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Statement on Senate Passage of a Proposed Constitutional Amendment To
Prohibit Desecration of the American Flag

June 27, 2006

Today a bipartisan majority of United
States Senators voted to protect our Na-
tion’s most important symbol through a
constitutional amendment to authorize
Congress to prohibit the desecration of the
American flag. Unfortunately, the final
count fell short of the votes needed to send
this important proposed amendment to the
States for ratification.

By showing respect for our flag, we show
reverence for the ideals that guide our Na-
tion and we show appreciation for the men

and women who have served in defense
of those ideals.

I commend the Senators from both par-
ties who voted to allow the amendment
ratification process to protect our flag to
go forward and continue to believe that
the American people deserve the oppor-
tunity to express their views on this impor-
tant issue.

NoTE: The statement referred to S.J. Res.
12.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget
Amendments for International Assistance Programs

June 27, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed FY 2007 Budget amendments for
International ~ Assistance Programs. The
total discretionary budget authority in my
FY 2007 Budget would not be increased
by these requests.

The details of this proposal are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUsH

Remarks Following a Meeting With Military Personnel in St. Louis,

Missouri
June 28, 2006

I want to thank you all for coming. I
just had a discussion with fellow citizens
in the Guard, Reserve, and active duty who
have been in both Iraq and Afghanistan.
I want to thank you for sharing your in-
sights with me. Thank you for your service
to the country.

I told these men and women that their
service is necessary for the security of the
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United States of America and that theyre
serving in historic times. And one day, their
children will be able to look back and say,
“My dad or my mom went to Iraq and
Afghanistan and helped a young country
become a democracy, and therefore, the
world is more peaceful for it.”

One of the things I am going to do is
I'm going to meet with the family members
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of these good people and express our coun-
try’s gratitude for their service as well. A
lot of times military families don’t get prop-
er thanks, and I can’t wait to meet your
loved ones and tell them firsthand that the
country appreciates your service.

One thing I told these good folks is that
this country stands with the people wearing
our Nation’s uniform. We're with you. We
know the work is hard, but the work is

necessary. And we're winning, and we’re
winning. And the world is going to be bet-
ter off because of your courageous service,
and I thank you for it.

Thanks for letting me come by and visit.
I appreciate it.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:41 p.m. at
VFW Overland-St. Ann Memorial Post 3944.

Remarks at a Dinner for Senatorial Candidate James M. Talent in St. Louis

June 28, 2006

The President. Thanks for coming.
Thanks a lot. Thanks for the warm wel-
come.

Audience Member.
[Laughter]

The President. No more wife. [Laughter]

Thanks for supporting Jim Talent. He is
a decent, honorable, can-do man who de-
serves to be reelected to the United States
Senate.

Laura and I are very fond of Jim and
Brenda. Jim is very fond of Laura, to the
point where he was hoping she would be
the keynote speaker. [Laughter] But the
Senator and I both married very well. You
know, you cannot succeed in this line of
work unless you've got a supportive family.
It’s really important. And the Talents have
the right priorities: their faith and their
family and their country. And that’s another
reason why he’s a great United States Sen-
ator. So not only do I want to thank Jim
for his service, I do want to thank Brenda
for being such a fabulous partner to Jim.
And I also want to welcome Michael and
Chrissy, the Talent children. Thanks for
coming.

Laura sends her best. She not only sends
her best to the Talents, she sends her best
to Uncle Bucky and Aunt Patty. She sends
her best to all our friends here in St. Louis.

Four more years!

She is a fabulous First Lady, and I am
proud to call her—proud she’s my wife.

I want to thank your Governor for join-
ing us, Matt Blunt, and Melanie. Thank
you for serving. Governors can make a big
difference in the States—the State in which
they live, and you are doing just that.

Where’s Branch? Yes. He was afraid he
couldn’t make it through the speech.
[Laughter] 1t's good to see old Branch. I
think I remember getting to know Branch
kind of before Branch became Branch—
[laughter]—during the 2004 campaign. But
thank you all for coming, and thanks for
your service. I'll tell your old man you're
doing all right. [Laughter]

I thank the Lieutenant Governor, Peter
Kinder, for being here. Governor, it'’s good
to see you again. Thanks for your service.
I thank all the statehouse folks who are
here. Thanks for serving. It’s not an easy
job to serve the communities in which you
live, but it’s important jobs. And so thanks
for setting a good example.

I appreciate so very much my friend Jack
Oliver, who happens to be the finance
chairman for this effort. And Rachel—
thanks for coming, Rachel. It’s a pretty big
sacrifice for you to be here tonight. Is there
a doctor in the house? [Laughter]

I want to thank you all for—for those
of you who organized this event. This is

1225



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T10:29:24-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




