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Ninety-five percent of our planet’s oceans 
have yet to be explored. We’re just begin-
ning to appreciate what the seas have to 
offer humanity. The waters of this new na-
tional monument will be a living laboratory 
that offers new opportunities to discover 
new life, that helps us better manage our 
ocean ecosystems, and allows us to pursue 
advances in science. 

You know, in America, there’s a great 
consensus that we have an obligation to 
be good stewards of the environment. Suc-
cess of a generation is not defined by 
wealth alone. We also will be measured 
by the respect we give to the precious crea-
tures of our natural world. 

We have great choices before us in this 
country. And with the designation of the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Island Marine Na-
tional Monument, we are making a choice 
that will leave a precious legacy. 

I want to thank you all for joining us 
today. It’s an historic moment. Thank you 
all for your leadership. And may God bless 
the country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. Linda Lingle 
of Hawaii; and oceanographer Jean-Michel 
Cousteau. 

Statement on Congressional Passage of Appropriations Legislation 
June 15, 2006 

I applaud those Members of Congress 
who came together in a fiscally responsible 
way to provide much-needed funds for the 
war on terror and continued Hurricane 
Katrina recovery, as well as for securing 
our border and protecting against a possible 
avian flu pandemic. Responding to these 
critical needs in a timely way is not easy, 
but it must be done if we are to fight 
terrorism, defend our homeland, enforce 

our borders, and fulfill our moral obligation 
to help our fellow Americans in need. I 
am pleased that Congress has addressed 
these urgent national priorities within the 
spending limits I set. House and Senate 
leadership and Chairmen Cochran and 
Lewis deserve great credit for working to-
gether to pass a fiscally responsible bill. 
The statement referred to H.R. 4939. 

Statement on Signing the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act for 
Defense, the Global War on Terror, and Hurricane Recovery, 2006 
June 15, 2006 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4939, 
the ‘‘Emergency Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act for Defense, the Global War on 
Terror, and Hurricane Recovery, 2006.’’ 
The Act provides additional resources need-
ed to fight the war on terror, help citizens 
of the Gulf States recover from devastating 

hurricanes, and protect Americans from a 
potential influenza pandemic. 

Sections 1209 and 2202 of the Act pro-
hibit use of certain funds appropriated in 
the Act to initiate new start programs un-
less the congressional defense committees 
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receive advance written notice. The Su-
preme Court of the United States has stat-
ed that the President’s authority to classify 
and control access to information bearing 
on the national security flows from the 
Constitution and does not depend upon a 
legislative grant of authority. Although the 
advance notice contemplated by sections 
1209 and 2202 can be provided in most 
situations as a matter of comity, situations 
may arise, especially in wartime, in which 
the President must act promptly under his 
constitutional grants of executive power and 
authority as Commander in Chief of the 
Armed Forces while protecting certain ex-
traordinarily sensitive national security in-
formation. The executive branch shall con-
strue these sections in a manner consistent 
with the constitutional authority of the 
President. 

Subsection 1304(a) of the Act amends 
section 550 of Public Law 109–102 to pur-
port to require the President to consult 
with committees of the Congress prior to 
exercising authority granted to the Presi-
dent by section 550. Subsection 1304(b) 
purports to require the Secretary of State 
to consult such committees prior to exer-
cising authority under that provision. Be-
cause the President’s constitutional author-
ity to supervise the unitary executive 
branch and take care that the laws be faith-
fully executed cannot be made by law sub-
ject to a requirement to consult with con-
gressional committees or to involve them 
in executive decision-making, the executive 
branch shall construe the references in the 
provisions to consulting to require only no-
tification. 

The provision under the heading, ‘‘Joint 
Explosive Device Defeat Fund,’’ Depart-
ment of Defense-Military, that calls for the 

reporting to congressional committees of 
information that may include highly sen-
sitive and classified national security infor-
mation, will be construed consistently with 
the President’s constitutional responsibility 
to control the dissemination of such infor-
mation. 

The executive branch shall construe the 
provision in the Act under the heading 
‘‘Disaster Relief,’’ Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, Department of Homeland 
Security, that purports to require the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to submit a 
housing proposal and expenditure plan for 
congressional committee approval as calling 
solely for notification, as any other con-
struction would be inconsistent with the 
constitutional principles enunciated by the 
Supreme Court of the United States in INS 
v. Chadha. 

Sections 7030 through 7033 of the Act, 
inclusive, purport to make changes in or 
in relation to statements of managers that 
accompanied various appropriations bills re-
ported from House-Senate conferences in 
the past. Also, a provision in chapter 9 of 
the Act under the heading ‘‘Emergency Re-
lief Program,’’ Federal Highway Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, pur-
ports to give binding effect to a document 
not presented to the President. The execu-
tive branch shall construe these provisions 
in a manner consistent with the bicameral 
passage and presentment requirements of 
the Constitution for the making of a law. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
June 15, 2006. 

NOTE: H.R. 4939, approved June 15, was as-
signed Public Law No. 109–234. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Deployments of United 
States Combat-Equipped Armed Forces Around the World 
June 15, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
I am providing this supplemental consoli-

dated report, prepared by my Administra-
tion and consistent with the War Powers 
Resolution (Public Law 93–148), as part of 
my efforts to keep the Congress informed 
about deployments of U.S. combat- 
equipped Armed Forces around the world. 
This supplemental report covers operations 
in support of the war on terror, Kosovo, 
and Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The War on Terror 
Since September 24, 2001, I have re-

ported, consistent with Public Law 107– 
40 and the War Powers Resolution, on the 
combat operations in Afghanistan against al- 
Qaida terrorists and their Taliban sup-
porters, which began on October 7, 2001, 
and the deployment of various combat- 
equipped and combat-support forces to a 
number of locations in the Central, Pacific, 
and Southern Command areas of operation 
in support of those operations and of other 
operations in our war on terror. 

I will direct additional measures as nec-
essary in the exercise of the U.S. right to 
self-defense and to protect U.S. citizens 
and interests. Such measures may include 
short-notice deployments of special oper-
ations and other forces for sensitive oper-
ations in various locations throughout the 
world. It is not possible to know at this 
time either the precise scope or duration 
of the deployment of U.S. Armed Forces 
necessary to counter the terrorist threat to 
the United States. 

United States Armed Forces, with the 
assistance of numerous coalition partners, 
continue to conduct the U.S. campaign to 
pursue al-Qaida terrorists and to eliminate 
support to al-Qaida. These operations have 
been successful in seriously degrading al- 
Qaida’s training capabilities. United States 

Armed Forces, with the assistance of nu-
merous coalition partners in Combined 
Forces Command, Afghanistan, ended the 
Taliban regime and are actively pursuing 
and engaging remnant al-Qaida and Taliban 
fighters in Afghanistan. Approximately 200 
U.S. personnel also are assigned to the 
International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF) in Afghanistan. The U.N. Security 
Council authorized the ISAF in U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1386 of December 
20, 2001, and has reaffirmed its authoriza-
tion since that time, most recently for a 
12-month period beginning October 13, 
2005, in U.N. Security Council Resolution 
1623 of September 13, 2005. The mission 
of the ISAF under NATO command is to 
assist the Government of Afghanistan in 
creating a safe and secure environment that 
allows reconstruction and the reestablish-
ment of Afghan authorities. Currently, all 
26 NATO nations contribute to the ISAF. 
Ten non-NATO contributing countries also 
participate by providing military and other 
support personnel to the ISAF. 

The United States continues to detain 
several hundred al-Qaida and Taliban fight-
ers who are believed to pose a continuing 
threat to the United States and its interests. 
The combat-equipped and combat-support 
forces deployed to Naval Base, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, in the U.S. Southern 
Command area of operations since January 
2002 continue to conduct secure detention 
operations for the approximately 460 enemy 
combatants at Guantanamo Bay. 

The U.N. Security Council authorized a 
Multinational Force (MNF) in Iraq under 
unified command in U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1511 of October 16, 2003, and 
reaffirmed its authorization in U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1546 of June 8, 
2004. In U.N. Security Council Resolution 
1637 of November 8, 2005, the Security 
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