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White House and has helped develop poli-
cies that will strengthen our Nation’s fami-
lies, schools, and communities.

Claude is a good and compassionate
man, and he has my deep respect and my

gratitude. I thank him for his many years
of principled and dedicated service to our
country. Laura and I wish Claude, Jann,
and their family all the best.

Remarks to the House Republican Conference in Cambridge, Maryland

February 10, 2006

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank
you very much. It’s an honor to be back
here again. Mr. Speaker, thank you for your
leadership and your friendship. One of the
real joys of being in Washington is to be
able to work with Speaker Hastert. He is
a straightforward—{applause]. Some of my
buddies at home say, “What's he like?” I
say, “He’s a straightforward, no-nonsense
kind of guy who’s here to get things done.”
And, Mr. Speaker, thank you for your lead-
ership and your friendship.

I congratulate the majority leader, John
Boehner; looking forward to working with
you, John. Congratulations to you. I appre-
ciate Roy Blunt. He’s a—right after I called
Boehner from Air Force Ome, I called
Blunt, and I said, “I want to say two things
to you: One, thanks for waging the race
for the majority leader; and second, thanks
for passing the reconciliation package.” He
said, “If I could count votes as good on
my race as I did on the reconciliation pack-
age”—Ilaughter]. But I appreciate a man
who is gracious in defeat. But he’s still got
an important position, and I'm looking for-
ward to working with you, Roy. Thank you.

I appreciate the rest of the folks up here.
Thank you all for coming. It is an honor
to serve our country with you. 1 hope you
feel that way as well. There is nothing more
heartwarming and exhilarating than to rep-
resent the good people of the United States
of America here in Washington. I want to
thank you all for your service. I particularly
want to thank your families for your service
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to our country as well. The cause is noble
and worthwhile.

A couple of things I want to say, and
then I'll be glad to answer some of your
questions. First, the state of our Union is
strong, and it’s getting stronger. And I want
to thank you all for putting policies in place
that, on the one hand, spread prosperity
throughout the country and, at the same
time, spread freedom and peace throughout
the world.

You know, we've overcome a lot in this
country. If you really think about what this
economy has been through, it's amazing
how resilient and flexible and strong our
economy is. Were growing at faster rates
than any major industrialized nation in the
world. We've added over 4.5 million new
jobs since April of 2003. The national un-
employment rate is 4.7 percent. Produc-
tivity is high.

One of the things we've been working
together is to promote an ownership soci-
ety. More people own a home than ever
before in our Nation’s history. More minor-
ity families own a home than ever before
in our Nation’s history. Small businesses are
thriving. The economic plan we put in
place is working. And it starts with saying
to the American people, “We trust you with
your own money.”

We've got a record, and it’s a record
of accomplishment. We have worked close-
ly together to achieve results for the Amer-
ican people. We've been fiscally wise with
the people’s money. I want to thank you
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for that bill you sent me that I signed yes-
terday. It's hard work to cut out and cut
back on programs that don’t work. Every
program sounds beautiful in Washington,
DC, until you start analyzing the results.
And T want to thank you for being wise
with the people’s money.

You know, you hear people in Wash-
ington, DC, saying, “Well, we’ve got to
solve the deficit, and the best way to do
it is raise the people’s taxes.” We under-
stand that’s not the way Washington works.
What happens is, theyll raise your taxes
and figure out new ways to spend your
money. The best way to reduce the deficit
is to keep progrowth policies in place and
be wise with the taxpayers” money.

The House passed a good piece of legis-
lation to help us secure our borders, and
I want to thank you for that. The House
passed good energy legislation last year.
The House passed good tort reform last
year, including class-action reform and
bankruptcy. The House passed the PA-
TRIOT Act last year. The House passed
CAFTA last year. Last year was a year of
accomplishment for the House of Rep-
resentatives, thanks to the leadership here
at the table.

And we're ready to lead again. We don’t
fear the future because were going to
shape the future of the United States of
America. And that means supporting our
troops in harm’s way. I want to thank you
for supporting the troops last year, and I
look forward to working with you to sup-
port our troops this coming year.

We'll continue to lead. And I want to
appreciate your steadfast support in the war
on terror. Our most important responsibility
is to protect the American people from
harm. And I want to thank the Members
of Congress for working with the adminis-

tration to protect the American people
from future attack.

You know, in my State of the Union—
thanks for paying attention to it when I
got up there the other day—[laughter]—
I talked about how best to keep the country
competitive. You know, some would lose
confidence in the capacity of this country
to lead, and kind of hide behind walls.
That’s not what we think. We're confident
in America, and we're confident in our peo-
ple, and we’re confident that we can work
together to put good policies in place that
will keep this country the world’s leader
when it comes to the economy. So I'm
looking forward to working with you to con-
tinue to be fiscally sound with the people’s
money and to put those tax cuts we put
in place in a permanent status.

I'm looking forward to working with you
on expanding health savings accounts so we
can strengthen the doctor-patient relation-
ship. I'm looking forward to working with
you on making sure that we become less
dependent on Middle Eastern oil by pro-
moting alternative sources of energy. I'm
looking forward to working with you on
making sure our education system remains
strong and our kids can learn math and
science so we remain the most competitive
nation in the world.

I'm looking forward to working with you,
and I'm confident we’ll continue the suc-
cess we have had together. And so T've
come to say thanks for your hard work in
the past, and thanks for what we’re going
to do to make this country—to continue
to be the greatest country on the face of
the Earth.

God bless your work. May God continue
to bless our country.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:23 p.m. at
the Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay.
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The President’s Radio Address
February 11, 2006

Good morning. Today I want to talk to
you about the new Medicare prescription
drug coverage that went into effect on Jan-
uary 1st of this year.

When I came into office, I found a
Medicare system that was antiquated and
not meeting the needs of America’s seniors.
The system would pay tens of thousands
of dollars for a surgery but not a few hun-
dred dollars for the prescription drugs that
could have prevented the surgery in the
first place. So working with Congress, we
passed critical legislation that modernizes
Medicare, provides seniors with more
choices, and gives seniors better access to
the prescription drugs they need.

Since the program went into effect 6
weeks ago, more than 24 million people
with Medicare now have prescription drug
coverage, and hundreds of thousands more
are enrolling each week. The competition
in the prescription drug market has been
stronger than expected and is lowering
costs for taxpayers and seniors alike. This
year, the Federal Government will spend
20 percent less overall on the Medicare
drug benefit than projected just last July.
The average premium that seniors pay is
a third less than had been expected—ijust
$25 per month instead of $37 per month.
And the typical senior will end up spending
about half of what they used to spend on
prescription drugs each year.

Last month in Oklahoma City, a senior
named Dorothy Brown signed up for Medi-
care prescription drug coverage. Dorothy
has six prescriptions, and previously she
paid about $300 a month for her medicines.
A Medicare enrollment counselor at a shop-
ping mall helped Dorothy log on to the
Medicare web site, where she typed the
information on Dorothy’s Medicare card
and listed Dorothy’s prescriptions. When
the counselor was finished, the computer
showed five different plans that fit
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Dorothy’s needs. Dorothy chose the least
expensive plan, and now, instead of paying
$300 a month, she will pay about $36 a
month for her medicines. As a result, Doro-
thy will save more than $3,000 this year.

For Dorothy and for the vast majority
of our seniors, the new prescription drug
program is working well. Still, when you
make a big change in a program involving
millions of people, there are bound to be
some challenges, and this has been the case
with the new drug coverage. Some people
had trouble the first time they went to the
pharmacy after enrolling. Information for
some beneficiaries was not transferred
smoothly between Medicare, drug plans,
and the States. And in the early days of
the drug coverage, waiting times were far
too long for many customers and phar-
macists who called Medicare or their drug
plans to seek help.

Secretary of Health and Human Services
Mike Leavitt has traveled to 18 States in
the past 3 weeks to meet with Governors
and make sure the prescription drug pro-
gram is working for everyone, and we're
making good progress. We're ensuring that
drug plans have more up-to-date informa-
tion on their beneficiaries, and we’re im-
proving data-sharing among Medicare,
health plans, and the States. We have also
extended the transition period from 30 days
to 90 days, to guarantee that seniors do
not go without the medicine they need as
they switch to a new drug plan. We have
also acted to ensure that phone calls to
the Medicare help line are now answered
with little or no waiting time, and we're
working with insurers to help them do the
same on their phone lines.

Despite early challenges, the results so
far are clear: The new Medicare prescrip-
tion drug plan is a good deal for seniors.
If youre a Medicare recipient and have
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