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and consent to their ratification. These
treaties are in the interest of the United
States, and their ratification would advance
the longstanding and historic leadership of
the United States in the law of armed con-
flict.

GEORGE W. BUsH

The White House,
June 19, 2006.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 20. An
original was not available for verification of
the content of this message.

The President’s News Conference With European Leaders in Vienna,

Austria
June 21, 2006

Chancellor Wolfgang Schuessel. So, ladies
and gentlemen, let me first start by saying
that this was—is the 15th journey of Presi-
dent of the United States, George Bush,
to Europe. And I'm really happy that this
journey leads—it’s a kind of an Austria-
Hungarian journey—leads George Bush
and his team to Vienna.

We had a summit, a very fruitful and
a positive summit touching a broad range
of subjects, from economy—quite obvi-
ous—America and Europe, we are the E—
2, the economic big two powers of the
world, and we spoke about common trade,
foreign investment in both directions. Of
course, we touched some problems, but
don’t forget that 99 percent of our trade
volume is done without any problems. It’s,
per date, a sum of around $2 billion traded
above the Atlantic Ocean.

And we touched foreign policy issues; we
touched Iran; we touched Iraq; Balkan
issues; global issues like global warming,
climate change, et cetera.

Although we might have different ap-
proaches in some aspects, this should never
overshadow the depth and quality of our
cooperation. We covered, as I said it, a
wide range of issues during our talks, from
foreign policy and economic cooperation.
The energy security was high on our agen-
da, the protection of intellectual property
rights, the cooperation in the fight against
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terror, and the protection of human rights
around the world.

In our common responsibility to promote
stability and security for our citizens and
the world, the European Union and United
States successfully work together. There are
recent examples for our good cooperation,
as I mentioned, just Iran, Middle East, and
Iraq.

And in one of the topics we intensively
discussed today, our efforts to keep Iran
from producing nuclear weapons. We have
come to a crossroad on the Iranian nuclear
issue. Iran has to make the right choice.
And we welcome a U.S. involvement, in
particularly, recent historic signal that U.S.
is ready to join negotiations talks if condi-
tions for resuming negotiations are met.
And this signal greatly contributed to the
credibility of a united position between the
key players. And I told President George
Bush how much we appreciate his con-
structive role in this particularly sensitive
situation.

The situation in Middle East is still com-
plex. There’s no doubt that the Palestinian
Government has to accept the basic prin-
ciples of the peace process—nonviolence,
recognition of Israel, acceptance of existing
agreements, the so-called roadmap. On the
other hand, both America and Europe con-
sequently argue against any unilateral steps
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by Israel. The escalation of armed con-
frontation during the recent days and weeks
show the lack of a political perspective. The
solution to this conflict can only be a polit-
ical one based on negotiations and the prin-
ciples of the roadmap.

In Iraq, we welcome the formation of
the new Iraqi national unity Government
on 20th of May. We strongly condemn ter-
rorist acts, the continuing campaign of vio-
lence against the Iragi people and their
constitutionally elected Government. At the
European Council last week, we stressed
our encouragement for enhanced institu-
tional and international engagement and
underlined our willingness for continued
supporting U.N. role in Iraq.

On Balkans, we informed President Bush
on the European strategy. We have opened
negotiations last week with Croatia. Mac-
edonia is a candidate. We signed an agree-
ment for stabilization association with Alba-
nia. We have now Montenegro inde-
pendent. Bosnia is integrated, and we are,
all the time, involved in positive talks with
Serbia. Of course, there are open questions,
and we discussed them in detail. In Kosovo,
negotiations under the chairmanship of
Martti Ahtisaari and Albert Rohan are tak-
ing place here in Vienna. The office of
Ahtisaari is here, and we do our utmost
to help and to ease.

Strong bilateral ties between Europe and
USA are absolutely important. We are the
most important economic partners for each
other. The summit highlights only some
topics. Progress made in many other areas
should not be overlooked.

Today we signed an agreement on higher
education and vocational training that will
last for a longer period of time than the
previous one, engage us in a larger quantity
of programs and funds, and will reach more
students and teachers—three times more
students than before.

Given the worldwide increase in energy
demands and, at the same time, limited
resources, security of supply is of strategic
importance. And therefore, we welcome the

establishment of a strategic cooperation be-
tween America and Europe. And we are
committed to develop a coherent energy
strategy that not only emphasizes security
of supply but also efficiency, sustainability,
and climate protection.

This is my first statement. I now invite
the President of the United States, George
Bush, to take the floor, and then the Presi-
dent of the Commission.

President Bush. Mr. Chancellor—I call
him, Wolfgang; he calls me, George W.—
Jose, it’s good to see you. Thank you very
much for your hospitality. I also want to
thank President Fischer for his hospitality
as well. T've really been looking forward
to this trip. I have never been to your
beautiful country. I need to come back.
It is—and your hospitality has been grand.
I really appreciate it a lot.

We did have a very engaged and fruitful
conversation, as we should. We're close
partners in peace and prosperity. I've al-
ways believed that when America and the
EU work together, we can accomplish big
deeds. And this world needs us to work
together, because there’s a lot of chal-
lenges.

We talked about democracy and new de-
mocracies, and I want to thank the Euro-
pean Union for its strong support of Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. Look, I fully under-
stand we've had our differences on Iraq,
and I can understand the differences. Peo-
ple have strong opinions on the subject.
But what’s past is past, and what’s ahead
is a hopeful democracy in the Middle East.
And T want to thank your leadership, both
of your leaderships, on this important issue.
I believe the Maliki Government is going
to succeed. I know the Government needs
our help, and the European Union has
stood up to help, and I can’t thank you
enough for that.

We talked about Lebanon and the need
for Lebanon to be free from Syrian influ-
ence. We worked very closely together at
the United Nations to send that clear mes-
sage to the Syrians: Leave Lebanon alone;
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let them be; let them be a free democ-
racy—which is a necessary part of laying
the foundation for peace in the Middle
East.

We talked about Israel and Palestine. I
assured the leaders here that my position
is firm, and that is, I envision two states
living side by side in peace. And we want
to help. On the other hand, we’re not going
to deal with a Government that has made
the destruction of Israel one of its key pol-
icy platforms. How can you be side by side
in peace if part of your platform is the
destruction of one of the countries youre
supposed to be at peace with? And I appre-
ciate Europe being strong on that issue as
well.

We talked about the Balkans, and I as-
sured the Chancellor that Austria’s role in
the Balkans and the European Union’s role
in the Balkans is essential, and we look
forward to supporting your role. In essence,
the EU, particularly under the Chancellor’s
guidance, is in the lead on the Balkans.
And we want to help. We want to be a
participant in helping bring peace to that
region.

I think the European Union is a vital
part of helping solve the issue of the Bal-
kans. After all, aspirations to the EU causes
people to adopt the habits necessary for
there to be a democracy and peace. And
so were very strongly supportive of the
EU’s role in the Balkans and applaud your
strong role as well, Mr. Chancellor.

We talked about development and pros-
perity. Listen, we're trading partners, and
we've got to make sure that commerce and
trade and capital continues to flow freely
between the EU and America. And we
talked about some of the impediments to
capital flows, and we discussed our desire
to make sure that we continue to trade
as freely as possible.

Obviously, the Doha round of the WTO
was a big subject. And it’s a tough subject
because we're trying to make difficult ad-
justments to our own internal policy in
order to satisfy a—in order to reach an

1180

2006

agreement that’s fair for all of us. But the
good news is, is that we were very frank
in our discussion with each other. I mean,
the Europeans have problems with the U.S.
position; we have problems with the Euro-
pean position; we both have problems with
the G-20 position. But the point is, were
committed to a successful round. And it’s
going to take hard work. There’s a ministers
meeting here at the end of this month,
and my pledge to our European counter-
parts is, we'll do the very best we can to
reach an agreement that is—that satisfies
all parties” desires.

But make no mistake about it, it’s hard
work. My view is, is that we can’t let this
round fail. A failed WTO round would be
missed opportunity, particularly to help
people in the impoverished—who are im-
poverished. The best way to help lift people
out of poverty is trade. You can give all
the money you want—and my Government
has been very generous on the continent
of Africa. We're joining with the Europeans
to fight HIV/AIDS and to deal with hunger.
But if youre really interested in develop-
ment, the best way to do it is to have
a successful round at the WTO. And I un-
derstand that, and we’re committed to
working for success in that round.

We talked about energy. I kind of star-
tled my country when, in my State of the
Union, I said, “We’re hooked on oil, and
we need to get off oil.” That seemed
counterintuitive for some people to hear
a Texan say. But the truth of the matter
is, we got to diversify away from oil. And
the best way to do it is through new tech-
nologies. And we agreed we would share
technologies between our nations and be-
tween the EU and the United States. The
EU needs to get diversified as well. And
so this is going to be a very interesting
period for us as new technologies develop,
and were willing to share those tech-
nologies.

We talked about our efforts to continue
to defeat the terrorists. I reminded my fel-
low leaders here that the terrorists still
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want to strike, and they want to do harm,
and we have an obligation to work very
closely together.

And obviously, they brought up the con-
cern about Guantanamo. And I understand
their concerns. But let me explain my posi-
tion. First, I'd like to end Guantanamo;
I'd like it to be over with. One of the
things we will do is we’ll send people back
to their home countries. We've got about
400 people there left—200 have been sent
back—400 are there, mainly from Saudi
Arabia, Afghanistan, and Yemen. And I ex-
plained to the two leaders here our desires
to send them back. Of course, there’s inter-
national pressure not to send them back.
But, hopefully, we’ll be able to resolve that
when they go back to their own country.

There are some who need to be tried
in U.S. courts. Theyre coldblooded killers.
They will murder somebody if theyre let
out on the street. And yet we believe
there’s a—there ought to be a way forward
in a court of law, and I'm waiting for the
Supreme Court of the United States to de-
termine the proper venue in which these
people can be tried.

So I understand the concerns of the
leaders. They expressed the concerns of the
European leaders and the European people
about what Guantanamo says. I also shared
with them my deep desire to end this pro-
gram, but also, I assured them that we
will—I'm not going to let people out on
the street that will do you harm. And so
we're working through the issue. And I ap-
preciate your interest and appreciate your
questions.

Finally, we talked about Iran. It's very
important for the leadership in Iran to look
at the world and say, Europe and the
United States and Russia and China are
united in our common desire to make sure
that Iranians do not develop a nuclear
weapon. And step one of achieving a diplo-
matic success is to share a goal. And there’s
no question we share the goal of Iran not
having the capacity and/or a nuclear weap-

on. It would be a terrible situation if they
developed a weapon.

And so the second phase of a diplomatic
strategy is to have a common front, a com-
mon diplomatic front that says clearly to
the Iranians, here is a way forward for it,
but you get to choose. And so I said to
the—I said to our—my counterparts here
that we’ll come to the table to negotiate,
so long as the Iranians verifiably end any
enrichment activities. The Iranians have
said that they will end uranium enrichment
activities before; that’s what they told the
EU-3. We're just asking them to do what
they already said they would do.

But it’s their choice to make. And I'm
convinced that when they look and see that
we're working very closely together, that
they will see the seriousness of our intent
to resolve this in a diplomatic and peaceful
way.

And so the discussions were wide-rang-
ing, which is a positive sign of a healthy
relationship. We shared tactics and strate-
gies, which is a sign of a healthy relation-
ship. We disagreed in an agreeable way
on certain issues, but we’re bound to work
together for the good of our respective peo-
ples. And this meeting has been a great
success, Mr. Chancellor, and I appreciate
you running it. And again, I want to thank
you for your hospitality.

Chancellor Schuessel. Thank you. Jose.

President Jose Manuel Durao Barroso.
Thank you. Thank you very much. I think
there is a very good spirit in European
Union and United States relations, and
we're building on that today. And as Presi-
dent Bush just said, it was not just a work-
ing meeting for very concrete results, but
also, we were thinking aloud; we were dis-
cussing together some possible strategies
for the future. And this is precisely that
spirit that relations between partners like
the United States and European Union
should be established.

But let me just concentrate on concrete
results of this summit that were already
presented by Chancellor Schuessel, but I
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want to highlight some of them. First, we
are entering into strategic cooperation on
energy to promote energy security for pro-
ducers, consumers, and transit countries
alike. I think this is important, strategic co-
operation on energy between the United
States and Europe. Second, we have agreed
to establish a European Union and United
States high-level dialog on climate change,
clean energy, sustainable development. This
will address ways to deliver cost-effective
emission cuts, development and employ-
ment of new technologies, efficiency and
conservation, renewable fuels, and other
environmental issues such as biodiversity.

We have also discussed how to deliver
an ambitious and balanced conclusion to
the Doha development agenda. These ne-
gotiations are at a crucial phase. European
Union and the United States have a joint
responsibility to help deliver an agreement
which promotes growth and opportunity,
especially for the poorest. We look for a
similar determination from other WTO
members. And after the good exchange of
views we had today during this summit,
I'm convinced, I'm really convinced that
it’s possible to have a successful outcome
of the Doha talks. And it’s crucially impor-
tant from a trade point of view, from a
global economic point of view, but also
from a development point of view.

Third, we have endorsed today a strategy
for the enforcement of intellectual property
rights in third countries. For the first time,
we have named the countries and regions
which cause most concern. They will be
the focus of concrete actions to reduce
global piracy and counterfeiting. Proper
protection of intellectual property is vital
for our industry and for our consumers.

Fourth, we also agreed on the need for
open investment regimes, fighting all pro-
tectionist tendencies that can happen in
some of our circles. We need to boost
growth, jobs, and get best control of our
very dynamic transatlantic economy. Two-
way investment benefits our economies. In
this context, I hope we will see the finaliza-

1182

tion of the European Union-United States
Air Transport Agreement, if possible by the
end of the year.

We also addressed the issue that is very
important in European Union of this—for
establishment of reciprocal visa-free travel
for all European Union citizens to the
United States. I also believe this is good
for our citizens; this is good for our econo-
mies.

Finally, the point I want to highlight,
I want to emphasize our shared commit-
ment to promoting democracy, freedom all
over the world. The very enlargement of
the European Union has been one of the
greatest achievements in terms of pro-
motion of democracy from Southern Eu-
rope, West Europe, to Eastern Europe,
North Europe, from the Iberian Peninsula
in the eighties to the Baltic countries, now
most recently. European Union is a great
success story in terms of promoting democ-
racy. And we want to do it also globally,
and we are doing it globally. And that’s
one of the fields where I see that the
United States and European Union can do,
and should do, even more together.

One thing is sure, the world now is very
complex. Even together we are not sure
that we will solve all issues. But if we
don’t—aren’t working together, it will be
much more difficult to face global chal-
lenges. I believe this summit was very help-
ful for having this closer relationship be-
tween the United States and Europe so
that together, we can do our best to make
the world a better place.

Chancellor Schuessel. Thank you.

President Bush. Jennifer [Jennifer Loven,
Associated Press].

North Korea

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Could you
explain why the world should care that
North Korea is test-firing a long-range mis-
sile? And what sort of penalties do you
think are in order if they do so?
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And to the Chancellor, if T might, where
does the EU stand on possible penalties
for such a test?

President Bush. The North Koreans have
made agreements with us in the past, and
we expect them to keep their agreements—
for example, agreements on test launches.
We think it would be in the world’s interest
to know what they’re testing, what they in-
tend to do on their test. It should make
people nervous when nontransparent re-
gimes that have announced that they've got
nuclear warheads fire missiles.

And so we've been working with our
partners, particularly in that part of the
world, to say to the North Koreans that
this is not the way you conduct business
in the world; this is not the way that peace-
ful nations conduct their affairs.

I was pleased to see that the Chinese
spoke out to the North Korean Govern-
ment and suggested they not fire—what-
ever it is on—their missile. And we’ll see
whether or not the North Koreans listen.
One of our strategies in North Korea has
to make sure we include other countries
as a part of our consortium to deal with
this nontransparent regime. And China is
an integral part of what we've called the
six-party talks, and I am pleased that
they're taking responsibility in dealing with
the leader of North Korea. I think it’s a
very positive sign.

I've talked to President Putin about this
subject. I know that we're reaching out to
the Japanese, all aimed at saying to the
North Koreans, this is not a—in order to
be an accepted nation, a nonisolated nation,
there are certain international norms that
you must live by. And we expect them to
live by those norms.

Chancellor Schuessel. 1 couldn’t agree
more with the question of North Korea,
and the compliance with the international
rules and the international standards are
always a matter of great concern, always
high on the priority list of foreign policy
matters within the European Union. And
if this happens, there will be a strong state-

ment and a strong answer from the inter-
national community. And Europe will be
part of it. So there’s no doubt. We dis-
cussed it, by the way, in our debate, what
to do when and if, and there will be a
strong response on that.

Nuclear Proliferation/Energy

Q. A question to President Barroso and
President Bush. Thank you. Do you actually
share the view that Russia is using its en-
ergy resources to oppress other countries?
And in what respect does your cooperation
help you now to position yourselves against
that?

And if T may, to President Bush, you've
got Iran’s nuclear program, you've got
North Korea, yet most Europeans consider
the United States the biggest threat to
global stability. Do you have any regrets
about that?

President Bush. That’s absurd. There’s
my statement. The United States is—we’ll
defend ourselves, but at the same time,
we're actively working with our partners to
spread peace and democracy. So whoever
says that is—it’s an absurd statement.

President Barroso. Yes. On energy, as
you know, that energy is a geostrategic
question. That's why in January, President
Bush called for an end to American oil
addiction. That’s why in February, in Wash-
ington, I asked for partnership between
United States and European Union in mat-
ters of energy. That's why today we are
agreeing on key principles to guarantee en-
ergy security. I also welcome the high-
level—the agreement on a high-level dialog
between European Union and United
States on climate change, sustainable devel-
opment.

These are central challenges to all of us
globally. So our agreement is not against
anyone, by the way, we expect the G-8
summit to be a very important point, to
be a success. And we wish President Putin
success at that G-8 summit. We believe
it should be an occasion to reinforce our
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message for an open, stable, nondiscrim-
inatory, transparent market on energy. So
energy is a global issue, and it should be
tackled globally.
President Bush.
Reuters].

Steve [Steve Holland,

Iran

Q. Mr. President. Thank you, sir. If Iran
says it will respond to the offer in late
August, is that a suitable timeframe? And
I would ask all of you, Iran’s Foreign Min-
ister says some kind of negotiations can
start before a final answer is given; are
you willing to do that?

President Bush. Well, our position, Steve,
is that we'll come to the table when they
verifiably suspend, period. And we expect
them to verifiably suspend. This is what
they said they would do, to the EU-3.

Secondly, the August 22d date—is that
part of your question? Yes. It seems like
an awful long time for a reasonable an-
swer—for a reasonable proposal, a long
time for an answer. And we look forward
to working with our partners. We just got
word of this statement as we walked in
here, but it shouldn’t take the Iranians that
long to analyze what is a reasonable deal.

Q. [Inaudible]

President Bush. Well, 1 said weeks, not
months. And I believe that’s the view of
our partners—weeks, not months.

Chancellor Schuessel. We agree. We
spoke about Iran in length, and it is really
one of the fruits of a well-balanced partner-
ship and cooperation that we were able to
offer a bold package of incentives to Iran,
to the Iranian Government and to the Ira-
nian people. And as President Bush said,
it’s better to agree as soon as possible. The
time is limited, and I think we should not
play with time.

This is—we discussed it for months and
months, and I think time—there is in
Greek language, there is—and 1 learned
ancient Greek—there is a fantastic word,
kairos. Kairos means “the right moment.”
The right moment—it’s not only time; it’s
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the right moment. And I think now is the
right moment for Iran to take this offer,
to grab it and to negotiate. This is a well-
balanced—we got advice from everybody
from the international scene—United Na-
tions, ElBaradei here, the International
Atomic Energy organization, a lot of ex-
perts, of scientists that convinced us—of
course, the EU-3 and America, Russia, and
China are on board. So this is their kairos.
Take it. This is my advice.

Spread of Democracy/American Influence
Worldwide/War on Terror

Q. Chancellor Schuessel, the European
public is deeply worried by these secret
prisoners that the CIA has been trans-
porting, is transporting through Europe.
Did you get the assurance today from the
President that this is not going to happen
anymore, that there won’t be anymore in
the kidnaping of terror suspects in Europe,
that this is a thing of the past?

And to the President, Mr. President, you
said this is “absurd,” but you might be
aware that in Europe, the image of Amer-
ica is still falling, and dramatically in some
areas. Let me give you some numbers. In
Austria, in this country, only 14 percent
of the people believe that the United
States, what they are doing is good for
peace; 64 percent think that it is bad. In
the United Kingdom, your ally, there are
more citizens who believe that the United
States policy under your leadership is help-
ing to destabilize the world than Iran. So
my question to you is, why do you think
that you've failed so badly to convince Eu-
ropeans, to win their heads and hearts and
minds? Thank you.

President Bush. Well, yes, I thought it
was absurd for people to think that we’re
more dangerous than Iran. It's a—we're a
transparent democracy. People know ex-
actly what's on our mind. We debate things
in the open. We've got a legislative process
that’s active. Look, people didn’t agree with
my decision on Iraq, and I understand that.
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For Europe, September the 11th was a mo-
ment; for us, it was a change of thinking.
I vowed to the American people I would
do everything I could to defend our people,
and will. T fully understood that the longer
we got away from September the 11th,
more people would forget the lessons of
September the 11th. But I'm not going to
forget them. And therefore, I will be stead-
fast and diligent and strong in defending
our country.

I don’t govern by polls, you know. I just
do what I think is right. And I understand
some of the decisions I made are con-
troversial. But I made them in the best
interest of our country and, I think, in the
best interest of the world. I believe when
you look back at this moment, people will
say, it was right to encourage democracy
in the Middle East. I understand some peo-
ple think that it can’t work. I believe in
the universality of freedom; some don’t. I'm
going to act on my beliefs so long as I'm
the President of the United States. Some
people say, it's okay to condemn people
for—to tyranny. I don’t believe it's okay
to condemn people for—to tyranny, par-
ticularly those of us who live in the free
societies.

And so I understand, and T'll try to do
my best to explain to the Europeans that,
on the one hand, were tough when it
comes to the war on terror; on the other
hand, we’re providing more money than
ever before in the world’s history for HIV/
AIDS on the continent of Africa. T'll say,
on the one hand, we're going to be tough
when it comes to terrorist regimes who har-
bor weapons; on the other hand, we’ll help
feed the hungry. I declared Darfur to be
a genocide because I care deeply about
those who have been afflicted by these ren-
egade bands of people who are raping and
murdering.

And so I will do my best to explain our
foreign policy. On the one hand, it’s tough
when it needs to be; on the other hand,
it’s compassionate. And we'll let the polls
figure out—people say what they want to

say. But leadership requires making hard
choices based upon principle and standing
by the decisions you make, and that’s how
I'm going to continue to lead my country.

Thank you for your question.

Chancellor Schuessel. And let me add
something. I think Austria is a really a good
example to show that America has some-
thing to do with freedom, democracy, pros-
perity, development. Don’t forget, I was
born in ’45. At that time, Vienna and half
of Austria laid in ruins. I mean, without
the participation of America, what fate
would have Europe? Where would be Eu-
rope today? Not the peaceful, prosperous
Europe like we love it and where we live.

Nothing—I will never forget that Amer-
ica fed us with food, with economic sup-
port. The Marshall plan was an immense
aid and incentive to develop industry, agri-
culture, tourism. And by the way, I said
it to the President, the Marshall Fund is
still working in Austria. It's now trans-
formed into a kind—in a fund for research
and development—still working.

The American people—at that time, the
American Government invested billions of
dollars in Europe to develop the former
enemy. And now we are a partner. So 1
think it’s grotesque to say that America is
a threat to the peace in the world com-
pared with North Korea, Iran, other coun-
tries.

Of course, we—and I thank you very
much for the question on human rights and
the overflights and the secret prisons and
Guantanamo. And it was quite interesting
to see how the debate was going on in—
this morning—the President started, him-
self. He didn’t wait that we raise the ques-
tion. He came up and said, “Look, this
is my problem; this is where we are.” And
I think we should be fair from the other
side of the Atlantic. We should understand
that what September 11th meant to the
American people. It was a shock—for the
first time, a real shock. A society values

1185



June 21 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

were attacked—American values, inter-
national values, European values were at-
tacked in the home country of the Presi-
dent and all Americans. And we should not
be naive. We Europeans are also attacked.
We had bomb attacks in Madrid; hundreds
of people were killed. We had bomb at-
tacks in London subway; buses were blown
up. We had detected some terrorists who
tried to shoot down an Israeli plane. So
we should not be naive.

And since September 11th—and I think
this is important to underline—that since
September 11th, we are now able to define
our targets, to fight against terror and ter-
rorists, to cut off their financial supplies,
to share information, to secure our citizens,
our people. This is the ultimate goal: not
creating enemies, virtual enemies, but to
secure our people and to secure peace in
the world and to stabilize our societies.

The problem is—and I will be very frank
on that, and I said it the same way like
we did it here, and we say it now—we
are only—we can only have a victory in
the fight against terror if we don’t under-
mine our common values. It cannot—it can
never be a victory, a credible victory over
terrorists if we give up our values: democ-
racy, rule of law, individual rights.

This is important to know. And our dis-
cussion with all the European Parliament,
the European governments, I personally
we are calling for the closure of Guanta-
namo. But our discussion today went far
beyond the closing Guantanamo, because
we have—we have a legal problem; we
have gray areas. And there should be no
legal void, not in the fight against terrorists,
but also not in—for individuals to be guar-
anteed in their individual rights, in their
freedom.

And it’s quite interesting to see how the
President reacted. I welcome, of course,
your statement saying that youre looking
forward to close Guantanamo, and it de-
pends on the Supreme Court’s decision.
And we got clear, clear signals and clear,
clear commitments from the American
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sidle—no torture, no extraordinary or
extraterritorial positions to deal with the
terrorists all—the McCain amendment, for
instance. All the legal rights must be pre-
served.

But we have to help if were to find
a way-out strategy, to help countries to take
back the prisoners, either to charge them
or to release them. And there are inter-
national organizations which could help and
could assist. And we discussed this in detail.
And T think it’s important to know that
although there are differences in the legal
perception, it was possible to have such
a statement.

And T really want to add, after my visit
to you in December 05, last December,
we established a very good cooperation be-
tween John Bellinger, the leading adviser
of the State Department, and the Austrian
Volkerrechtsburo Bureau, the Department
for International Law. And this is working.
We are really working in a precise, profes-
sional way on that. So thank you very
much.

Let me say, Mr. President, I'm really
happy that you are here, that you were
here in Vienna. Come back, if possible. You
will find a little bit more from our town
and from the possibilities of our city. And
don’t let us wait for another nearly 30 years
for the next visit. All the best. Thank you.

President Bush. Good job. Thank you,

SIr.

NoOTE: The President’s news conference
began at 2:50 p.m. in Zeremoniensaal Hall
at the Hofburg Palace. Participating in the
event were Chancellor Wolfgang Schuessel
of Austria and President Jose Manuel Durao
Barroso of the European Commission. Presi-
dent Bush referred to President Heinz Fisch-
er of Austria; Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki
of Iragq; Chairman Kim Jong Il of North
Korea; and President Vladimir V. Putin of
Russia. Chancellor Schuessel referred to
Martti Ahtisaari, U.N. Special Envoy for the
Future Status Process for Kosovo; Albert
Rohan, U.N. Deputy Special Envoy for the
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Future Status Process for Kosovo; and Direc-
tor General Mohamed ElBaradei of the
International Atomic Energy Agency. A re-

porter referred to Minister of Foreign Affairs
Manuchehr Motaki of Iran.

Joint Statement: United States-European Union Summit Declaration

June 21, 2006

We, the leaders of the United States of
America and the European Union (EU),
met today in Vienna to respond to the con-
cerns of our citizens for peace, security,
stability and prosperity in an increasingly
globalize world.

We welcome that over the past year our
Transatlantic Partnership has delivered real
results as shown by the political and eco-
nomic Progress Reports we issued today.
We remain committed to finding common
or complementary lines of action in many
areas. Over the last year, there have been
many examples of how productive our rela-
tionship is in the Middle East, Iran, the
Western Balkans, Belarus, on the frozen
conflicts, and Sudan, as well as in our ef-
forts to promote transatlantic trade and in-
vestment under last Summit’'s Economic
Initiative.

We have decided to further strengthen
our strategic Partnership by adopting a
number of priority actions to support our
cooperation in the following four areas:

e Promoting peace, human rights and

democracy worldwide;

o Confronting global challenges, includ-

ing security;

Fostering prosperity and opportunity;
Promoting strategic cooperation on en-
ergy and energy security, climate
change and sustainable development.

Promoting Peace, Human Rights and
Democracy Worldwide

We recognize that the advance of democ-
racy is a strategic priority of our age. We
will intensify our efforts to promote peace,
democracy, freedom, the rule of law and

respect for human rights in the world to
make it more secure, safe, and prosperous
for all mankind. Noting the need for toler-
ance of diverse cultures, beliefs and reli-
gions and the importance of dialogue while
emphasizing respect for universal human
rights, we will sustain our efforts to advance
democracy.

We will work with the United Nations
and international and regional organiza-
tions, civil society, NGOs and dedicated in-
dividuals committed to human rights, de-
mocracy and the rule of law. We will work
to ensure that the newly created Human
Rights Council becomes an effective and
efficient body committed to the promotion
and protection of human rights and funda-
mental freedoms for all. We underline our
shared commitment to UN-Reform and we
welcome the establishment of and give our
backing to the Peacebuilding Commission
and the UN Democracy Fund. We will
continue to support reform in the Medi-
terranean region and the Middle East and
will promote greater participation of civil
society in the reform process through our
respective efforts, including the Barcelona
Process, the European Neighbourhood Pol-
icy, the Middle East Partnership Initiative,
and our joint actions through the Broader
Middle East and North Africa Initiative and
the Foundation and Fund for the Future.

We will continue to closely cooperate in
the Middle East, notably through the Quar-
tet. We welcome the temporary inter-
national mechanism to deliver assistance di-
rectly to the Palestinian people. We will
continue to deliver humanitarian assistance
and promote Palestinian democracy and
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