuba’s
destruction of two unarmed U.S.-registered
civilian aircraft in international airspace
north of Cuba on February 24, 1996, as
amended and expanded on February 26,
2004, is to continue in effect beyond March
1, 2006.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released

by the Office of the Press Secretary on Janu-
ary 11. The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Remarks on the War on Terror and a Question-and-Answer Session in

Louisville, Kentucky
January 11, 2006

The President. Thank you all. Please sit
down. I think I will. Bad view. [Laughter]
Thanks for having me. What I thought I'd
do is maybe make some opening comments
and answer any questions you got. I prob-
ably can’t stay here all day, since I've got
a job to do, but I'm interested in your
opinions and your point of view.

I hope the questions are broader than
the war on terror; if you want, you can
ask me anything you want. We got an econ-
omy that's going good, and perhaps you
want to know what we’re going to do to
keep it growing. You know, we got a health
care system that needs reform. We got an
energy problem in the United States. I
mean, there’s a lot of issues that I'd be
more than happy to talk about.

I do want to talk about how to secure
this country and keep the peace. Before
I do, T want to thank Joe. He stole my
line “Reagan-Bush”—([laughter]. It was
going to work just fine, until he took it.
[Laughter] But thank you for setting this
up. Thanks a lot for the sponsors. I appre-
ciate you all taking time out of your day,
and I appreciate your interest.

Before I begin, I do want to say I mar-
ried well. Tm sorry the First Lady isn't
with me. She is a heck of a person. I love
her dearly, and she sends her very best
to our friends here in Louisville, Kentucky.

I thank the Governor for being here and
the Lieutenant Governor. And I want to
thank your mayor. The mayor showed me
a pair of cufflinks that my dad gave him
when he was the President and the mayor

was the mayor. [Laughter] It looks like the
mayor is going to outlast both Bushes.
[Laughter]

I also want to thank Congresswoman
Anne Northup. I call her a friend because
she is one. She brings a lot of dignity to
the halls of the United States Congress.
I'm sure there are some folks here who
don’t necessarily agree with the party she’s
picked, and that's okay. But one thing
you've got to agree with is she’s honest;
she’s capable; and she’s a decent, honorable
soul. And I appreciate you. I want to thank
Ron Lewis. He’s a Congressman from Ken-
tucky as well. And you let somebody slide
across the border in Congressman Mike
Sodrel. T appreciate both the Congressmen
being here as well. I'm looking forward to
working with you in the year 2006. We've
got a lot to do.

Let me—I wish I didn’t have to say this,
but we're still at war, and that’s important
for the citizens of this Commonwealth to
understand. You know, no President ever
wants to be President during war. But this
war came to us, not as a result of actions
we took; it came to us as a result of actions
an enemy took on September the 11th,
2001. And I vowed that day, starting when
I was in Florida and got on the airplane
to head across the country, that I would
use everything in my power—obviously,
within the Constitution—but everything in
my power to protect the American people.
That is the most solemn duty of Govern-
ment, is to protect our people from harm.
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