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let us also work for the day when all Ameri-
cans are protected by justice, equal in
hope, and rich in opportunity.

A hopeful society acts boldly to fight dis-
eases like HIV/AIDS, which can be pre-
vented and treated and defeated. More
than a million Americans live with HIV,
and half of all AIDS cases occur among
African Americans. I ask Congress to re-
form and reauthorize the Ryan White Act
and provide new funding to States, so we
end the waiting lists for AIDS medicines
in America. We will also lead a nationwide
effort, working closely with African Amer-
ican churches and faith-based groups, to
deliver rapid HIV tests to millions, end the
stigma of AIDS, and come closer to the
day when there are no new infections in
America.

Fellow citizens, we’ve been called to
leadership in a period of consequence.
We've entered a great ideological conflict
we did nothing to invite. We see great
changes in science and commerce that will
influence all our lives. Sometimes it can
seem that history is turning in a wide arc
toward an unknown shore. Yet the destina-
tion of history is determined by human ac-
tion, and every great movement of history
comes to a point of choosing.

Lincoln could have accepted peace at the
cost of disunity and continued slavery. Mar-

Remarks in Nashville, Tennessee
February 1, 2006

The President. Thank you all very much.
Thanks for coming. Please be seated.

Audience member. We love you—T[in-
audible].

The President. Thanks for being here.
Yes. I can see—[applause]. Did you say
you love Laura? So do I. You stole my
line. [Laughter] Thanks for coming. This
is an amazing experience to be here. I can
see why my buddy Gatlin finds that extra
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tin Luther King could have stopped at Bir-
mingham or at Selma and achieved only
half a victory over segregation. The United
States could have accepted the permanent
division of Europe and been complicit in
the oppression of others. Today, having
come far in our own historical journey, we
must decide: Will we turn back or finish
well?

Before history is written down in books,
it is written in courage. Like Americans
before us, we will show that courage, and
we will finish well. We will lead freedom’s
advance. We will compete and excel in the
global economy. We will renew the defin-
ing moral commitments of this land. And
so we move forward, optimistic about our
country, faithful to its cause, and confident
of the victories to come.

May God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:12 p.m. in
the House Chamber of the Capitol. In his
remarks, he referred to Usama bin Laden,
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization;
senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al
Zarqawi; and President Hamid Karzai of Af-
ghanistan. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript
of this address.

note when he stands out here and sings.
It's a fantastic hall. The last time Laura
and I were here, we were honoring Mother
and Dad for their 50th wedding anniver-
sary. Mother thought he’d lost his mind
when he said, “Honey, I want to celebrate
the 50 years of marriage at the Grand Ole
Opry.” I said, “Gosh, you got good judg-
ment, Dad, you know.” [Laughter] So
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thanks for coming. I'm really thrilled to
be here.

I should have probably come before I
gave my speech. When I was on the plane
flying down here, 1 thought, how cool
would it be to give a State of the Union
address in a Porter Wagoner outfit. [Laugh-
ter]

I do want to give you some of the
thoughts behind what I said in my State
of the Union. That's what I've come to
do. You know, it's one thing to give the
speech—TI think it’s important to come here
to Nashville to tell people the reason why
I said some of the things I said. I think
it will help you understand why I have
made some of the decisions I have made.

One of the interesting things about the
Presidency is we get to entertain a lot, and
my favorite—the favorite folks to entertain
are the people that Laura and I grew up
with. I like my buddies from west Texas.
I liked them when I was young; I liked
them when I was middle-age; I liked them
before I was President; and I like them
during President; and I like them after
President. And it’s fun to have them come
to the White House. It’s neat to show off
this fantastic experience that Laura and I
are being able to go through. When they
first walk in there, theyre amazed at the
White House. And the second thing is,
theyre amazed I'm in the White House.
[Laughter] And they always say, “What's
it like to be President of the United
States?™ And after I say it's just a huge
honor, which it is, T say, “If T could give
you the job description, it would be deci-
sionmaker.” T have to make a lot of deci-
sions. And today what I'd like to do is
share with you why I have made decisions
in the context of the State of the Union
I gave last night.

Before I do, I really am thrilled Laura’s
traveling with me. She’s a great First Lady.
She is—[applause]. T'm proud to be trav-
eling with your two United States Sen-
ators—the majority leader of the United
States Senate, Bill Frist. He’s a good man.

He’s a good guy to deal with. He is doing
a fantastic job of herding cats. [Laughter]
And T'm proud to be here with Senator
Lamar Alexander as well.

A little later on, I'm going to talk about
a key component of the competitive agen-
da, and that is to make sure our folks are
educated for the jobs of the 21st century.
And T will tell you that Lamar had a lot
to do with planting this in my mind. He’s,
as you know, made his fame here in Ten-
nessee for being a great education Gov-
ernor. You'll be pleased to hear he’s carried
over that passion into the Halls of the
United States Senate. And so in case I for-
get to give him credit later on, he deserves
a lot of credit for making sure that we're
competitive in the 21st century.

I appreciate the members of the state-
house who are here. Thanks for serving.
I appreciate those in local government who
are here. I understand the mayor is here,
Mayor Purcell. I appreciate you taking time
out of your busy day. I know you didn’t
ask for any advice. My only advice is, fill
the potholes. [Laughter] Works every time,
Mayor. [Laughter]

I want to thank the good folks here at
Gaylord Entertainment for letting me come
by and just explain some things to the peo-

le of Tennessee. This is such a fantastic

facility. I had been here before my mother
and dad’s 50th wedding anniversary when
I was—happened to be involved in the
baseball business. I can remember the win-
ter meetings we held here. And we're still
looking for two of our guys that worked
for us. They got lost—[laughter]l—in one
of the 14 lobbies in this fantastic facility.
It’s a wonderful place.

I want to thank those of you who wear
our Nation’s uniform who have joined us
today. We particularly want to recognize
Lieutenant Colonel Dan Epright. He’s in
active duty, U.S. Air Force. He’s on a 2-
week leave from Iraq, where he’s stationed
in the International Zone in Baghdad as
the American Forces Network—Iraq, com-
mander. He’s in his 20th year of active
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duty. I don’t know where Colonel Epright
is, but wherever you are, thanks for serving.
Welcome back—Epright. Thank you very
much. Is that your wife? I knew exactly
where Epright was; I just forgot. [Laughter]
And TI'm proud that his wife is with him.

Yesterday I said something I really mean:
As we give praise to our troops who wear
the uniform, we must also remember to
give praise to military families who support
the troops.

Our state of the Union is strong. I say
that because America is working hard to
protect ourselves; we're spreading freedom;
our economy is vigorous and strong as well.
But there’s some uncertainty in people’s
minds. People are uncertain, in spite of
our strong union, because of war. And I
understand that. I think it is—my job is
as much educator in chief as it is Com-
mander in Chief. And during times of un-
certainty, it’s important for me to do what
I'm doing today, which is to explain the
path to victory, to do the best I can to
articulate my optimism about the future.

But I understand there’s an anxiety about
a time of war. That’s natural, it seems like
to me. Even though this economy is roar-
ing—and it’s strong, particularly when you
think—recognize we’ve overcome a lot.
This year alone we’ve overcome higher en-
ergy prices and natural disasters, and yet
we really are the envy of the world. Our
economy is the envy of the world. And
yet people are changing jobs a lot, and
there’s competition from India and China,
which creates some uncertainty.

My worry is, is that people see that un-
certainty and decide to adopt isolationist
policies or protectionist policies. In other
words, in uncertain times, it’s easy to—
for people to lose confidence in the capac-
ity of this country to lead and to shape
our future.

Last night in my speech, I talked about
a couple of themes. And one of the themes
was that we must never lose sight of our
capacity to lead this world toward peace,
and that we must never fear—and we must
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never fear competition. But, on the other
hand, we've got to put solid policy in place
to make sure that we can compete.

First, let me talk about foreign policy
and why I'm concerned about isolationism.
We're at war, see. A lot of my thinking
in the speech I gave last night—and
speeches that I have been giving—is based
upon my understanding that we're at war.
On September the 11th, 2001, T vowed to
the American people that we would not
rest and tire in order to protect us. And
I have never forgotten that vow. As a mat-
ter of fact, every day of my Presidency,
I think about this war. That's what you've
got to understand. And so when you hear
me give a speech and talk about the dan-
gers to America, they are real, not imag-
ined. Some would like us to look at the
world the way we would hope it would
be. My job as your President is to look
at the world the way it is.

And T clearly see the threats to America.
My job is to worry about those threats.
That’s not your job. We got a lot of people
in Government worrying about those
threats on your behalf, so you can go about
your life. That's what we want. I knew after
September the 11th, people would—they
would tend to forget the nature of the
enemy and forget the war, because it’s nat-
ural. Who wants to live all your day worried
about the next attack? That's my job, to
worry about the attack. It’s the job of the
intelligence community and our military
and law enforcement. That’s what you pay
us to do. But I also recognize that if we
ever get weary or tired or uncertain and
withdraw within our boundaries, the enemy
is not going away.

The enemy is a bunch of coldblooded
killers that have taken a great religion—
taken parts of a great religion and con-
verted it into an ideology that is—they per-
verted a great religion, and they have an
ideology. We've been through ideological
struggles in the past. We've had an ideolog-
ical struggle against fascism and com-
munism. And we’re in that same kind of
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struggle now. That’s what’s important for
the American people to understand. They
have ambition. They want to spread their
totalitarian empire.

People say, “What do you mean by
that?” I say, the best thing to think about
is what life was like in Afghanistan for the
Taliban—under the Taliban, for the people
under the Taliban. It’s a life where young
girls couldn’t get an education. Think about
that. You talk about a dark vision of the
future—it’s a life where if you didn’t agree
with their view of religion, you were pun-
ished. It’s a life in which freedom of ex-
pression was not encouraged. It was a dim
view of the world. That’s what these people
think like.

They have stated clearly their desire to
hurt us. And we got to take what they
say seriously. When the enemy says some-
thing, an enemy which attacked us brutally
on September the 11th, I would hope you
would want the people in Government to
take their word seriously—which I do. They
have said they want to drive us out of Iraq.
They have said they want weapons of mass
destruction. In other words, they've got an
ideology that they want to spread, and they
want us to retreat. That’s what they have
openly stated. And that is why it’s essential
that we remain active in the world and
keep the lead for peace. We have the duty
to protect the American people. And so
our strategy is to never give in, and never
be—and never—[applause]. It's to never
lose heart. This enemy has got one weapon,
and it’s the weapon of fear.

What a fantastic country America is. We
deeply care about every human life. The
life of a child in Baghdad is precious. And
so when we see these killers kill some-
body—a young child outside a hospital
where one of our soldiers is handing out
candy—we weep, because Americans have
a deep compassion for every human being.
And the only weapon they have is to cause
us to weep and lose our nerve. And as
I said last night—it’s something I truly be-
lieve—they don’t understand the nature of

America. We love our freedom, and we
will do everything in our power to defend
our freedom.

And so were on the hunt for Al Qaida,
and we're going to stay on the hunt. And
we will bring them to justice. No doubt
in my mind—mo doubt in my mind we
are bringing them to justice. We're making
great progress in dismantling Al Qaida, and
the others who hide won’t be able to hide
long enough. We're using every asset in
our power to keep them on the defense,
to find them and bring them to justice.

Secondly, I said something that I meant
early on in this war against these terrorists,
and that is, is that—to countries, “If you
harbor a terrorist, youre equally as guilty
as the terrorist.” In other words, one of
the—J[applause]. Because I understand that
these terrorist networks need safe haven
in order to plan and plot. We're not dealing
with nation-states; were dealing with an
ideological movement that needs a nation
in which to hide. And so we made it clear
that if you're complicit with the murderers,
you're just as guilty as the murderers them-
selves. And that’s why we took the action
in Afghanistan. We gave the Taliban an op-
portunity to get rid of Al Qaida. They chose
not to, and we acted.

So, thirdly, when we see a threat, we've
got to deal with the threat. I remember
growing up in Midland—Gatlin grew up
in Odessa, by the way, right down the
road—or the Gatlins did. I was white collar;
he was blue collar. Anyway—(laughter]. I'm
President; he’s a singer. Anyway—[laugh-
ter]. You can tell I like him, because when
I put the needle out, it’s a sign of affection.
Just don’t give him the mike. Anyway—
llaughter].

When we grew up, oceans protected us,
it seemed like. We felt pretty safe and se-
cure from a attack on American soil. We
were concerned about a nuclear threat, but
nevertheless, we felt secure because we
were isolated from threats, it seemed like.
September the 11th changed my way of
thinking. It changed my way of thinking
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on a lot of things, and one way it changed
is that when we see a threat, we got to
deal with it. We can’t hope for the best.
One of the lessons of September the 11th
is we—threats should not be allowed to
fully materialize; otherwise, it will cause
harm to the American people.

I saw a threat in Iraq. The world saw
a threat in Iraq. We gave Saddam Hussein
a chance to deal with the world in good
faith by honoring the United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolutions. He chose—it was
his choice; he chose to defy the resolutions.
And so we took action. The world is safer
and America is more secure without Sad-
dam Hussein in power.

I recognize in a free society like ours,
there can be and should be debate on big
matters. I welcome the debate. But as I
said last night to Congress, whether you
agree or not agree with the decision, this
country has one option, and that’s victory
in Iraq. I say that because the enemy has
said they want to drive us out of Iraq and
use it as safe haven. We've got to take
the word seriously of those who want to
do us harm.

I want to describe right quick our plans
for victory in Iraq. First of all, anytime
we put our troops in harm’s way, we got
to go in with victory in mind. And the
victory is for Iraq to be a democracy that
can sustain itself and govern itself and de-
fend itself, a country which will be an ally
in the war on terror, a country which will
deny safe haven to the Al Qaida, and a
country which will serve as a powerful ex-
ample of liberty and freedom in a part of
the world that is desperate for liberty and
freedom.

The Iragis have shown incredible cour-
age and a strong desire to live in democ-
racy. If you really think about last year,
the year 2005, the progress toward democ-
racy was remarkable. Anyway you look at
it, it was remarkable. This young democracy
has gone from tyranny—/[inaudible]—a bru-
tal dictator that killed or had killed thou-
sands of people to a country which had
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a transitional government in an election,
to a country which wrote a progressive
Constitution for the Middle East and had
that Constitution ratified, to a country in
which 11 million people voted in elections
last December. You see, one of the things
that—[applause]—one of the inherent parts
of my foreign policy is my strong belief
that liberty is universal, that everybody de-
sires to be free, that freedom is not just
a Western idea or an American idea; free-
dom is lodged in the soul of every person.
I used—I put it—let me put it another
way to you: I believe there’s an Almighty,
and I believe the Almighty’s gift is freedom
to every single person in this world.

And if you believe that—I'm just getting
wound up here. [Laughter] 1 told Laura,
I'd try to keep it under a couple hours.
[Laughter] If you believe that, that freedom
is universal, then it shouldn’t surprise you
that 11 million people, more or less, went
to the polls. People want to be free, and
the Iraqis are showing the world that.

Secondly, we've got to make sure their
economy is able to function as good as pos-
sible so that people see the benefits of de-
mocracy. It’s one thing to have elections;
it’s another thing for people to say, “De-
mocracy is good for me; democracy is good
for my family.” And so we’re working on
reconstruction and fighting corruption and
making sure that there are tangible bene-
fits. And it’s been difficult because the
enemy is not only brutal in terms of killing
people, the enemy is just relentless in try-
ing to destroy infrastructure so that people
cannot see the benefits of democracy.

And the third aspect—and it’s one that
I know is dear to the hearts of many peo-
ple—is, how long will we be in Iraq? And
the answer is this: It's a security aspect.
And that is that if people want to be free
and if 11 million people chose to vote, the
question on people’s mind is, is there a
willingness for the Iraqis to defend their
own freedom? And I will tell you, the an-
swer we have seen, our commanders on
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the ground have seen, is, absolutely. Abso-
lutely. There is great bravery amongst these
Iraqi soldiers. Our job is to convert their
desire to protect their new democracy into
effective forces. And that’s what were
doing.

We've changed our training patterns.
When we first got in there—one of the
things I talked about over the Christmas
season or the holiday season—prior to the
holiday season—was that we've adjusted.
That's what happens. We see things, and
we change. We've done things differently.
When we first went in there, we helped
train an army for an external threat. Well,
sure enough, the external threat wasn't
nearly as significant as the internal threat.
And so we started adjusting our training
tactics. And we got good advice from Mem-
bers of the Senate and the House from
both political parties who went to Iraq and
came back and said, “Here’s what we've
seen.” And so we're changing.

And the security forces of Iraq are up
to about 230,000, more or less. But the
question is not just numbers. I first asked
about numbers. Youd read about these
suiciders knocking people off that were try-
ing to stand these recruiting stations, and
so the question is, are you able to get re-
cruits? If it's dangerous to sign up, are you
able to sign people up? And the answer
is, absolutely. People wanted to serve the
Iragi military, which is a good sign about
whether or not were succeeding in our
mission in training folks to defend their
freedom. And if theyre willing to sign up
in the face of suiciders, it says something
about their desire to protect their country.

The second question is, can they do the
job? Are we training them well enough so
they can take the fight on their own? And
the election was an interesting example
where the Iraqis were in the lead, and the
violence in the last election was significantly
lower than the violence in the first election.

Today, by video, I met with my—I met
not only in the room with my national secu-
rity team, but we had the Ambassador and

General Casey from Baghdad. And it’s in-
teresting to be able to communicate with
your commanders on the ground in real
time. And the reason I bring that up is
that they are constantly updating the na-
tional security team and me about the ef-
fectiveness of these troops and how much
territory we're turning over to the Iraqi
troops.

What I have told the American people
is, as the Iraqis stand up, we will stand
down. As the Iraqis are capable of taking
the fight to the enemy, we will reduce our
troop levels. We have two less brigades
there than we thought. In other words,
these troops are being trained—the troops
that we're training are more effective, more
capable of taking the fight to the enemy.
The commanders on the ground say, “We
need less American presence.”

Now, I'm going to talk—tell you some-
thing about timetables and withdrawals and
all that business. It is a mistake to have
a definitive timetable of withdrawal, be-
cause the enemy will react; the Iraqgis will
react. And it’s not fair to our men and
women who wear the uniform.

So I will make my decisions based upon
what these commanders tell me. That’s
what you expect of the Commander in
Chief. My job is to set the strategy. I just
told you what victory is all about. We've
defined victory. And now it’s up to the
commanders on the ground to help us
achieve that victory. And if they say these
Iraqis are capable of taking the fight,
they're there firsthand to tell me that, and
then we’ll reduce our troops based upon
their recommendation, not based upon the
politics in Washington, DC.

Another reason—in other words, we can’t
be isolationists and win the war on terror.
And we can’t be isolationist, either, because
it would prevent us from doing our duty
around the world, and not only make this
world a place where terrorists have trouble
recruiting, but to live to that admonition,
“To whom much is given, much is re-

quired.”
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Effective foreign policy is—recognizes
that we can help change conditions on the
ground to make life better for future gen-
erations of Americans. And I believe that
helping defeat HIV/AIDS on the continent
of Africa is—mot only reflects the great
compassion of America, but it will improve
lives for generations of Americans to come.
I believe defeating hopelessness and de-
spair and helping others defeat poverty is
in our national interest. I also know it re-
flects the deep character of the American
people.

If this country were to become isola-
tionist and withdraw and say we don’t care
about conditions of life elsewhere, we're
not only ceding the ground to terrorists,
we're not doing our duty as a compas-
sionate nation.

Do you realize we feed a lot of the hun-
gry in the world—and I'm proud of that
record—that we’re providing incredibly im-
portant lifesaving antiretroviral drugs to
help defeat HIV/AIDS on the continent of
Africa? There is a pandemic sweeping that
continent, and the United States of Amer-
ica is leading the world in helping save
lives. Do you realize that when the tsunami
hit earlier this past year, it was the United
States military that moved in and provided
immediate help and aid and comfort and
organization? Our choppers were flying res-
cue missions in Pakistan after the dev-
astating earthquake. In my judgment, an
active foreign policy, one that aids the suf-
fering and helps the poor, is one that is
in the interest of the United States of
America, both short term and long term.

And finally, if we were to withdraw, not
only would we cede ground to the terrorists
and endanger this country, we would miss
a fantastic opportunity to help spread lib-
erty. In my speech, I mentioned Roosevelt
and Kennedy, Truman, and Reagan. I did
so because I wanted to remind the Amer-
ican people that these leaders were one
that acted in confidence in our values. They
understood when America led, not only was
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America better off, but the world was. And
we're spreading freedom now.

For those of you who are young, I want
you to watch the spread of freedom in our
world. It's amazing to see, when you think
about it. The vote in Afghanistan was part
of freedom’s march. The vote in Iraq is
part of freedom’s march. People in Leb-
anon want to be free from Syria, and we're
working—the Palestinians voted. Now, that
election was an important election because
it said what the people on the street want-
ed. They wanted clean government. They
want people to pay attention to the edu-
cation needs and their health needs. In
order for us to—and Hamas, by the way,
now has a choice to make. If they want
to work with the United States of America,
they must renounce their desire to destroy
Israel; they must be a partner in peace.

Last night I spoke to the people of
Iran—spoke first to the Government of
Iran and said, “The world will continue to
come together in unity to say you can’t
have nuclear weapons.” But I also spoke
to the people, because I believe that every-
body desires to be free, and I just wanted
to assure them that someday, that they will
be able to have a choice in their Govern-
ment, and the United States looks forward
to a friendship with a free and democratic
Iran.

Liberty is universal, but it's important
also to understand that freedom and liberty
yield the peace we all want. One reason
to be active in the world is to spread peace.
If the United States were to withdraw, we’d
miss an opportunity to make this world a
more peaceful place for generations to
come.

I like to tell people about my relationship
with Prime Minister Koizumi because it
helps drive home the point about freedom
yielding peace. You know, my dad and, I
suspect, a lot of your relatives fought
against the Japanese in World War II. They
were the sworn enemy of the United States
of America. If there are any World War
IT vets here, theyll tell you what it was
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like during that period of time. The Japa-
nese attacked us, and we vowed to do ev-
erything in our power to defeat them. And
we sent a lot of kids into battle, and we
lost a lot of lives, and the Japanese lost
a lot of lives. It was a brutal battle, and
we WOn.

Interestingly enough, one of the people
that T work closest with in the world is
the Prime Minister of Japan. Isn’t that in-
teresting? At least it is to me. My dad
fought them, and now his son is working
to keep the peace with the Prime Minister
of the country that he went to war against.
And so what happened between when he
was 18 and I'm sitting here at 597 T'll tell
you what happened in between: Japan
adopted a Japanese-style democracy. Free-
dom has the capacity to convert enemies
into allies. Freedom has the capacity to
lay—[applause]l—{reedom has that capacity
to lay that foundation for peace for genera-
tions to come.

I believe we will be victorious in Iraq,
and I know that by laying that foundation
of peace in the Middle East, we’ll be able
to say, job well done. We have laid—we
have made a better chance for peace for
a generation of Americans coming up.
Someday, an American President will be
sitting down with a duly elected leader of
Iraq, working on keeping that peace, and
a new generation of Americans will say,
thank goodness this generation accepted
the responsibilities given to them.

Talk about a couple of other issues.
There is a duty of us in Washington to
protect you. One of the important aspects
of protecting you is to make sure our law
enforcement has all the tools necessary to
do their job. Right after September the
11th, members of both political parties
came together and said, “Let us make sure
that we tear down walls between intel-
ligence gathering service and law enforce-
ment services in America so they can share
information to connect dots and protect the
people.” And so they passed what's called
the PATRIOT Act.

The PATRIOT Act is an important piece
of legislation, in my judgment, because it
says to folks, “Here’s some tools that we
use in other areas of law enforcement now
applicable to intelligence, to protecting
you.” For example, some of the tools in
the PATRIOT Act were already being used
by people fighting off drug lords or Med-
icaid fraud, interestingly enough. The PA-
TRIOT Act had safeguards designed in it
where the programs were reviewed, and if
people had complaints about abuse of civil
liberty, they could bring them, and we
would know whether or not the law was
meeting intended consequences.

The law has worked. It's been a very
important tool for our law enforcement of-
ficials. The PATRIOT Act is set to expire.
The war against terrorists is not expiring.
These people need the tools necessary to
do their job. It's essential that Congress
reauthorize the PATRIOT Act.

I want to take a little time to explain
the terrorist surveillance program to you.
First, if T was trying to pull a fast one
on the American people, why did I brief
Congress? In other words—[applause].
Right after September the 11th, it was ap-
parent that there was some of the hijackers
in the United States who were calling Al
Qaida—Al Qaida operatives calling over-
seas. We don’t know what they were talking
about. Matter of fact, we found out about
the calls after it was too late. But I was
concerned about a system that wasn’t doing
everything we could to protect the Amer-
ican people, within the Constitution. And
so, as you would hope that the Commander
in Chief would do, I said to our operators,
people responsible for protecting you, “Are
we doing everything we can to protect you?
Come up with other ways to connect the
dots.” And this terrorist surveillance pro-
gram was designed by very capable
operatives.

But before I implemented the pro-
gram—I'm mindful of the fact that I took
an oath to uphold the Constitution and the

161



Feb. 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

laws of the United States. So I had law-
yers—the Attorney General and the Justice
Department—look at what I was doing. I'm
also mindful that people want to make sure
the President safeguards civil liberties while
we protect the country, that there needs
to be a balance. And so this is a program—
and I became comfortable with that bal-
ance and confident that I had the legal
authority to do what I did.

And so let me tell you what I did without
talking about the operating details. I'm sure
you can understand why you don’t want
the President or anybody talking about the
operating details. If youre at war and
you're trying to stop an enemy from attack-
ing you, why in the world would you want
to tell the enemy what theyre doing to
stop them, because theyll adjust. So I've
authorized NSA to listen to a phone call
from outside the United States in, or inside
the United States out. In other words, this
is not a program where we're listening to
phone calls inside the United States. One
of the people making the call has to be
Al Qaida, suspected Al Qaida, and/or affil-
iate.

This is a program in which we have
briefed key Members of the Congress a
lot of times. It is constantly reviewed by
a legal team, constantly reviewed. It is con-
stantly reviewed inside NSA by a legal
team. We are safeguarding your liberties.

Federal courts have ruled that the Presi-
dent—a President has constitutional author-
ity to use foreign intelligence surveillance
against enemies. Previous Presidents have
used the same constitutional authority I
have. I've got statutory authority as well.
The Congress passed the authorization to
use military force against Al Qaida after
September the 11th, and the Supreme
Court, in a recent opinion, ruled that the
President—the Congress gave me the au-
thority to use what’s called the “funda-
mental incidents of war.” In other words,
Congress authorized me to use force in the
fundamental incidents of war, which means
in this case, you can’t defeat the enemy
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until you know when the enemy is going
to hit. And therefore, using this surveillance
to find out the intention of the enemy is
a fundamental incident of war to protect
the American people. Let me put it to you
in Texan: If Al Qaida is calling into the
United States, we want to know.

Here’s the challenge at home—we got
a great economy. The American people are
amazing when you unleash their creativity
and talent. The entrepreneurial spirit of
this country is strong when we reinforce
that entrepreneurial spirit. Over the past
2% years, this economy has created 4.6
million new jobs; the unemployment rate
is 4.9 percent. Small businesses are flour-
ishing. After-tax income since ‘01 is up 7
percent. Productivity is very high, which
is important for quality of life and higher
standards of living. Homeownership is at
an alltime high; more minorities own a
home today in America than ever before
in our Nation’s history. This economy is
doing just fine.

But the question is, how do we stay com-
petitive? What do we do to make sure,
in a world in which competition is becom-
ing fiercer and fiercer—what do we do to
stay ahead of it? Now, some would say,
“Protect yourselves by withdrawing from
the world.” T think that is a huge mistake.
Protectionism doesn’t work. Protectionism
would default to other countries in the
world. That’s not the American way. Amer-
ica must be confident and lead and do what
is necessary to keep us competitive.

And T've got some ideas for you. First,
in order to make sure were competitive,
this economy has got to continue to grow.
Last night I said an interesting statistic, at
least I thought it was; otherwise, I wouldn’t
have said it, but—I[laughter]. 1 said the tax
relief we passed left $880 billion in the
hands of American families and small busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs. See, my philos-
ophy is that the more money you got, the
more of your own money you keep, you
will save and invest and spend, and that’s
how this economy grows. And the tax relief
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we passed is working because the American
people are responding.

And so how do we make sure that we
have economic vitality and growth. Well,
one thing you don’t want to do is take
money out of—if it has worked, why take
money out of your pocket? And the tax
relief we passed is set to expire. If Con-
gress doesn’t do anything, your taxes are
going to go up, which, in my judgment,
would be bad for the economy. In order
to keep America competitive, the Congress
needs to make the tax relief permanent.

You'll hear folks say, “Well, we got to
run up your taxes in order to balance the
budget.” That's not the way it works in
Washington. Theyre going to raise your
taxes so they can find new ways to spend
your money. That’s how it works. So I want
the tax cuts permanent, and I want to work
on the deficit by controlling Federal spend-
ing.

We can meet priorities. We can meet
priorities. See, you got to set priorities in
order to meet priorities. So long as we've
got kids in harm’s way, a priority will be
to make sure our troops have what’s nec-
essary to do their job.

We got a plan to cut this deficit in half
by 2009. It's just going to take Congress
making some hard choices. Part of my job
is to present a budget that gives them a
chance to show how to cut that deficit in
half by 2009. Looking forward to working
with them on achieving this objective.
[Laughter] But the long-term problem we
got is the mandatory spending. And I want
to spend a little time on it.

There’s—we got a real issue with Social
Security and Medicare. And the reason why
is, guys like me are fixing to retire. I'm
turning 62, retirement age, in 2008, which
is a convenient coincidence. [Laughter] I'm
looking around and I see some other baby
boomers out there too. And were going
to stress the system. There’s a lot of us
getting ready to retire, a heck of a lot more
than have been retired. And we’ve been
promised a lot. And a lot of young guys

are going to be having to pay into a system
that is flat going broke. That's the reality.

It’s hard for me to be the President and
look at young workers, young people com-
ing into the workforce, paying payroll taxes
into a system that I know is going broke.
And it is. We've been promised too much,
and too few people paying into the system.
And now we need to do something about
it, because this mandatory spending, these
entitlement programs, are going to make
it really hard for future Congresses and fu-
ture taxpayers.

I tried last year with the Social Security
plan. I thought my job was not only to
raise the issue but to come up with some
solutions. One of my first objectives was
to explain to the American people, we got
a problem. I believe that until Congress
hears from the people that we got a prob-
lem that their attitude is going to be, “No-
body thinks we got a problem; why do any-
thing about it?” People now know we got
a problem.

Last night I said to Members of Con-
gress the truth: We're not going to be able
to solve this issue until we bring Repub-
licans and Democrats together. It's a big
issue solving the baby boomer—I[applause].
We can get the job done. You don’t have
to cut benefits to people; you just got to
slow them down so that the next generation
can afford them. Do you realize my bene-
fits or your benefits grow faster than the
rate of inflation? I mean, in other words,
there’s ways to make it work. But it’s going
to require a new attitude in Washington,
DC. There’s too much politics up there.
There’s too much zero-sum. I want the
Democrats on Capitol Hill to hear loud
and clear: I want a bipartisan solution on
mandatory and entitlement spending for
the sake of future generations of Ameri-
cans.

I want to talk about four other issues
right quick. You still awake? [Laughter]
They didn’t come all the way to hear this,
kind of getting shortchanged. T'll make it
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quick. It’s important for us to stay competi-
tive, to open up markets. The temptation
is to shut markets down. I'm confident in
our ability. I'm confident in our farmers;
I'm confident in our entrepreneurs. I think
the job—I know the job of the President
is to work to open up markets and level
the playing field. My attitude is this: We
say to countries, “You treat us the way we
treat you,” and when they do, nobody can
outcompete the American worker and farm-
er and entrepreneur.

A big issue is immigration. It’s important
for us to get this issue solved so that we
can be competitive as we go out into the
21st century. First of all, the obligation of
the Federal Government is to enforce our
borders, is to make sure that—[applause].
And T want to thank Leader Frist for pass-
ing a strong appropriations bill to provide
resources necessary for more Border Patrol
technology along the border. Listen, the
border is long, and it’s not easy to enforce.
But with proper use of technology, some
physical barriers, I think we'll be able to
do a much better job.

The second issue along the border, by
the way, is that when we catch somebody
sneaking into our country illegally, we just
can't release them out into the system.
We've got to have more detention space
so that—it used to be they’d catch them,
a lot of the folks, they'd say, “All right,
check back in with your immigration judge
here in 45 days.” And the guy would say,
“Yes, you bet—[laughter]—see you later.”
So we're changing that along the border.

I do want to talk about the worker issue.
A lot of people here in America have come
to do jobs Americans won’t do. And they’re
here because they can make money for
their families. I used to tell people in Texas
that family values didn’t stop at the Rio
Grande River. If youre a mother or a dad
and you want to put food on the table
for your children, and you had the choice
between $5 and $50, you'd head for $50
if you could.
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I believe a very significant part of enforc-
ing our border—make it easier for our Bor-
der Patrol to do the job—is to end this
system that encourages smuggling and pres-
sure on the border by people sneaking
across, and saying if there is somebody
that’s willing to do a job an American won't
do, let’s give him a fool-proof pass so they
can be here on a temporary basis.

Now, I'm against amnesty, and the rea-
son I am is, I believe if you grant amnesty
to people that are here, it will cause an-
other wave of people to want to come. But
I am for recognizing reality and saying that
if you're doing a job, if youre an employer
and you're looking for somebody to do a
job an American won’t do, then here is
a card for a temporary worker. That’s a
humane way to treat the issue. I can’t stand
a system that has caused people to get
stuffed in the back of 18-wheelers and
they're driving across the desert. We
have—because of our policy, we have
caused there to be a whole smuggling in-
dustry and a forgery industry. If you're out
there working and somebody shows up, and
you can’t find somebody to find work, and
they show up and you say, “Show me your
card”—you don’t know whether it’s real or
not real. There’s people forging cards in
order to help these people find work.

We've got Border Patrol agents chasing
people getting smuggled across the border
to do work. If you are able to have a ration-
al plan on a temporary-worker basis, it
doesn’t seem like to me—they’re not going
to have to try to sneak across the border,
and our Border Patrol will be able to do
a better job on drugs and terrorists and
guns that are trying to be snuck in and
out of this country. Immigration is an im-
portant issue, and I'm looking forward to
working with Congress to get a job done
on behalf of the American people.

I want to talk about health care right
quick. The job of the Federal Government
is to take care of the elderly and the poor.
We're rolling out a Medicare plan that is
going to make medicine for our seniors
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modern, up to date, and work well. It’s
a really important reform.

Listen, if you say, “We're going to pro-
vide medicine for our seniors,” you need
to provide the best medicine possible for
our seniors. And that means including pre-
scription drug coverage for the seniors. And
that’s what’s happening. We got—millions
of people are signing up for this program.
We’ve been in it for about 4 weeks. We're
going to correct problems. Most of the peo-
ple signing up are finding out it’s a good
deal. T urge seniors to look at this program
carefully and sign up.

We also have an obligation to the poor,
which we’re taking care of in Medicaid.
But I want to give you another way of
dealing with medicine other than having
the Federal Government run it all, which
I am unalterably opposed to. I think, one,
we ought to have policies that encourage
the doctor-patient relationship, strengthen
that relationship. Secondly, we got to be
wise about how we help control costs. One
way to control costs is to spread informa-
tion technology out—throughout the health
care field.

Let me put it to you this way: Health
care is kind of lagging behind when it
comes to using modern technology. Think
about it. You got docs still writing out those
files. And they hand that file to you and
say, “Take it down the hall.” You're moving
paper still in a paperless world. The prob-
lem is, not only are you moving paper, but
doctors can’t write in the first place.
[Laughter] It creates inefficiencies in the
system. There are too many medical errors.
By spreading information technology,
which—Bill Frist and I went to a hospital
I think it was here in Nashville—where
they've got a modern information tech-
nology system being put in place. They're
going to save 20 percent to 30 percent on
health care costs. It's a rationale way of
helping control health care without the
Federal Government getting in your busi-
ness.

I'm for allowing small businesses to pool
risk across jurisdictional boundaries so they
have the opportunity of buying health care
at the same discount big businesses get.

I am big believer in health savings ac-
counts. For those of you who don’t know
health savings accounts, investigate health
savings accounts. They’re an innovative way
to make sure the doctor-patient relationship
is strong, that people are in charge of mak-
ing the health care decisions themselves,
that there is an incentive to taking care
of your body through good exercise and
good nutrition. It's a way to save money
tax-free in your health care and, at the
same time, get coverage for catastrophic
illness. These make sense for small busi-
nesses; they make sense for individuals.
And T'm going to ask Congress to make
them more available and more attractive
for individual consumers all across the
United States.

Finally, if you want to do something
about availability of health care and afford-
ability of health care, we have got to get
the United States Senate to pass medical
liability reform. You don’t have to worry
about Frist. No, he understands. We got
a problem with ob-gyns. I said last night
a statistic which should alarm the American
people: There are 1,500 counties in Amer-
ica in which a woman can’t find an ob-
gyn. And a lot of that has to do with law-
suits driving good docs out of practice. This
isn’t right, folks. This isn’t right. It’s time
for those Senators who are blocking that
bill, those Senators who are representing
the trial lawyers of America, to understand
the damage they’re doing to the health care
industry of this country.

I'm just getting warmed up. [Laughter]
In order to stay competitive, America must
end its dependence on oil. When you're
hooked on oil from the Middle East, it
means youve got an economic security
issue and a national security issue. And I
spoke last night to some exciting opportuni-
ties here in America. I believe—I know
that technology is going to enable us to
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diversify away from being dependent on hy-
drocarbon, from oil.

Let me talk about cars, and that’s really
the area where we can achieve a lot of
independence. We use a lot of foreign oil
in our automobiles, and we drive a lot.
And people say, well, CAFE this and
CAFE that. Actually, we have increased
CAFE standards for certain types of vehi-
cles during my administration, and that’s
important, as is giving people choice, and
marketplace function is important. But
most important of all, it seems like to me,
if you recognize the fact that being depend-
ent upon oil is a problem for the long
term, then why dont we figure out how
to drive our cars using a different type of
fuel?

Now, let me talk about two things that
we're working on. We spent—I said last
night, we've spent $10 billion, since I've
been President, on research, and we’re
close to some really interesting break-
throughs. One such breakthrough is ad-
vanced batteries, which will make the hy-
brid car or the electric car much more af-
fordable and much more suitable to the
consumer demands. You don’t want your
battery running out halfway between here
and somewhere else.

But I do want to talk about ethanol right
quick. You know, we’re making ethanol out
of corn right now. We're very close to a
breakthrough where we’ll be able to figure
out how to make ethanol from other forms,
other materials, like grasses, woods. Now,
think about that. All of a sudden—we may
be in the energy business by being able
to grow grass on the ranch—[laughter]—
and have it harvested and converted into
energy. And that’s what's close to hap-
pening. We're told that if we continue to
focus on research, we’ll be able to, within
6 years, have a competitive fuel to gasoline.

Now, people say, “Well, that's great.
How about the automobile?” Will they be
able to use it? Four-and-a-half million cars
today are flex-fuel automobiles. In other
words, they can either use gasoline or eth-
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anol. So the technology is there for the
automobile, and we’re close to the tech-
nology of providing a competitive fuel to
gasoline by converting that which we grow
into fuel. It's coming. It’s an exciting time.
I can’t wait to work with Congress to con-
tinue promoting this kind of research so
that someday we’re no longer dependent
on Middle Eastern oil.

People say, “Well, why can’t—once you
get the fuel, why cant you just convert
your fleet instantly?” We've got 200 million
cars out there. It takes a while for new
automobiles to become the main, dominant
part of the automobile fleet. What I'm tell-
ing you is, is that were close to some
breakthroughs. These are exciting times.
Technology is going to help keep this coun-
try competitive.

But the thing that's going to keep the
country most competitive is making sure
our workforce has got the skills to compete.
This is a dynamic world. Whether the peo-
ple want to recognize it or not, were in
a competitive world. Some will say, “It’s
so competitive; let's withdraw and protect
ourselves.” That’s not my attitude. My atti-
tude is if it's competitive, let’s get in a
position where we can out-compete the rest
of the world. And the most important place
is going to be to make sure our kids have
got the skills to fill the jobs of the 21st
century. If our kids don’t have those skills,
those jobs will go somewhere else.

And so this is the initiative that I praised
Lamar about; it’s called the America Com-
petitiveness Initiative. It basically says that
we're going to focus on research, both in
public and private sector, to make sure that
the technologies and skill base of our
science and engineering community leads
the world. It also recognizes that we’ve got
to make sure our children have got math
and science skills.

By the way, that starts with making sure
children can read. One of Laura’s most im-
portant initiatives and inherent in the No
Child Left Behind Act is the absolute de-
mand by our Government that schools
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teach every single child how to read by
fourth grade—or third grade—and remain
at grade level throughout their entire public
school career.

One of the ways to make sure that our
children have got math and science skills
that will give them the basis on which to
compete—and, by the way, when you test
our scores relative to other children, we’re
doing just fine in elementary school, and
we start slipping off in middle school, and
we're not doing worth a darn in high
school. And so one way to reverse that
trend is to make sure our high school
teachers have got the necessary skills to
teach kids the skill sets to be able to com-
pete. And so we believe that we can help
train 70,000 high school teachers to lead
Advanced Placement courses in math and
science.

Advanced Placement works. AP is a vital
program. If you study your AP results here
in Tennessee schools, you'll see it makes
a lot of sense. We want AP programs to
be available to children from all walks of
life so that they have the skills necessary
to compete. We got a plan to get 30,000
math and science professionals to teach in
our classrooms. And we want to make sure,
just like we do on No Child Left Behind,
that we focus on math as well, and we
find math deficiencies early—we provide
money to correct them. See, if you diag-
nose and don’t correct, you're doing a child
a disservice. If you don’t diagnose, you're
doing a child a disservice. The best thing
to do is what we're doing, is diagnose and
solve problems early, before theyre too
late. And that’s what we’re going to do
in this very exciting initiative.

A couple of other things I want to talk
about. What I just told you is how to stay
competitive. See, we have a choice. We
can withdraw and say, “Okay, you all go
do your thing, and well just protect our-
selves inside America,” or we can compete.
And T just laid out an agenda for America
to lead. I believe that the way you enhance
prosperity for the American people is you

shape your own destiny. And America has
been a leader and will continue to be a
leader in the world economy.

What really matters in the long term is
the character of the American people. The
great strength of this country is the com-
passion of our citizens. It really is. I like
to remind people that de Tocqueville got
it right when he came and looked at Amer-
ica in the 1830s and recognized the vol-
untary associations. The ability for people
to serve something greater than themselves
was the strength of America then, and it’s
the strength of America now.

One of the reasons why I mentioned
Laura last night and her program is not
only I want her to get a little air time—
[laughter]—but she’s heading up a very im-
portant effort to encourage mentors to help
say to a child, “I love you. What can I
do to help you? How can I help you realize
you need to make the right choices in life
in order to succeed?”

I see a Scout there. The Scouting pro-
gram is a great mentoring program. But
there are all kinds of ways you can help,
all kinds of ways you can help get involved
with people’s lives. Last night we honored
some folks by putting them in the box there
during the State of the Union. I guess it’s
an honor when you sit there and have to
listen to an old guy for an hour. But any-
way, nevertheless, they were there. And
one of them was a young guy that was
volunteering down there in—for those af-
fected by the hurricanes.

One of the things about that hurricane
is we're going to make sure that we analyze
the response. And, as I said, we just didn’t
do as good a job as we should have done
at all levels of government. As the head
of the Federal Government, I take respon-
sibility for that. But having said that, the
response of the American people to these
hurricanes was unbelievable. People were
uprooted out of their homes. They were
wandering out there, wondering whether or
not anybody cared. And thousands of our
fellow citizens had open arms and said, “I
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care about you. How can I help you?” It
was a remarkable, remarkable thing to
watch. It's reconfirmed my great faith in
the American people.

The Government has got a role. As I
mentioned last night, we've committed $85
billion to help the people get on their feet
down there. We're going to stay with them.
We'll help them. And the American people
are helping them as well.

Another thing I talked about last night,
to make sure that our country is hopeful
and the spirits are up, is that when you
look at Washington, you've got to be as-
sured that people are upholding the integ-
rity that you expect them to. I look forward
to working with Congress on ethics reform.
We have a solemn duty and an obligation
to say to the American people that we will
uphold the honor of the offices to which
we have been elected.

I do want to say something about judges.
I want to thank both Senators here for
voting to confirm a good man. Laura and
I are going to—if I can ever stop speaking
here—[laughter|—we’re going to go back
and have a swearing-in ceremony for Judge
Sam Alito. The reason I bring this up is
that part of making sure America knows
there’s a hopeful tomorrow is that—a lot
of Americans don't like it when judges kind
of write the law. We've got plenty of legis-
lators in Washington. Believe me, we've got
plenty of legislators in Washington. And so
I'm going to put judges on the bench who
know the difference between interpreting
the Constitution and trying to write the
law. I'll continue to do that.

And so that’s what's on my mind, and
it took me an hour to tell you. [Laughter]
I hope you get the sense of my optimism
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about the country. I told you mine is a
decisionmaking job. I first learned that
when the guy called me—I was getting
ready to give my Inaugural Address, right
before the swearing-in of the first Presi-
dency—the first term. And a guy called
me and said, “What color rug do you want
in the Oval Office?” I said, “Man, this is
a decisionmaking job.” [Laughter] What
color rug do I want?” The second thing
about decisionmaking is you've got to know
when it’s time to delegate. So, not knowing
much about rug designing, I said, “Laura,
give me a hand.” [Laughter]

And the third thing about my job is
you've got to set a strategic vision. I set
the strategic vision last night for our coun-
try: active in the pursuit of our own secu-
rity and the spread of freedom; confident
in our ability to compete in the world; un-
derstanding we need to continually recom-
mit ourselves to serving others. And so I
said, “Laura, the only thing I want is that
rug to say—you figure out how to say it—
is, ‘Optimistic person comes here to work
every day.” ” And she captured my spirit,
because I am optimistic about our future.

Thanks for giving me a chance to share
that optimism with you. God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:01 p.m. at
the Grand Ole Opry House. In his remarks,
he referred to entertainer Larry Gatlin of the
Gatlin Brothers; entertainer Porter Wagoner;
Mayor Bill Purcell of Nashville, TN; former
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; U.S. Am-
bassador to Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad; Gen.
George W. Casey, Jr., USA, commanding
general, Multi-National Force—Iraq; and
Prime Minister ]unichiro Koizumi of Japan.
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Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for Samuel A. Alito, Jr., as an
Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court

February 1, 2006

Good afternoon. Laura and I welcome
you to the White House. Mr. Chief Justice,
thank you for coming. Members of the Su-
preme Court, thank you all for being here.
Members of the Senate, honored you're
here. Ladies and gentlemen, appreciate you
joining us on this historic occasion. This
afternoon were also honored by the pres-
ence of a strong and graceful woman, Mrs.
Cissy Marshall. Thank you for coming, Mrs.
Marshall.

Yesterday the United States Senate con-
firmed Sam Alito as the 110th Justice of
the Supreme Court of the United States.
Last night he looked pretty good in that
black robe sitting there. [Laughter]

It’s a proud day for Judge Alito and his
entire family. We extend a special welcome
to Martha, who has been at his side for
more than 20 years. And with us, you can
see his son, Phil, and daughter, Laura. If
they're anything like our daughters, they’re
probably telling their dad how to behave
and how to testify. [Laughter]

I appreciate Rosemary being with us
today. And we're thinking of Sam’s mom,
Rose, who turned 91 in December. And
of course, as we think of Rose, we think
of her husband, Sam’s late father. He came
to our country as an immigrant from Italy
in 1914. Sam Alito, Sr., instilled in his son
a deep commitment to serving his fellow
Americans. And I'm sure he’s looking down
with pride as Sam takes his place on the
highest Court of the United States of
America.

Sam Alito is replacing an extraordinary
Justice, Sandra Day O’Connor. Justice
O’Connor has been an admired member
of the Supreme Court for 24 years. She
has served our Nation with decency and
spirit and great devotion, and I thank her
on behalf of all the American people.

Sam, youve drawn quite a distinguished
crowd here. I appreciate the Vice President
being here, and Lynne. I want to thank
the Attorney General and other members
of my Cabinet who have joined us today.
I want to thank the members of my team
who have worked so hard to help Sam,
particularly former Senator Dan Coats of
Indiana.

I want to thank Secretary Mike Chertoff,
who’s with us. The reason I bring up
Chertoff is they worked together, and
Chertoff kind of put in a good word for
Sam, you know—[laughter]—at a crucial
moment. [Laughter]

I particularly want to thank the Members

of the Senate who are here. I'm sorry I'm
a little late. T've just come in from Ten-
nessee. I got a little windy. And Senator
Frist was with me. I appreciate you, Lead-
er, for working hard to get this good man
through. And thank you, Mitch McConnell,
Senator McConnell, as well. I dont want
to name all the Senators since we’re run-
ning a little late, but I do want to mention
the chairman of the Judiciary Committee,
Arlen Specter, who did a heck of good
job.
: Judge Alito becomes Justice Alito. As he
becomes Justice Alito, our Nation com-
pletes a process that was ordained by our
Founders in Philadelphia more than 200
years ago. Under the Constitution, the
President nominates and, by and with the
consent—advice and consent of the Senate,
appoints the Justices of the Supreme Court.
This process has been carried out many
times since the beginning of our democ-
racy. And each new appointment represents
a renewal of the promise of our country
and our constitutional order.

Our Founders thought carefully about
the role they wanted judges to play in the
American Republic. They decided on a
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