
1137 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / June 14 

of the Council of Representatives Mahmoud 
al-Mashhadani, and Deputy Speaker of the 
Council of Representatives Khaled Atea of 
Iraq; senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab 
Al Zarqawi, who was killed in Baquba, Iraq, 
on June 7; Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, 
commanding general, Multi-National 
Force—Iraq; U.S. Ambassador to Iraq 
Zalmay Khalilzad; Deputy Secretary of the 
Treasury Robert M. Kimmit; Prime Minister 

Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; Patrick 
J. Fitzgerald, U.S. Attorney for the Northern 
District of Illinois and Department of Justice 
CIA leak investigation Special Prosecutor; 
and Col. Mark Tillman, USAF, commander, 
Presidential Airlift Group. A reporter re-
ferred to former Ambassador Joseph C. Wil-
son IV, who served as CIA envoy to Niger 
in February 2002. 

Remarks Following Discussions With President Alvaro Uribe Velez of 
Colombia 
June 14, 2006 

President Bush. Thank you all for com-
ing. It’s my honor to welcome back to the 
Oval Office mi amigo el Presidente. Mr. 
President, we’re glad you’re here. This is 
my first chance to be able to congratulate 
the President for a very strong victory. I 
asked him what it’s like to win with a lot 
of votes. [Laughter] He was obviously a 
good campaigner that had a message that 
the Colombian people appreciated. So first 
of all, congratulations for a grand victory. 

President Uribe is a personal friend. I’m 
able to talk very frankly with him about 
a variety of subjects. I told him that one 
of the things I admire is he’s a strong be-
liever in democracy, human rights, human 
dignity. He’s got a tough job in dealing 
with narcoterrorist groups in his country, 
but he’s committed to dealing firmly with 
narcoterrorism. He’s committed to helping 
reconcile past differences. He’s committed 
to helping people get back into society. And 
I appreciate those commitments. He’s com-
mitted to human rights. 

We talked about trade. We negotiated 
a free trade agreement. We’ve still got 
some details to work out, but we com-
mitted ourselves to working out those de-
tails and try to get this done as quickly 
as we can. I will submit the agreement 
to Congress once it gets done, and I would 

hope members of both political parties un-
derstand the importance of a free trade 
agreement with this vital ally of ours. 

We talked about the neighborhood. We 
talked about—he came from a meeting 
with some of the Andean neighbors, and 
he brought messages, and he shared some 
thoughts with me. I appreciate strategizing 
with the President about how to make sure 
our neighborhood is a peaceful and hopeful 
place. 

I told President Uribe that one of the 
things I will do a better job of is commu-
nicating to the people of South America 
and Central America my country’s desire 
to promote justice and education and 
health. We spend about $1.6 billion a year 
in Central and South America. I want the 
people to understand that money is meant 
to help them, to help improve their lives. 
I want the people to understand America 
is a considerate country, that we care about 
justice. 

And so, Mr. President, I am really 
pleased you’re here. It’s good to see you 
again. And again, congratulations on a great 
victory. 

President Uribe. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. I want to repeat my gratitude to your 
Government, to you personally, to your 
Congress, to the U.S. public opinion, for 
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the permanent support of my country. I 
appreciate your friendship, your permanent 
advice, and we have many challenges be-
fore us. 

One challenge is that Colombia can over-
come this long nightmare of terrorism. I 
understand the mandate my fellow country 
citizens have given me to work harder and 
with better results for my country to get 
peace, and the United States cooperation 
is necessary. 

In the last 2 years, we have not gotten 
the—[inaudible]—result in dropping the 
areas with illegal drugs. One point we have 
studied this morning with President Bush 
is how to speed up the eradication of drugs, 
because we need to show better results in 
this area. 

And of course, as President Bush has 
informed to you, we spoke about our free 

trade agreement and some pending points. 
And we spoke about the necessity in Co-
lombia and in all the Central American and 
South American countries to improve social 
cohesion. For I thank President Bush, he’s 
willing—his willingness and determination 
to help us in education, in social issues, 
because we need to conduct hand in hand 
our fight against terrorism with our fight 
to create social cohesion, not only in Co-
lombia but in the whole region as well. 

President Bush. Gracias, amigo. Thank 
you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a 
Spanish language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With the Iraq Study Group 
June 14, 2006 

I want to thank a distinguished group 
of Americans, led by Jim Baker and Lee 
Hamilton, for your willingness to look at 
the way forward in Iraq and to provide 
advice to the administration, to the Con-
gress, and to the American people about 
the proper strategies and tactics to achieve 
success. 

Iraq is a complex situation. It is vital 
that we succeed. And the fact that you 
all are willing to lend your expertise to 
help chart the way forward means a lot. 
And I can’t thank you enough. We’ve got 
Republicans at the table; we’ve got Demo-
crats at the table; we’ve got people who’ve 
served in the administration, administra-

tions past, our court system, and the legisla-
tive branch. And you bring a lot of exper-
tise and a lot of knowledge, and the fact 
that you’re willing to lend your expertise 
and knowledge to help our country means 
a lot. 

Once again, you’ve been called to serve, 
and once again, you are serving, and we 
thank you for that a lot. Appreciate you 
very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:36 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to James A. Baker 
III and Lee H. Hamilton, cochairs, Iraq 
Study Group. 
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