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June 26, 2006

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit legislation and
supporting documents to implement the
United States-Oman Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA). This FTA enhances our bilat-
eral relationship with a strategic friend and
ally in the Middle East region. The FTA
will benefit the people of the United States
and Oman, illustrating for other developing
countries the advantages of open markets
and increased trade.

In negotiating this FTA, my Administra-
tion was guided by the objectives set out
in the Trade Act of 2002. Congressional
approval of this FTA will mark another im-
portant step towards creating a Middle East
Free Trade Area. Like our FTA with Bah-
rain that the Congress approved in Decem-

ber 2005, and our FTA with Morocco that
was approved in July 2004, this FTA offers
another important opportunity to encourage
economic reform in a moderate Muslim na-
tion. Oman is leading the pursuit of social
and economic reforms in the region, in-
cluding by selling state-owned businesses,
encouraging foreign investment connected
to broad-based development, and providing
better protection for women and workers.
It is strongly in our national interest to
embrace these reforms and do what we
can to encourage them.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
June 26, 2006.

Remarks to the Manhattan Institute for Policy Research

June 27, 2006

Thank you very much. Thanks for letting
me come by to say a few words. Larry,
thanks for the introduction. I do want to
congratulate the Manhattan Institute for
being a think tank for new ideas and better
ways for our Nation to handle some of the
problems we face. 1 appreciate your
thought; I appreciate your works. For those
of you who support the Manhattan Insti-
tute, I thank you for supporting them. For
those of you who serve on the Board of
Trustees, thanks for helping. And thanks
for inviting me here today.

I want to talk about our economy. I want
to talk about ways that we can—the execu-
tive branch can work with the Congress
to convince the American people we're
being wise about how we spend our money.
One of the things I want to assure you
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is that I believe that this country ought
not to fear the future; I believe we ought
to put good policy in place to shape the
future. And by that I mean we shouldn’t
fear global competition. We shouldn’t fear
a world that is more interacted. We should
resist temptations to protect ourselves from
trade policies around the world. We should
resist the temptation to isolate ourselves.
We have too much to offer for the stability
and peace and welfare of the world than
to shirk our duties and to not accept an
international community.

I know some in our country are fearful
about our capacities to compete. I'm not.
I believe that we can put policies in place
that will make sure we remain the most
entrepreneurial country in the world, that
we're capable of competing in the world.
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