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Statement on the Bombing of the Golden Mosque in Samarra, Iraq

February 22, 2006

On behalf of the American people, I ex-
tend my deepest condolences to the people
of Iraq for the brutal bombing of the Gold-
en Mosque in Samarra, one of the holiest
sites in Shi'a Islam. The terrorists in Iraq
have again proven that they are enemies
of all faiths and of all humanity. The world
must stand united against them and stead-
fast behind the people of Iraq. This sense-
less crime is an affront to people of faith
throughout the world. The United States
condemns this cowardly act in the strongest
possible terms.

I ask all Iraqis to exercise restraint in
the wake of this tragedy and to pursue jus-
tice in accordance with the laws and Con-
stitution of Iraq. Violence will only con-
tribute to what the terrorists sought to
achieve by this act.

The United States stands ready to do
all in its power to assist the Government
of Iraq to identify and bring to justice those
responsible for this terrible act. And the
American people pledge to work with the
people of Iraq to rebuild and restore the
Golden Mosque of Samarra to its former

glory.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Extending Generalized System of

Preferences Benefits to Liberia
February 22, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am writing to inform you of my intent
to add Liberia to the list of beneficiary
developing countries and to the list of least-
developed beneficiary developing countries
under the Generalized System of Pref-
erences (GSP). I have carefully considered
the criteria identified in sections 501 and
502 of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended.
In light of these criteria, I have determined
that it is appropriate to end the suspension
of Liberia as a GSP beneficiary developing
country and to extend least-developed ben-

eficiary developing country benefits to Li-
beria.

This notice is submitted in accordance
with section 502(f) of the Trade Act of
1974.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. The related proclamation
of February 22 is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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