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Yes. 

Energy/Foreign Sources of Oil 
Q. Mr. President, did you talk about oil 

production and maybe getting it back to 
prewar levels, or anything? 

The President. We did. We spent a lot 
of time in talking about energy and oil. 
The oil belongs to the Iraqi people. It’s 
their asset. It is one of the—it’s—the ca-
pacity to generate wealth from the ground 
distinguishes Iraq from Afghanistan, for ex-
ample. It’s something that I view as a very 
positive part of Iraqi future. And we talked 
about how to advise the Government to 
best use that money for the benefit of the 
people. 

Secondly, obviously, we spent time fig-
uring out how to help strategize with the 
new ministries as to how to get oil produc-
tion up. And recently, they’ve had oil pro-
duction as high as a little over 2 million 
barrels a day, which is extremely positive. 
The oil sector is very much like the rest 
of the infrastructure of Iraq: Saddam 
Hussein let it deteriorate. There wasn’t 
much reinvestment or not much mod-
ernization. After all, he was using money 
for his own personal gain, and he wasn’t 
spending the people’s money on enhancing 
the infrastructure. And the oil infrastruc-
ture collapsed and deteriorated. And as a 
result, there’s a lot of work that needs to 

be done on, for example, work-overs, that 
is, to help old wells become revitalized, see, 
just a standard maintenance procedure. So 
there’s a maintenance program on to help 
the Iraqi people get their production up. 

There’s some unbelievably interesting ex-
ploration opportunities. And the new Gov-
ernment is going to have to figure out how 
best to lease the people’s lands in a fair 
way. My own view is, is that the Govern-
ment ought to use the oil as a way to 
unite the country and ought to think about 
having a tangible fund for the people, so 
the people have faith in central govern-
ment. 

Listen, thank you all for coming today. 
And tomorrow is going to be a fascinating 
day, and I’m looking forward to having dis-
cussions with our counterparts via SVTS. 
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to U.S. Ambassador 
to Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad; Gen. George W. 
Casey, Jr., USA, commanding general, Multi- 
National Force—Iraq; Gen. John P. Abizaid, 
USA, commander, U.S. Central Command; 
Minister of Defense Abd al-Qadir al-Mufriji, 
Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, and former 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and sen-
ior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al 
Zarqawi, who was killed in Baquba, Iraq, on 
June 7. 

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq 
in Baghdad, Iraq 
June 13, 2006 

Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for this 
opportunity to visit with your Cabinet. I 
have expressed our country’s desire to work 
with you, but I appreciate you recognizing 
the fact that the future of this country is 
in your hands. The decisions you and your 
Cabinet make will be determinate as to 
whether or not a country succeeds that can 

govern itself, sustain itself, and defend 
itself. I’m impressed by the Cabinet that 
you’ve assembled. You’ve assembled people 
from all parts of your country, representing 
the different religions and different his-
tories and traditions. 

And yet the Cabinet here represents the 
entire Iraqi people, and I appreciate your 
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commitment to representing the people of 
Iraq. I’m impressed by the strength of your 
character and your desire to succeed. And 
I’m impressed by your strategy. We’ve dis-
cussed—I discussed earlier with the Prime 
Minister and here with his Cabinet and 
with members of my Cabinet the strategy 
necessary to have a country that is capable 
of answering to the needs of the people. 

We discussed the security strategy. We 
discussed an economic strategy, a recon-
struction strategy. And all of it makes sense 
to me. And so I’ve come to not only look 
you in the eye, I’ve also come to tell you 
that when America gives its word, it will 
keep its word; that it’s in our interests that 
Iraq succeed. It’s not only in the interests 
of the Iraqi people, it’s in the interests 
of the American people and for people who 
love freedom. 

Iraq is a part of the war on terror. Iraq 
is a central front on that war, and when 
Iraq succeeds in having a government of 
and by and for the people of Iraq, you 
will have dealt a serious blow to those who 
have a vision of darkness, who don’t believe 
in liberty, who are willing to kill the inno-
cent in order to achieve a political objec-
tive. 

And so, Mr. Prime Minister, I want to 
thank you for giving me and my Cabinet 
a chance to hear from you personally and 
a chance to meet the members of this team 
you’ve assembled. It’s an impressive group 
of men and women, and if given the right 
help, I’m convinced you will succeed, and 
so will the world. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 
6:36 p.m. at the U.S. Embassy. 

Remarks to United States Military Personnel in Baghdad 
June 13, 2006 

Thank you all. Thank you for the warm 
welcome. Thought I’d stop in to say hello. 
[Laughter] I bring greetings from a grateful 
nation. I thank you for your sacrifice; I 
thank you for your service; I thank you 
for making history. 

You know, one of the things I try to 
do is put good people in place who accom-
plish hard jobs. And I can’t think of two 
better leaders than Zal Khalilzad and Gen-
eral Casey to lead this important effort. 
I thank you all very much for your service 
to our country. Your sacrifice is noble, and 
your sacrifice is important. 

I understand long deployments are 
tough; they’re tough on you, and they’re 
tough on your families. And so the first 
thing I want to tell you is the American 
people are incredibly grateful for what you 
do, and I bring their greetings and their 
thanks for the sacrifices you and your fam-
ily make. 

These are historic times. The mission 
that you’re accomplishing here in Iraq will 
go down in the history books as an incred-
ibly important moment in the history of 
freedom and peace, an incredibly important 
moment of doing our duty to secure our 
homeland. 

You know, right after September the 
11th, I knew that some would forget the 
dangers we face. Some would hope that 
the world would be what it’s not—a peace-
ful place in which people wouldn’t want 
to do harm to those of us who love free-
dom. I vowed that day, after September 
the 11th, to do everything I could to pro-
tect the American people. And I was able 
to make that claim because I knew there 
were people such as yourself who were 
willing to be on the frontline in the war 
on terror. 

Baghdad and Iraq is a front in the war 
on terror. It is a part of our mission to 
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