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Remarks Following a Meeting With Governors on the Line-Item Veto

June 8, 2006

Appreciate some of our Nation’s finest
Governors joining us today. We talked
about a couple of things. The first thing
I did was bring the Governors up to date
on recent successes we've had in Iraq. I
talked about my discussion with Prime
Minister Maliki, about the fact that he’s
completed his cabinet. I also told them that
I had talked to our commanders and con-
gratulated them on bringing Mr. Zarqawi
to justice.

I thanked our Governors for being such
strong commanders in chief. I hope they
take a message back to their respective
Guard units, how much our country appre-
ciates their service, and I hope they also
take the message back that we appreciate
the service of their families.

We also talked about fiscal discipline,
how the executive branch can have certain
tools to work with the legislative branch
to make sure that theyre—responsible
spending. Every one of these Governors
have got a line-item veto, and they've used
it wisely, and they shared their experiences
with me. And the reason they did so is

because we're urging Congress to give this
President and future Presidents the oppor-
tunity to be able to have what is very much
similar to a line-item veto. And the Amer-
ican people expect their money to be spent
wisely. The President needs to have a tool
to be able to work with the Congress so
that that money is spent wisely.

I appreciate the support of both Repub-
licans and Democrats on the Hill in sup-
porting the bill that we’ve submitted. I urge
the Congress to pass this type of legislation
so that we can work together to get our
deficit cut in half by 2009, but, more im-
portantly, assure the American people that
we're being wise about how we use their
money.

I thank you all very much. Thank you
all for coming. I appreciate it.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister
Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq; and senior Al Qaida
associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi, who was
killed in Baquba, Iraq, on June 7.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Michelle Bachelet Jeria of

Chile
June 8, 2006

President Bush. It is such an honor for
me to welcome to the Oval Office the
President of Chile. Madam President, wel-
come.

President Bachelet. Thank you.

President Bush. 1 was told ahead of time
that T was to meet a very charming person,
and my briefers were right. I appreciate
very much your dedication to values that
are important: human rights and human de-
cency, the right for people to be able to
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speak freely and to vote. I admire your
personal story. I also thought it was very
interesting that the President, before she
came to see me, went by a middle school
where she had been educated. It shows
that she’s dedicated to education and the
welfare of the people.

I assured her that the United States of
America shares her same sense of social
justice and that our desire is to help, when
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we can, people to become educated so they
can realize their dreams.

We talked about the neighborhood. She
shared with me her strategy to encourage
there to be peaceful development and pros-
perous development. T assured the Presi-
dent that I'm very interested in her points
of view. I look forward to working with
you. The neighborhood is very important
to the United States of America; it's very
important for our country to be engaged
and working with friends and allies to help
others. And so I've been looking forward
to this meeting for quite a while. We've
got very good relations with Chile, and I
intend to keep them that way.

And Madam President, you're welcome.
I'm really glad you're here.

President Bachelet. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

[At this point, President Bachelet spoke in
Spanish, and no translation was provided. ]

President Bachelet. 1 am very glad to be
here, and as President Bush has said, Chile
and the United States have very good rela-
tionships, and we’ll continue that way. And
we have political, commercial relationships,

and we have been—we really are happy
of how our relations have developed. And
we have talked and shared opinions about
how we can build peace, how can we fight
together against poverty, for social justice,
how we can help strengthen democracy in
the region. And how we also can look at
the issues as energy innovation, education,
health, and so on.

It's for me an honor to be here. And
as I live here as a child and then as an
adult, it’s always for me a wonderful possi-
bility to be in a country where I have
learned to love the American people, where
I learned to—some experiences as how you
can live in a country with difference, with
different cultures, tradition, the different
ethnic groups, and that’s possible, and how
you can integrate. And we want to integrate
more in the region; we want to continue
developing the best relationships with the
United States, with the Government; and
we hope we succeed in this covenant.

Thank you; Mr. President.

President Bush. Thank you, appreciate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House.

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Republic

of Chile
June 8, 2006

Presidents George W. Bush and Michelle
Bachelet underscored the increasingly
strong and close ties that Chile and the
United States enjoy, based on common val-
ues and objectives, including the promotion
of democracy, development, economic
growth, hemispheric integration, trade lib-
eralization, international security, and com-
bating terrorism. They recognized the link
among  development, peace, security,
human rights, and social justice. They re-
affirmed their commitment to further

strengthen the bilateral relationship based
on these principles and to deepen the two
nations’ ongoing strategic dialogue on de-
mocracy and regional development, and
other key shared priorities.

They agreed that Chile and the United
States, like all the peoples of the Americas,
are united by ties, and by common aspira-
tions, expressed in the founding Charter
of the Organization of American States,
which says: “The historic mission of Amer-
ica is to offer man a land of liberty and
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