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kind of patience the good people of Hun-
gary displayed after 1956. We will help
them rebuild a country destroyed by a ty-
rant. We'll help the Iraqis defeat the en-
emies of freedom. Our commitment is cer-
tain; our objective is clear. The new Iraqi
Government will show the world the prom-
ise of a thriving democracy in the heart
of the Middle East.

The Hungarian people know well the
promise of freedom. Many of you lived
through the nightmare of fascism or com-
munism or both. Yet you never lost hope.
You kept faith in freedom. And 50 years
after you watched Soviet tanks invade your
beloved city, you now watch your grand-
children play in the streets of a free Hun-
gary.
The lesson of the Hungarian experience
is clear: Liberty can be delayed, but it can-
not be denied. The desire for liberty is
universal, because it is written by our Cre-
ator into the hearts of every man, woman,
and child on this Earth. And as people
across the world step forward to claim their
own freedom, they will take inspiration
from your example and draw hope from
your success.

Earlier today Laura and I laid a bouquet
of flowers at the 1956 Memorial Monument
across the river. It was our privilege to
do so. It was a moving moment for us.
Kossuth Square is named for the father

of Hungarian democracy and honors more
than a century-and-a-half of Hungarian sac-
rifice in freedom’s cause. A bust of this
great leader stands in the United States
Capitol. It affirms that those who fight for
liberty are heroes not only in their own
land but of all free nations. All who love
liberty are linked together across the gen-
erations and across the world.

Your great poet, Petofi, said this: “Here
is the time, now or never! Shall we be
slaves or free? This is the question; answer!
By the God of the Hungarians we swear:
We swear to be slaves no more!”

These words were addressed to the Hun-
garian people, yet they speak to all people
in all times. This is the spirit that we honor
today. I appreciate the opportunity to come
to this great country and to celebrate the
Hungarian example—the courage, the sac-
rifice, the perseverance that has led to this
democracy.

On behalf of all Americans, Koszonom.
May God bless you all. Thank you very

much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:38 p.m. on
Gellert Hill. In his remarks, he referred to
President Laszlo Solyom and Prime Minister
Ferenc Gyurcsany of Hungary; and Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki and former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislative Line-Item

Veto Legislation
June 22, 2006

I commend Members of the House who
voted today in support of the Legislative
Line Item Veto Act of 2006. I also applaud
the House Republican leadership, Con-
gressman Paul Ryan and Congressman
Mark Udall, for successfully steering this
bill to passage. Controlling the Federal ap-
petite for spending and protecting taxpayer

dollars are shared responsibilities of the
legislative and executive branches and re-
quire a bipartisan approach. I appreciate
those Democrats who have supported the
line-item veto in the past and did so again
today. The line-item veto is a critical tool
that will help rein in wasteful spending and
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bring greater transparency to the budget
process.

Forty-three Governors have a line-item
veto, and we need similar authority at the
Federal level to control spending. Working
with Congress, this tool can be used to
help reduce the budget deficit and discour-
age the practice of earmarking Federal

funds for projects that are wasteful, dupli-
cative, or unnecessary. I urge the Senate
to also pass the line-item veto legislation,
so Congress and my administration can
begin using this important tool to help en-
force fiscal discipline.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 4890.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With

Respect to the Western Balkans
June 22, 2006

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the Western Balkans emergency
is to continue in effect beyond June 26,
2006. The most recent notice continuing
this emergency was published in the Fed-
eral Register on June 24, 2005, 70 FR
36803.

The crisis constituted by the actions of
persons engaged in, or assisting, sponsoring,
or supporting (i) extremist violence in the
Republic of Macedonia, and elsewhere in
the Western Balkans region, or (ii) acts ob-
structing implementation of the Dayton Ac-
cords in Bosnia or United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999,
in Kosovo, that led to the declaration of
a national emergency on June 26, 2001,
in Executive Order 13219 has not been re-
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solved. Subsequent to the declaration of the
national emergency, I amended Executive
Order 13219 in Executive Order 13304 of
May 28, 2003, to address acts obstructing
implementation of the Ohrid Framework
Agreement of 2001 in the Republic of Mac-
edonia, which have also become a concern.
The acts of extremist violence and obstruc-
tionist activity outlined in Executive Order
13219, as amended, are hostile to U.S. in-
terests and pose a continuing unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States.
For these reasons, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared with respect to the
Western Balkans and maintain in force the
comprehensive sanctions to respond to this
threat.

GEORGE W. BUsH

The White House,
June 22, 2006,

NoTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 23. The
notice is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.
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