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Yes. Then we've got—The Second Amend-
ments will be playing tonight. That would
be Congressman Collin Peterson, Dave
Weldon, Kenny  Hulshof, Thaddeus
McCotter—he’s that rock-and-roll dude,
Thaddeus McCotter—and ~ Congressman
Jon Porter. Once you get through those
two bands, then a real group of musicians
will be here, and we’re fortunate Riders

in the Sky will be playing for you tonight.

I hope you enjoy this as much as Laura
and I enjoy it. Were really glad you're
here. God bless you all, and God bless our
great country. Please welcome The
Compassionates.

NoTE: The President spoke at 6:50 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House.

Message on the Observance of Juneteenth

June 12, 2006

I send greetings to all those observing
Juneteenth.

President Lincoln called the Emanci-
pation Proclamation of 1863 the “central
act” of his administration and “the greatest
event of the nineteenth century.” The joy-
ous news of freedom did not reach Gal-
veston, Texas, until two and a half years
after emancipation when Major General
Gordon Granger arrived and announced
that the Civil War was over and all slaves
were free. Ever since, Americans have
marked June 19th with special celebrations
and traditions commemorating this historic
moment.

On this day, we honor the vision of
President Lincoln, and we will keep striving
to build a Nation where the dignity of
every person is respected, where people are

judged by the content of their character,
and where the hope of the American dream
reaches every neighborhood and every cit-
izen. Together, we can continue to advance
the ideals of liberty and justice that make
our country strong and help more Ameri-
cans realize the full promise of this great
Nation.

Laura and I send our best wishes on
this special occasion. May God bless you,
and may God continue to bless the United
States of America.

GEORGE W. BusH

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 16. An
original was not available for verification of
the content of this message.

Remarks at a Reception for Congressional Candidate Heather Wilson in

Albuquerque, New Mexico
June 16, 2006

Thank you very much. Thanks for com-
ing. It's great to be back in New Mexico
again. It just seemed like I was here the
other day. [Laughter] This time I've come
because 1 cannot tell you how important

it is to reelect Heather Wilson to the
United States Congress.

I have spent enough time in Washington,
DC, to be able to distinguish between the
real, genuine person and those who are
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just up there to mark time. Heather Wilson
is honest; she is capable. She has gone to
Washington, DC, to do a job on behalf
of the citizens of New Mexico, and she
deserves to be reelected to the United
States Congress.

And I thank you for helping her. This
has been a successful event. So I want to
thank the organizers and the phone callers
and the people that encouraged you to
come, and then I want to thank you for
being here. When you find somebody who
is a decent soul willing to sacrifice time
with her family, willing to travel the long
distances between New Mexico and Wash-
ington, DC, willing to do the hard work
on behalf of the citizens of Albuquerque
and the surrounding area, you need to sup-
port her. And I want to thank you for sup-
porting her.

When Heather tells you something, she
means it. And you don’t have to worry
about her disgracing the office of the
United States Congress. You know, I like
strong women. [Laughter] 1 was raised by
one; I married one; and I hope we're
raising two. [Laughter] And sometimes a
strong woman—sometimes they—they all
listen, and sometimes they do what you
ask them to do, and sometimes they don't.
[Laughter] See, Heather Wilson is an inde-
pendent soul. That's what you want from
a person from this district. You want some-
body who is strong in her beliefs, strong
in her convictions, but strong, first and
foremost, to the people of this district. The
way I like to describe her is: She’s compas-
sionate; she’s smart; she’s independent-
minded; and she can get the job done. And
that’'s why she needs to go back to the
United States Congress.

Laura sends her best. In the photo line,
the guy said, “Where’s Laura?” It didn’t
hurt my feelings, you know. [Laughter]
Kind of like, you know, “How come you're
here and she’s not?” [Laughter] But Laura
knows talent and strength of character
when she sees it; Heather Wilson is one
of her favorite people in Washington, DC.
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And she sends her love to Heather and
sends her thanks to you all for helping this
fine lady get reelected to the United States
Congress.

By the way, I lucked out when she said
yes. [Laughter] We were raised, as you
know, right across the border, so I have
a pretty good feeling about the values and
the thinking of the people of New Mexico.
And so does Laura. And there’s no doubt
in her mind and my mind that Heather
Wilson is the right person to represent you
in the United States Congress. And again,
I want to thank you. I forgot to ask you
to do one thing, though, and that is thanks
for giving of your hard-earned money;
make sure that you turn out the vote com-
ing down the stretch.

She’s going to win. No doubt in my
mind, she’s going to win. I want to thank
her family, Jay, Joshua, and Caitlin. I was
telling Joshua and Caitlin coming over—
I spent some quality time with Heather
on Air Force One; it's amazing what people
do to get on Air Force One, by the way.
[Laughter] T said to Joshua and Caitlin, “T
know a lot about you.” They kind of looked
at me like, you know, “Huh?” [Laughter]
I said, “That’s all your mother talked about
for half the leg.” [Laughter] I love a person
who values her family, who places her fam-
ily at the center of her life. We need peo-
ple in the United States Congress who un-
derstand the importance of family in our
society. Heather Wilson not only talks
about family, she acts on her love of her
family. And I want to thank Jay and Josh
and Caitlin for being here today. And thank
you for supporting your mom and your wife
for her hard work doing the job.

I want to thank Allen Weh—/{[applause]—
yes, he’s a good fellow. I want to thank
the grassroots activists who are here. I want
to thank those of you who, a lot of time,
don’t get credit for making phone calls—
there’s one right there—[laughter]—and
people who put up the signs and go to
the rallies and stuff the envelopes, the peo-
ple who really turn out to be the wind
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at the candidate’s back. And youre going
to make the difference coming down the
stretch for Heather. So thank you in ad-
vance for what you're fixing to do.

We're dealing with some big issues. We
really are. These are historic times. And
one of the reasons I feel so strongly that
Heather needs to be reelected is, she un-
derstands the stakes of the world in which
we live. See, we need people who see the
world the way it is, not the way we would
hope it would be. And the world we live
in is a dangerous world because there’s still
enemies that would like to strike the
United States of America.

We need clear-eyed realists in Wash-
ington, DC. Heather Wilson is a clear-eyed
realist. She brings a lot of experience to
the job. By the way, she’s on the Intel-
ligence Committee; I'm probably not sup-
posed to talk about it. [Laughter] The rea-
son she’s on it is because she’s a clear-
eyed realist. It's a very, very important job.
She helps make sure this country has the
best intelligence possible. And the reason
that’s important is because our most impor-
tant job, the most important priority of the
President and the Congress, is to protect
the American people. And the best way
to protect the American people is to stay
on the offense and bring the killers to jus-
tice so they don’t hurt the American people
again.

And in order to stay on the offense,
we've got to have good intelligence, and
we've got to have smart, capable people
helping this Government find these terror-
ists. In order to protect the American peo-
ple, I need people in the United States
Congress who understand the importance
of supporting the men and women who
wear the uniform of the United States of
America, and Heather Wilson understands
that.

We're fighting a global war on terror.
Now, I know most of the attention is fo-
cused on Irag, but I want to remind you,
that is just a battlefield in the global war
on terror. It’s a part of the war on terror.

I need people in the United States Con-
gress like Heather, who understands that
the war on terror is not just Iraq but it’s
Afghanistan, and it’s places where people
plan and plot their attacks on the United
States of America.

I just came back from Baghdad. Its a
remarkable experience to, first and fore-
most, meet the leaders of a new Govern-
ment, people that are in office because 12
million people are able to vote because we
threw out a tyrant that was so brutal and
so ruthless that—mnot only to kill his own
people by the thousands, that he invaded
his neighbors, that he threatened the
United States of America, that he harbored
terrorists. And now they have a chance to
vote, and they did, and now there’s a Gov-
ernment formed under one of the most
modern constitutions ever written in the
Middle East. And it was refreshing to see
these people that are anxious to fulfill the
will of the people of Iraq.

And it’s hard work. But I went to take
the measure of the person. I went to say
this to him: “It's up to you; here’s your
chance; here’s your chance to succeed;
here’s your chance to liberate people;
here’s your chance to make history; here’s
your chance to spread the peace; here’s
your chance to help us fight those who
want to destroy your hopes and aspira-
tions.” And I also told him this, that “When
the United States of America gives a com-
mitment, we will keep our word. We will
not cut and run.” It's important to have
people in the United States Congress who
understand the stakes of the fight in Iraq
and complete the mission. And Heather
Wilson is such a person.

We're going to succeed in Iraq. We will
succeed. And when we do, they will be
an ally in the war on terror, and theyll
be an example for others to see. You see,
I base a lot of my decisions upon this be-
lief: There is an Almighty, and one of the
great gifts of the Almighty to men and
women from all faiths and all walks of life
is freedom. Freedom is universal. Freedom
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is not owned just by people in the United
States of America, it’s universal; all people
desire to be free. And free societies turn
out to be peaceful societies. Free societies
figure out ways to keep the peace. And
so, in our fight against the terrorists, not
only will we bring them to justice and stay
on the hunt to protect the American peo-
ple, but at the same time, we will act on
the universal principle of freedom and help
others become free.

People say, “What do you mean by that,
Mr. President?” Well, T'll give you an ex-
ample. Two weeks from today, I'll be meet-
ing with the Prime Minister of Japan,
Prime Minister Koizumi. He’s coming.
We'll have a visit in Washington, DC. It
turns out he’s an Elvis fan, so he and I
are then going to go to Graceland. [Laugh-
ter] Think about that, though. Think about
the American President traveling to
Graceland—[laughter]—with ~ the Prime
Minister of ]apzin. Let me ask you some-
thing—60 years ago, would you have
thought that would be possible? [Laughter]
Think about it.

See, my dad and, I bet, your relatives
too—some of you had relatives who fought
the Japanese. They were the sworn enemy
of the United States of America in a
bloody, bloody conflict. And 60 years later,
I'll be sitting down at the table with the
Prime Minister talking about North Korea,
how to keep the peace there. I'll be talking
about the fact that their country has con-
tributed 1,000 troops to help this young
democracy in the heart of the Middle East.
He understands that freedom can help
change a neighborhood that's been full of
hatred.

What happened? What happened was
Japan adopted a Japanese-style democracy.
They had a different form of government.
They became—they adopted a different
style of governing themselves. Democracies
have the capacity to convert enemies into
allies. And what’s happening today is we're
after the terrorists not only by staying on
the hunt, but we’re after them with an
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ideology of hope, an ideology of light, an
ideology that recognizes human rights and
human dignity. And one of these days,
somebody is going to be sitting down
a duly-elected leader from Iraq sitting
down at the table with a future U.S. Presi-
dent talking about how to keep the peace.
We're laying the foundation of peace for
generations to come, and Heather Wilson
understands the stakes.

Our economy is strong. And one of the
reasons it’s strong is because we put poli-
cies in place that recognize that if you have
more money in your pocket to save, invest,
or spend, this economy is going to grow.
See, there’s a philosophical debate in
Washington, DC: Who best can spend your
money? [Laughter] We like—Heather and
I like for you to spend your own money.
We believe if you have more money in
your pocket, the economy—I[applause]. We
believe if you're a small-business owner and
you got more money in your treasury, your
more likely to hire somebody. That's what
we believe.

The other crowd believes they need to
run up your taxes, because they think they
can spend your money better than you can.
You might remember, weve had some
tough economic times in this country. We
had a recession, a stock market correction,
corporate scandals, an attack on the United
States of America, two wars to defend our-
selves, major natural disasters, and high en-
ergy prices—and yet this economy is going
strong. And we intend to keep it strong.
[Applause]

And the reason it’s strong is because we
cut the taxes. We let you keep more of
your own money. Now, youll hear them
in Washington say, “Well, what we need
to do is balance the budget by raising the
taxes.” That’s not the way Washington
works; it’s just not the way. It may sound
attractive to some here in Albuquerque,
“Oh, we'll just tax a certain number of peo-
ple, and we’ll balance the budget that way.”
No, the way Washington works is, they will
raise your taxes, and they will figure out
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new ways to spend your money. The best
way to balance the budget is to set prior-
ities when it comes to spending the peo-
ple’s money, to be strong on those prior-
ities, and to keep progrowth economic poli-
cies in place so we get more tax revenues
coming into the Treasury because this
economy is growing. That's how you bal-
ance the budget.

Make no mistake about it, if the other
bunch gets in control of the Congress,
you'll be paying higher taxes. And that’s
why were going to win this November.
People understand theyre taxed enough.
What they want is fiscal sanity in Wash-
ington, DC. That’s what they want.

You know something? One of the things
that we're going to run on as a party and
Heather can really run on is, she’s deliv-
ered. Take Medicare, for example. That’s
a program—it’s an important program. It
was signed by Lyndon Baines Johnson in
1965. It's really an important deal. The
Federal Government has made a commit-
ment to help our elderly when it comes
to health care. And our attitude is, if you
make a commitment, you want to make
sure you have a modern health care system.
There’s no need to make a commitment
and have a lousy health care system. And
Medicare had done a lot of good work,
but it was getting old, and it needed to
be reformed. Medicine was changing, but
Medicare wasn’t.

And so we got together and decided
we're going to do something on behalf of
the seniors. We're going to fulfill our prom-
ise to the seniors of the United States of
America. The other bunch had been talking
about it, year after year. We did—we got
something done. What we did is, we pro-
vided prescription drugs as an integral part
of Medicare.

People say, why was that important?
Well, Tll give you one reason. Medicare
would pay for heart surgery but would not
pay one dime for the prescription drugs
that could prevent the heart surgery from
being needed in the first place. Medicine

had been modernizing; Medicare had not.
And thanks to the leadership of Heather
Wilson, I was able to sign a modern Medi-
care bill. And if youre a poor senior in
Albuquerque, New Mexico, this Govern-
ment is going to help you with your pre-
scription drugs. And the days of you having
to choose between medicine and food are
over, thanks to Heather Wilson.

I could keep talking all day long about
her—([laughter]—but T might miss my din-
ner with Laura. [Laughter] But I do want
to talk about her love of the young people.
You might remember, she served in the
cabinet here as the Secretary of Children,
Youth, and Family. She was—she said,
“Look, I want to serve my State by helping
young people, helping the disadvantaged.”
In other words, she’s got a good heart.

And she took that heart to Washington
and helped us pass the No Child Left Be-
hind Act. Let me tell you something about
the No Child Left Behind Act. It said,
we're going to increase money, particularly
for poor students. I think that’s a good
use of money. I really do. But instead of
just accepting mediocrity in our schools, we
said, “We’re going to challenge the soft big-
otry of low expectations.” Here’s the truth.
In some schools, it’s just as easy to pass
somebody who looks hard to educate along.
“If you're at such-and-such an age, you're
supposed to be here; we’ll just move you
there.”

See, Heather and I believe every child
can learn, no matter if youre—how you
were raised, no matter your heritage. We
believe you can learn to read. You know,
if your mom and dad don’t speak English
as their primary language, we still believe
you can learn. And not only we believe
you can learn, we expect the school to
teach you to learn. That’s what we want.
We expect the schools to teach you how
to read and write and add and subtract.

And so we worked to raise the standards
and said to States, “You measure, because
we want to know.” We want to know early,
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before it’s too late. The No Child Left Be-
hind Act that Heather was a strong sup-
porter of has helped change America for
the better. It says, if we find a child strug-
gling with reading early, we're going to
make sure there’s extra money to help that
child, because we don’t want one child left
behind in America.

There is an achievement gap in America.
There really is. When you look at the
fourth grade results, there’s a—the Anglo
students are here, and Latino students are
here, and the African American—that’s not
right. That's not what this country is all
about. This country is about equal oppor-
tunity. This country is about making sure
every child, no matter what her—his or
her background is, gets a great education.
And the No Child Left Behind Act is chal-
lenging mediocrity, and it’s challenging fail-
ure, and that achievement gap is closing.
And Heather Wilson gets credit for being
a strong supporter of good schools in New
Mexico.

You know, there’s a lot of problems that
rise—rise up for a State like New Mexico.
You've got very important labs, and these
labs make a difference for the United
States of America. But it’s not a given the
labs will be there. You need people in the

The President’s Radio Address
June 17, 2006

Good morning. Earlier this week, I trav-
eled to Baghdad to visit the capital of a
free and democratic Iraq. It was an incred-
ible feeling to stand in the cockpit of Air
Force One and watch the pilot steer us
in toward Baghdad.

After we landed, I had the pleasure of
meeting with our dedicated Embassy staff
and intelligence officers serving far from
home under dangerous circumstances. And
I was honored to meet with some of our
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Congress that understand how to get things
done.

It seems like to me the people of this
district would want somebody to be able
to pick up the phone and call the President
of the United States and have the President
of the United States answer the phone. I'm
close to Heather, you know. As I told you,
she’s independent. But that doesn’t mean
I don’t hold her in the highest—highest
regard and deep respect, which I do. I
love her integrity. And when she calls me
on the phone, I answer. And guess what—
guess what she’s generally talking about?
The people of this congressional district.
She loves of the people of this district.
She’s serving the people of this district.
And T urge the people of this district, for
their own sake, for their own good, and
for the good of the United States of Amer-
ica, to send Heather Wilson back to the
United States Congress.

Thanks for coming. God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. at
the Hyatt Regency Albuquerque. In his re-
marks, he referred to Allen Weh, chairman,
Republican Party of New Mexico; Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki and former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.

troops, including those responsible for
bringing justice to the terrorist Zarqawi. It
was a privilege to shake their hands, look
them in the eye, and tell them how much
the American people appreciate their daily
courage and how much we appreciate the
sacrifices that they and their families are
making.

On my trip, I also met with the new
Iraqi Prime Minister Maliki, and I was able
to see firsthand his strong character and
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