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be a citizen of this great country, and we
will.

I want to thank you for your help. I
want to thank you for giving us a chance
to lead this great country. I want to thank
you for helping make sure that Denny
Hastert and Bill Frist remain in their posi-
tions in the Senate and the House, and
I assure you of this: We will continue to
lead this country with an optimistic, hope-
ful, positive vision that says to every Amer-

ican, opportunity belongs to you as much
as your neighbor.

May God bless you all, and may God
bless the United States of America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 7:50 p.m. at
the Washington Convention Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Rep. James O.
McCrery III of Louisiana; Prime Minister
Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq; and Usama bin Laden,
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization.

Message to the Senate Transmitting a Report on Additional Geneva

Convention Amendments

June 19, 2006

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I
transmit herewith: the Protocol Additional
to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August
1949, and relating to the Adoption of an
Additional Distinctive Emblem (the “Gene-
va Protocol III”), adopted at Geneva on
December 8, 2005, and signed by the
United States on that date; the Amendment
to Article 1 of the Convention on Prohibi-
tions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventional Weapons Which May be
Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to
Have Indiscriminate Effects (the “CCW
Amendment”); and the CCW Protocol on
Explosive Remnants of War (the “CCW
Protocol V7). I transmit, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State concerning these treaties.

Geneva Protocol III. Geneva Protocol II1
creates a new distinctive emblem, a Red
Crystal, in addition to and for the same
purposes as the Red Cross and the Red
Crescent emblems. The Red Crystal is a
neutral emblem that can be employed by
governments and national societies that face
challenges using the existing emblems. In
addition, Geneva Protocol III will pave the
way for Magen David Adom, Israel’s na-

tional society, to achieve membership in the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement. Legislation implementing Ge-
neva Protocol III will be submitted to the
Congress separately.

CCW Amendment. The amendment to
Article 1 of the CCW, which was adopted
at Geneva on December 21, 2001, elimi-
nates the distinction between international
and non-international armed conflict for the
purposes of the rules governing the prohibi-
tions and restrictions on the use of certain
conventional weapons. It does not change
the legal status of rebel or insurgent groups
into that of protected or privileged belliger-
ents.

CCW Protocol V. CCW Protocol V,
which was adopted at Geneva on Novem-
ber 28, 2003, addresses the post-conflict
threat generated by conventional munitions
such as mortar shells, grenades, artillery
rounds, and bombs that do not explode as
intended or that are abandoned. CCW Pro-
tocol V provides for the marking, clearance,
removal, and destruction of such remnants
by the party in control of the territory in
which the munitions are located.

Conclusion. I urge the Senate to give
prompt and favorable consideration to each
of these instruments and to give its advice
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and consent to their ratification. These
treaties are in the interest of the United
States, and their ratification would advance
the longstanding and historic leadership of
the United States in the law of armed con-
flict.

GEORGE W. BUsH

The White House,
June 19, 2006.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 20. An
original was not available for verification of
the content of this message.

The President’s News Conference With European Leaders in Vienna,

Austria
June 21, 2006

Chancellor Wolfgang Schuessel. So, ladies
and gentlemen, let me first start by saying
that this was—is the 15th journey of Presi-
dent of the United States, George Bush,
to Europe. And I'm really happy that this
journey leads—it’s a kind of an Austria-
Hungarian journey—leads George Bush
and his team to Vienna.

We had a summit, a very fruitful and
a positive summit touching a broad range
of subjects, from economy—quite obvi-
ous—America and Europe, we are the E—
2, the economic big two powers of the
world, and we spoke about common trade,
foreign investment in both directions. Of
course, we touched some problems, but
don’t forget that 99 percent of our trade
volume is done without any problems. It’s,
per date, a sum of around $2 billion traded
above the Atlantic Ocean.

And we touched foreign policy issues; we
touched Iran; we touched Iraq; Balkan
issues; global issues like global warming,
climate change, et cetera.

Although we might have different ap-
proaches in some aspects, this should never
overshadow the depth and quality of our
cooperation. We covered, as I said it, a
wide range of issues during our talks, from
foreign policy and economic cooperation.
The energy security was high on our agen-
da, the protection of intellectual property
rights, the cooperation in the fight against

1178

terror, and the protection of human rights
around the world.

In our common responsibility to promote
stability and security for our citizens and
the world, the European Union and United
States successfully work together. There are
recent examples for our good cooperation,
as I mentioned, just Iran, Middle East, and
Iraq.

And in one of the topics we intensively
discussed today, our efforts to keep Iran
from producing nuclear weapons. We have
come to a crossroad on the Iranian nuclear
issue. Iran has to make the right choice.
And we welcome a U.S. involvement, in
particularly, recent historic signal that U.S.
is ready to join negotiations talks if condi-
tions for resuming negotiations are met.
And this signal greatly contributed to the
credibility of a united position between the
key players. And I told President George
Bush how much we appreciate his con-
structive role in this particularly sensitive
situation.

The situation in Middle East is still com-
plex. There’s no doubt that the Palestinian
Government has to accept the basic prin-
ciples of the peace process—nonviolence,
recognition of Israel, acceptance of existing
agreements, the so-called roadmap. On the
other hand, both America and Europe con-
sequently argue against any unilateral steps
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