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of freedom is stirring in the Middle East, 
and no one should bet against it. 

We can also have confidence in our 
cause—we have the greatest force for free-
dom in the history of the world on our 
side, the men and women of the United 
States Armed Forces. They are serving with 
courage and distinction on many fronts in 
the war on terror. And I know America’s 
veterans feel a special bond with them as 
they defend freedom in foreign lands. 

In this war, we’ve lost some really good 
men and women who left our shores to 
defend liberty and did not live to make 
the journey home. Others have returned 
from war with wounds the best medicine 
cannot heal. As veterans, you’ve lost friends 
and comrades in the field of battle, and 
you understand the sadness that has come 
to some of our Nation’s military families. 
We pray for the families of the fallen, and 
we honor the memory of all who have 
given their lives in freedom’s cause. And 
we will honor that memory by defeating 
the terrorists and spreading liberty and lay-
ing the foundation of peace for generations 
to come. 

I appreciate the Legion’s support for our 
troops in the fight. I appreciate the exam-
ple you have set for those who wear the 
uniform today. 

Before Veterans Day a few years ago, 
a group of soldiers serving in Iraq sent 
a letter to the American Legion Head-
quarters here in Washington. They wrote, 

‘‘Veterans of past wars will forever be in 
our hearts as American heroes. Their sac-
rifices give us courage, and their devotion 
reminds us of what we are fighting for.’’ 
Our men and women on the frontlines are 
taking inspiration from the valor and cour-
age that you’ve shown on the field of battle. 
When they face dark moments in the thick 
of the fight, they remember that you faced 
enemies as brutal and determined as those 
who threaten America today, and they re-
member how you prevailed. And now 
they’re picking up your mantle and carrying 
on your fight. And like our veterans, they’re 
bringing security to our citizens and free-
dom to the world. 

Thank you for your idealism. I thank you 
for your dedication to God and country. 
May God bless our veterans. May God 
bless our troops in uniform. And may God 
continue to bless our country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. at the 
Capital Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Tom Bock, national commander, 
and John Sommer, executive director, Amer-
ican Legion; Paul Hasz, commander, Amer-
ican Legion, District of Columbia; Prime 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; and 
Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force— 
Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks. 

Interview With Doordarshan of India 
February 24, 2006 

India-U.S. Relations 

Q. Well, Mr. President, how is your strat-
egy partnership with India is going to shape 
up during the forthcoming visit? 

The President. Well, first of all, our stra-
tegic partnership had a great start, or a 
great impetus, when your Prime Minister 

came to visit here in Washington. We had 
a wonderful visit. And one of the important 
things about diplomacy is to get to know 
your counterpart. And I got to know the 
Prime Minister and admire him as really 
a decent fellow who is smart and capable. 
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And this visit will help foster not only 
the personal relationship, though, but a 
strategic partnership that is growing all the 
time. And it’s one that is very important 
for the American people and, I think, the 
people of India. This relationship between 
the United States and India can produce 
good results for our people but also will 
enable us to achieve some international ob-
jectives as well. 

Civilian Nuclear Power Program in India 
Q. Well, in the context of excellent bilat-

eral relations, which you have just men-
tioned, I think, what’s your take on the 
civilian nuclear program? 

The President. Well, it’s a tough issue. 
It’s a tough issue for the Prime Minister; 
I understand that, and it’s a tough issue 
for me. I knew it was going to be a hard 
issue, because we have to convince—both 
of us have to convince our respective peo-
ple it’s in the interest to have a civilian 
nuclear program supported by the United 
States and India, as well as a civilian nu-
clear program that’s separate from a mili-
tary program in India. 

And I understood the politics was going 
to be difficult, and there’s still work to be 
done. We’ve just got to continue to come 
up with an agreement that both of us can 
live with. But the relationship is broader 
than just the civilian nuclear issue. I’ve told 
the American people, we want India to de-
velop a civilian nuclear power program. 
We’re all, kind of, connected globally, par-
ticularly when it comes to the price of en-
ergy. And the more nuclear power used 
by great emerging democracies and econo-
mies like India, the better off we’ll all be. 

Q. Well, there’s an impression, as re-
flected in the U.S. media, that you are sur-
rendering your interests while proposing to 
supply civilian nuclear technology to India. 
What do you tell them? 

The President. Well, I tell them it’s in 
the interests of the world that India have 
a nuclear power industry. On the other 
hand, it’s also very important for India to 

understand our concerns about making sure 
that there’s a—that a civilian program is 
separate from the military, and there’s the 
IAEA safeguards. And again, we’re breaking 
some new ground. I’m not surprised that 
it’s difficult to reach a consensus. And we’ll 
keep trying and working at it. 

The key thing is, though, that the people 
of India understand that our relationship 
is a vital relationship. And it’s vital on a 
variety of fronts. It’s vital when it comes 
to commerce and trade and prosperity; it’s 
vital on fighting the war on terror. I mean, 
the people of India know what terror is 
all about; you’ve been hit before. And it’s 
vital on working together to achieve a more 
peaceful world. And so I’m really looking 
forward to this trip. It’s going to be exciting 
for us. 

War on Terror 
Q. I think the—terrorism is one area— 

a joint working group has been working 
excellently, even before the unfortunate in-
cident of 9/11, between India and U.S. But 
the terrorist training camps and training in-
frastructure in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
has not been totally dismantled. How about 
a—and from the Pak-Afghan border, sir, 
also, troops are being—your troops are 
being targeted. So how—— 

The President. Well, listen, I understand 
the war on terror is universal, and it’s very 
important for all of us to work together 
to stop the advance and the goals of these 
terrorists. And you bring up Pakistan; it’s 
an interesting moment in our relationships 
with each other. It used to be that if Amer-
ica were close to Pakistan, then the Indian 
Government—— 

Q. Yes, that zero-sum game, that is over. 
The President. It was zero-sum. And now 

I think President Musharraf understands 
that it’s important for me to have a good 
relationship with India and vice versa. 
Prime Minister Singh understands. And we 
do have a good relationship with both. But 
on my trip to Pakistan, I will of course 
talk about the terrorist activities, the need 
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to dismantle terrorist training camps and 
to protect innocent life, because one of the 
real dangers of the terrorist movement is 
that they’ll kill innocent people to achieve 
an objective. And India and President 
Musharraf, as well as our country, cares 
deeply about innocent life. We respect 
human life. 

Trade With India 
Q. Now about trade and commerce, 

which we are mentioning. Well, in your 
Asia Society speech—I attended; I heard 
it, was a spectacular speech you made. 

The President. Thank you. 
Q. So you talked about this Indian mid-

dle class, the 300 million, which is bigger 
than U.S. 

The President. It is. 
Q. Growing, emerging market and all 

that. But still, India right now contributes 
only 1.3 percent of your global export. 

The President. Right. 
Q. So what’s the roadmap? 
The President. Well, the roadmap is to 

continue to work for openness, opening 
markets on both sides. Listen, trade, again, 
this is an issue that takes time to develop. 
Our relationship is a growing relationship, 
and we’re constantly addressing needs to 
make sure that markets are open. We are 
going to have a business CEO forum with 
India CEOs and American CEOs that will 
brief us on what more we can do together. 

And we’re democracies. I mean, India 
is a great democracy. And democracies, 
there’s constant pressure against certain ad-
vances. People have their opinion, and peo-
ple are allowed to express their opinion. 
And opening markets is difficult. It’s dif-
ficult for a lot of countries, and it’s not 
easy for America, either. But the purpose 
of the trip is to continue to work to open 
up markets because opening markets and 
free trade that’s fair trade will benefit work-
ers and families on both sides of the trad-
ing equation. 

India-U.S. Relations 
Q. Well, military-to-military relationship 

is again another success story, new heights. 
It is—every day it is reaching new heights. 

The President. Yes. 
Q. Marrying of technologies and under-

standing each other—and what about the 
same kind of cooperation in the field of 
defense industry? 

The President. In what now? 
Q. In defense industry, joint production 

with India, America, technology transfer. 
The President. Well, as you know, there’s 

a lot of technology transfer. And I quoted 
the example of Texas Instruments having 
a plant in India’s silicon valley, a research 
center, and that’s a classic case of techno-
logical transfer. Knowledge is technology, 
is the advancement of technology. And lis-
ten, this country has greatly benefited by 
Indian Americans, and Indians that have— 
with advanced degrees and degrees that 
have—unbelievably smart—engineering and 
different aspects of science and technology. 
And we welcome the presence of Indian 
students here in America, as well as the 
great contribution of our Indian Americans. 

But technology transfers oftentimes re-
quire knowledge transfers, and one of the 
things about the relationship that has 
emerged is the fact there’s a lot of knowl-
edge transfer between private sectors and 
through research institutions, and that’s 
positive. 

President’s Upcoming Visit to India 
Q. Well, the last question—this is your 

first visit to India. 
The President. It is. 
Q. While preparing to visit India and 

political negotiations, have you discussed 
with Mrs. Bush how to negotiate hot Indian 
curry? [Laughter] 

The President. Well, I’m going to have 
to—I’ll have to try that on. I’ll tell you 
afterwards. My one regret is that I’m not 
going to go see the Taj Mahal. And that’s 
not the fault of the Indian Government; 
that’s the fault of the George W. Bush 

15 2010 13:51 Jun 03, 2010 Jkt 211656 PO 00000 Frm 00354 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\211656.008 211656



355 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Feb. 24 

schedulers. And obviously, it goes to show 
sometimes the President doesn’t get all his 
wishes. 

But I am really looking forward to going 
to the country. I am looking forward to 
meeting members of the Government. I’m 
looking forward to having private time with 
the Prime Minister. And I know Laura 
joins me in telling the Indian people, 
thanks for friendship, and we can’t wait 
to come to your country. 

Q. Thank you very much. And welcome 
to India, you and Mrs. Bush. And I think 

there will be many more visits after this. 
The President. I hope so. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 11:18 a.m. 
in the Map Room at the White House for 
later broadcast, and it was embargoed by the 
Office of the Press Secretary until 9 p.m. In 
his remarks, the President referred to Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh of India; and 
President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of this interview. 

Interview With Pakistan Television 
February 24, 2006 

Pakistan-U.S. Relations 

Q. Mr. President, you are paying a visit 
to Pakistan at a very crucial juncture, at 
a time when changes are being experienced 
in the region. And people of Pakistan are 
pinning a lot of hope on your visit because 
they think many problems are there and 
your visit will play a very vital role in it. 
So what is your vision for making this trip 
more meaningful and productive? 

The President. The first thing that’s really 
important for people to understand is that 
relations between our countries oftentimes 
depend on the relations between the lead-
ers. In other words, President Musharraf 
and I can set a tone for the relationship 
because of our capacity to talk to each 
other. And it’s important to be with each 
other and to share concerns and to talk 
about ideas. And so one object of the trip 
is to continue what is a good relationship. 
A good relationship between me and the 
President tends to permeate throughout 
our Government. 

Secondly, I—and one reason we’ve got 
a good relationship is we speak frankly with 
each other. Listen, I understand he has got 
a difficult job—made really difficult by the  

fact that people have tried to kill him, as 
you know. Extremists have decided that he 
is a obstacle to their vision and, therefore, 
have tried to kill him. And so he’s not 
only a man who’s shown great courage in 
the face of adversity, but he does have a 
vision of how to work together to achieve 
common objectives. 

Secondly, I want the people of Pakistan 
to know that the American people care 
about them, that ours is a relationship that’s 
much bigger than just the war on terror; 
that when our Chinooks flew supplies into 
the rural part of Pakistan, it wasn’t out 
of a sense of just, kind of, pure diplomacy, 
it was out of a sense of care and concern 
about the individuals. And I understand 
sometimes people may have—wonder about 
our motives, wonder about America’s true 
concerns. And this will give me a chance 
to speak to the people of Pakistan and say, 
‘‘Look, we care for you,’’ and remind peo-
ple that in our country, there’s great Paki-
stani Americans. We’re a rich society be-
cause we’ve got people from around the 
world, including people who were born and 
raised in Pakistan and have now chosen 
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