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community. Ben is an economist’s econo-
mist, one of the most esteemed leaders in
the field. He understands that economics
is more than just crunching numbers; good
economics embraces policies that unleash
hope and hard work and the power of free
people to be able to fashion and improve
their lives. Ben Bernanke will work every
day to keep America’s economic prospects
strong and prosperous. He'll be a superb
Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, thank you for agreeing
to serve. Congratulations.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:04 a.m. at
the Federal Reserve. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to former Chairman of the Federal
Reserve Paul A. Volcker. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of Chairman
Bernanke.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring the Dance Theatre of Harlem

February 6, 2006

Good evening. Laura and I welcome you
to the White House for what is going to
be a very special evening. One of the inter-
esting things about living here is that, on
occasion, some of our Nation’s finest artists
come to perform. Nothing like having great
performers in your living room. [Laughter]
And tonight we’re looking forward to a fan-
tastic performance.

As we gather during African American
History Month, tonight we honor the
Dance Theatre of Harlem and its unique
founder, Arthur Mitchell. America is
blessed to have people like Arthur Mitchell
in our midst. So, Arthur, thank you for
coming; thank you for your care and con-
cern for our Nation’s youth; and thank you
for being dogged in your determination to
see that this program flourishes. And we're
glad to be a part of seeing that the program
does flourish.

Since its creation in 1969, the company
has set a new standard for excellence in
dance and has won international acclaim.
The Dance Theatre of Harlem School has
provided thousands of students the oppor-
tunity to study dance, some of whom we'll
see tonight. The Dance Theatre’s commu-
nity outreach programs are now bringing
arts education to people all across America
and around the world.

For almost four decades, the Dance The-
atre of Harlem has done a lot to enrich
countless lives through its brilliant perform-
ances and educational efforts. And so to-
night I offer a toast to the achievements
and continued success of Arthur Mitchell
and the Dance Theatre of Harlem.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 7:56 p.m. in
the State Dining Room at the White House.

Remarks at the Funeral Service for Coretta Scott King in Lithonia, Georgia

February 7, 2006

To the King Family, distinguished guests,
and fellow citizens: We gather in God’s
house, in God’s presence, to honor God’s
servant, Coretta Scott King. Her journey

was long and only briefly with a hand to
hold. But now she leans on everlasting
arms. I've come today to offer the sym-
pathy of our entire Nation at the passing
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of a woman who worked to make our Na-
tion whole.

Americans knew her husband only as a
young man. We knew Mrs. King in all the
seasons of her life, and there was grace
and beauty in every season. As a great
movement of history took shape, her dig-
nity was a daily rebuke to the pettiness
and cruelty of segregation. When she wore
a veil at 40 years old, her dignity revealed
the deepest trust in God and His purposes.
In decades of prominence, her dignity drew
others to the unfinished work of justice.
In all her years, Coretta Scott King showed
that a person of conviction and strength
could also be a beautiful soul. This kind
and gentle woman became one of the most
admired Americans of our time. She is
rightly mourned, and she is deeply missed.

Some here today knew her as a girl and
saw something very special long before a
young preacher proposed. She once said,
“Before I was a King, I was a Scott.” And
the Scotts were strong and righteous and
brave in the face of wrong. Coretta eventu-
ally took on the duties of a pastor’s wife
and a calling that reached far beyond the
doors of the Dexter Avenue Baptist
Church.

In that calling, Dr. King’s family was sub-
jected to vicious words, threatening calls
in the night, and a bombing at their house.
Coretta had every right to count the cost
and step back from the struggle. But she
decided that her children needed more
than a safe home; they needed an America
that upheld their equality and wrote their
rights into law. And because this young
mother and father were not intimidated,
millions of children they would never meet
are now living in a better, more welcoming
country.

In the critical hours of the civil rights
movement, there were always men and
women of conscience at the heart of the
drama. They knew that old hatreds ran
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deep. They knew that nonviolence might
be answered with violence. They knew that
much established authority was against
them. Yet they also knew that sheriffs and
mayors and Governors were not ultimately
in control of events, that a greater authority
was interested and very much in charge.
The God of Moses was not neutral about
their captivity. The God of Isaiah and the
prophets was still impatient with injustice.
And they knew that the Son of God would
never leave them or forsake them.

But some had to leave before their time,
and Dr. King left behind a grieving widow
and little children. Rarely has so much
been asked of a pastor’s wife, and rarely
has so much been taken away. Years later,
Mrs. King recalled, “I would wake up in
the morning, have my cry, then go in to
them. The children saw me going forward.”

Martin Luther King, Jr., had preached
that unmerited suffering could have re-
demptive power. Little did he know that
this great truth would be proven in the
life of the person he loved the most. Others
could cause her sorrow, but no one could
make her bitter. By going forward with a
strong and forgiving heart, Coretta Scott
King not only secured her husband’s legacy,
she built her own. Having loved a leader,
she became a leader. And when she spoke,
America listened closely, because her voice
carried the wisdom and goodness of a life
well lived.

In that life, Coretta Scott King knew
danger; she knew injustice; she knew sud-
den and terrible grief. She also knew that
her Redeemer lives. She trusted in the
Name above every name. And today we
trust that our sister Coretta is on the other
shore—at peace, at rest, at home. May God
bless you, and may God bless our country.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. at the
New Birth Missionary Baptist Church.
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Remarks Following Discussions With King Abdullah IT of Jordan

February 8, 2006

President Bush. Your Majesty, welcome
back. I have had two good discussions with
His Majesty. Last night His Majesty and
the Crown Prince came to have dinner with
Laura and me and some Members of Con-
gress, and we had a really good discussion.
We had a little time by ourselves to talk
strategically about the world and our deep
desire for this world to be peaceful.

Of course, we talked about Iraq, Iran,
the Palestinian Territories. And I appreciate
your vision and your desire to achieve a
better world for the people in your neigh-
borhood.

We also talked about a topic that re-
quires a lot of discussion and a lot of sen-
sitive thought, and that is the reaction to
the cartoons. I first want to make it very
clear to people around the world that ours
is a nation that believes in tolerance and
understanding. In America, we welcome
people of all faiths. One of the great at-
tributes of our country is that you're free
to worship however you choose in the
United States of America.

Secondly, we believe in a free press. We
also recognize that with freedom comes re-
sponsibilities. With freedom comes the re-
sponsibility to be thoughtful about others.
Finally, I have made it clear to His Maj-
esty, and he made it clear to me, that we
reject violence as a way to express dis-
content with what may be printed in a free
press. I call upon the governments around
the world to stop the violence, to be re-
spectful, to protect property and protect
the lives of innocent diplomats who are
serving their countries overseas.

And so, Your Majesty, thank you for
coming. I'm proud to share the moment
with you.

King Abdullah. Thank you very much for
your kind words. And I would just like to

echo what the President said. We've had
some very fruitful discussions, and we’re
appreciative of the vision and the desire
that the President has for peace and sta-
bility in our part of the world. He has
always strived to make life better for all
of us in the Middle East, and I tremen-
dously appreciate that role.

The issue of the cartoons, again, and with
all respect to press freedoms, obviously,
anything that vilifies the Prophet Moham-
med—peace be upon him—or attacks Mus-
lim sensibilities, I believe needs to be con-
demned. But at the same time, those that
want to protest should do it thoughtfully,
articulately, and express their views peace-
fully. When we see protests—when we see
destruction, when we see violence, espe-
cially if it ends up taking the lives of inno-
cent people, is completely unacceptable.
Islam, like Christianity and Judaism, is a
religion of peace, tolerance, moderation.

And we have to continue to ask our-
selves, what type of world do we want for
our children? I too often hear the word
used as, tolerance. And tolerance is such
an awful word. If we are going to strive
to move forward in the future, the word
that we should be talking about is accept-
ance. We need to accept our common hu-
manity and our common values. And I
hope that lessons can be learned from this
dreadful issue, that we can move forward
as humanity, and truly try to strive to-
gether, as friends and as neighbors, to bring
a better world to all.

President Bush. Thank you, Your Maj-
esty. I appreciate you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:26 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Crown Prince Hus-
sein of Jordan.
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