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of near misses and false leads, and they 
never gave up. Last night their persistence 
and determination were rewarded. On be-
half of all Americans, I congratulate our 
troops on this remarkable achievement. 

Zarqawi is dead, but the difficult and 
necessary mission in Iraq continues. We 
can expect the terrorists and insurgents to 
carry on without him. We can expect the 
sectarian violence to continue. Yet the ide-
ology of terror has lost one of its most 
visible and aggressive leaders. 

Zarqawi’s death is a severe blow to Al 
Qaida. It’s a victory in the global war on 
terror, and it is an opportunity for Iraq’s 
new Government to turn the tide of this 
struggle. Two minutes ago, I spoke to 
Prime Minister Maliki. I congratulated him 
on close collaboration between coalition 
and Iraqi forces that helped make this day 
possible. Iraq’s freely elected Prime Min-
ister is determined to defeat our common 
enemies and bring security and the rule 
of law to all his people. 

Earlier this morning, he announced the 
completion of his Cabinet appointments 
with the naming of a new Minister of De-
fense, a new Minister of the Interior, and 
a new Minister of State for National Secu-
rity. These new ministers are part of a 
democratic government that represents all 
Iraqis. They will play a vital role as the 
Iraqi Government addresses its top prior-
ities: reconciliation and reconstruction and 
putting an end to the kidnapings and be-
headings and suicide bombings that plague 
the Iraqi people. I assured Prime Minister 
Maliki that he will have the full support 
of the United States of America. 

On Monday, I will meet with my national 
security team and other key members of 
my Cabinet at Camp David to discuss the 
way forward in Iraq. Our top diplomats and 
military commanders in Iraq will give me 
an assessment of recent changes in the po-
litical and economic and security situation 
on the ground. On Tuesday, Iraq’s new 
Ambassador to the United States will join 
us, and we will have a teleconference dis-
cussion with the Prime Minister and mem-
bers of his Cabinet. Together we will dis-
cuss how to best deploy America’s re-
sources in Iraq and achieve our shared goal 
of an Iraq that can govern itself, defend 
itself, and sustain itself. 

We have tough days ahead of us in Iraq 
that will require the continued patience of 
the American people. Yet the developments 
of the last 24 hours give us renewed con-
fidence in the final outcome of this strug-
gle, the defeat of terrorism threats, and a 
more peaceful world for our children and 
grandchildren. 

May God bless the Iraqi people, and may 
God continue to bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:31 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Prime Minister Nuri 
al-Maliki, Minister of Defense Abd al-Qadir 
al-Mufriji, Minister of the Interior Jawad al- 
Bulani, and Minister of State for National Se-
curity Shirwan al-Waili of Iraq; Usama bin 
Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist orga-
nization; and Iraq’s Ambassador to the U.S. 
Samir Shakir al-Sumaydi. 

Remarks at the National Hispanic Prayer Breakfast 
June 8, 2006 

Thank you very much, Luis. Thanks for 
your introduction. Right before we came 
in, I said, ‘‘Luis, how’s your school doing?’’ 

See, I got to first know Luis when I went 
into inner-city Philadelphia, and he said, 
‘‘I’m starting a school.’’ I said, ‘‘How’s your 
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school doing?’’ He said, ‘‘Oh, pretty good.’’ 
He said, ‘‘Last year, we had 69 of the 70 
graduates from our school go to college.’’ 

Luis’s school is doing better than pretty 
good; it’s doing great. And we hold out 
hope to some kid, you know, that it’s amaz-
ing what results we can achieve in a society 
when you raise the bar and you say, ‘‘I 
have hope for you; I love you.’’ It’s amazing 
what our country can achieve. And so, Luis, 
thank you very much for your leadership, 
and thanks for having me here at the Na-
tional Hispanic Prayer Breakfast. 

I think it is fitting we come together 
to recognize the importance of prayer and 
the importance of faith. You see, Americans 
are a people of faith. And for millions of 
our citizens, prayer is a daily part of life. 
In prayer we give thanks for the many 
blessings bestowed upon us by our Creator. 
We’re blessed with courageous young men 
and women willing to defend us in time 
of war. We’re blessed with a growing econ-
omy and material prosperity. And we’re 
blessed by the diversity and creativity of 
millions of Hispanic Americans who enrich 
our great country. 

We’ve got plenty of blessings to give 
thanks for, and I’m blessed by the fact that 
millions of Americans, many of whom I’ve 
never seen face to face, pray for me and 
my family. It’s one of the great blessings 
of America, to be President of a land of 
prayer. So this morning we come together 
to give our thanks for all our blessings and 
recognize our Nation’s continuing depend-
ence on Divine Providence. 

I appreciate the sponsors of this break-
fast. It’s an important breakfast. This is a 
time for us to come together in common 
purpose to say, we’re humble enough to 
be on bended knee. I appreciate my friend 
Attorney General Al Gonzales for joining 
us today. It’s good to see you, mi general. 
The Director of the Peace Corps, Gaddi 
Vasquez—thank you for coming, Gaddi. 
Appreciate you being here. I see Senator 
Brownback—I think—yes, there he is. 
[Laughter] I know there are other Mem-

bers of the Senate and the Congress who 
are here. Thank you all for coming today. 
It’s really important that you’re here. And 
I know the participants of this breakfast 
are glad you’re here as well. I appreciate 
all the pastors and community leaders who 
are with us here today too. Thanks for com-
ing. 

In America, we are a people who profess 
many different faiths, with some of our citi-
zens embracing no faith at all. In America, 
all are welcome. No citizen stands above 
another. In America, what unites us all is 
our dedication to freedom, and what brings 
us together today as men and women of 
faith is our belief that we’re all equal and 
precious in the eyes of the Almighty. 

I like to tell people that my job as the 
President is to promote the fact that people 
are free to worship however you choose. 
See, that’s what distinguishes us from the 
Taliban or Al Qaida, that we’re free to wor-
ship and that we’re all equally American. 
If you’re a Christian, Jew, or Muslim, 
you’re equally American. If you choose not 
to worship, you’re equally American. 

But I’ve also said, from my personal per-
spective, I rely upon the Almighty for 
strength and comfort. The daily example 
of our Hispanic communities reminds us 
that strong faith and strong families can 
build a better future for all. We are more— 
we’re a more hopeful society because men 
and women of Hispanic descent have put 
their faith and values into action. 

More than 200,000 Hispanic Americans 
serve with courage and honor in our mili-
tary, some of whom are with us today. And 
we thank you for your service. Our Govern-
ment is enriched and strengthened by the 
Latinos who serve here in Washington, DC. 
Across America, Hispanic leaders are serv-
ing on the frontlines of our armies of com-
passion, reaching out to change the lives 
of brothers and sisters in need, changing 
this great country one heart, one soul at 
a time. 
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I like to remind people that government 
can hand out money, but government can-
not put faith in a person’s heart or a sense 
of purpose in a person’s life. The best way 
to strengthen this country is for people 
such as yourself to continue to reach out 
to a neighbor in need, to listen to the uni-
versal call to love a neighbor just like you’d 
like to be loved yourself, to mentor to a 
child who needs to learn to read, to feed 
the hungry, to provide shelter for the 
homeless. 

And that’s precisely what the leaders in 
this room do. You’re inspired by prayer; 
you move to action. And America is better 
off when you go into our neighborhoods 
to reach out to those who hurt, to provide 
comfort for those who are sick, to say loud 
and clear to a brother and sister in need, 
‘‘We love you, and what can we do to help 
you?’’ On behalf of a grateful nation, I 
thank you for being soldiers in the armies 
of compassion and for making America a 
hopeful place for more of our citizens. 

Speaking about a hopeful place, it is im-
portant for us in this important debate on 
immigration to remember that we’ve always 
been a hopeful nation. We are a land of 
immigrants. We’re a country when peo-
ple—we’re a compassionate people. We’re 
also a nation of laws, and being a nation 
of laws is not contradictory with being a 
compassionate country. We can enforce our 
laws. And we can treat people with respect 
and treat people with dignity and remem-
ber our heritage as a nation. 

The immigration system isn’t working 
today, and it needs to be fixed. Our borders 
need to be secure. The American people 
from all walks of life expect the Govern-
ment to secure our border, and we will 
do that. 

The system isn’t fixed—the system is 
broken because we’ve got too many citi-
zens, too many people here, too many peo-
ple living in our country, living in the shad-
ows of our society, beyond the reach of 
the law. That’s not the America I know. 
The America I know is one in which people 

are treated with respect; the America I 
know is one in which when we see some-
thing broken, we fix it. 

So we’ll secure our borders. We’ll make 
sure people who hire people illegally pay 
a fine. But I want our fellow citizens to 
understand, you cannot secure our borders 
and you cannot be a compassionate society 
unless we provide a legal channel for peo-
ple to work in America. We’ve got people 
coming across our borders who want to 
come and work and put food on the table 
for their families. 

When I was Governor of Texas, I re-
minded people, family values do not stop 
at the Rio Grande River. There are people 
who are coming to our country who are 
doing jobs Americans are not doing. And 
we need a legal and orderly system. If we 
want to enforce the border, we must have 
a system that says, ‘‘You don’t have to sneak 
across our border in order to find work. 
You don’t need to risk your life.’’ 

So therefore, I strongly support and call 
upon the Congress to support the tem-
porary-worker program that says, ‘‘You can 
come into our country legally’’—so that we 
can match willing worker with willing em-
ployer, doing jobs Americans are not 
doing—‘‘and you can come for a period 
of time, and you can work, and then you 
can go home in an orderly way as well.’’ 

The other part of this debate that’s really 
important is what do we do with the folks 
that are here. See, there’s a difference be-
tween those who have newly arrived that 
are doing work and those who have been 
here for quite a period of time. We’ve got 
people in this country who have paid their 
taxes, own a home, whose children are be-
coming valedictorians in high schools and 
colleges—people have been working hard. 

This debate is—there’s a heated debate 
on this subject here in Washington. There 
are some who say, ‘‘Well, best thing to do 
is just call them citizens right off the bat.’’ 
I disagree with that. It’s called amnesty. 
I don’t think that would be fair to those 
who are legally here and are waiting in 
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line to become a citizen. You probably 
know many such citizens. They’re here le-
gally, and they say, ‘‘We want to be a cit-
izen of your country,’’ and we said, ‘‘Fine, 
get in line and wait.’’ Granting amnesty to 
those folks who have been here illegally 
would be unfair to those who have been 
here legally. We’re a nation of laws, and 
we must uphold the laws. 

And then there are those here in Wash-
ington who say, ‘‘Why don’t we just find 
the folks and send them home.’’ That isn’t 
going to work. That’s not a good idea. It 
sounds simple; it’s impractical. There’s a 
reasonable middle ground. There’s a rea-
sonable way to uphold our laws and treat 
people with respect, and that is this: If 
you’ve paid your taxes, you’ve been here 
for awhile, you can prove that you’ve been 
working, you’ve got a clean background; if 
you want to become a citizen, you pay a 
fine, you learn English, you learn the values 
and ideals of America that have made us 
one Nation under God. And then if you 
want to be a citizen, you can get in line,but 
in the back of the line, not the front of 
the line. You can wait in line like those 
who have been legally here in America. 
We don’t have to choose between the ex-
tremes. There’s a rational middle ground. 

I call upon Congress to enact common-
sense immigration reform that enforces our 
border, that upholds our laws, that treats 
people with respect, and remembers the 
greatness of America is the fact that we’ve 
been able to come from different back-
grounds, united under the common ideals 
of our country, and we live one Nation 
under God. 

For centuries, people have come to this 
Nation because it is the land of promise. 
It’s a place where people can realize their 
dreams. Yesterday I was in Omaha, Ne-
braska, at a Catholic Charities institute that 
was helping people learn English and learn 
the ideals of our country. I remember walk-
ing into a civics class, and the people were 
slightly startled to see the President walk 
in. I guess it’s kind of the ultimate civics 

lesson. [Laughter] But I was proud to be 
there. I really was. 

And we sat down with a group of folks 
at a table to discuss entrepreneurship. And 
I went around the room asking, how long 
have you been here, and what are you 
doing? And I remember coming to the fel-
low, Pina—I think his name was Federico 
Pina. He said he started a couple years 
ago a automobile maintenance business. He 
said it was a dream of his to have his own 
business. I said, ‘‘How’s it going?’’ He said, 
‘‘Well, I’ve employed three people, and I 
own my own building.’’ Here’s a man who 
came to our country with a dream, and 
he’s realizing that dream. 

And what our citizens have got to under-
stand is that if you’re able to maintain a 
sense of hope in the United States, and 
people work hard to realize that hope, it 
inspires our Nation as a whole. It lifts our 
spirit. It reinvigorates what America is all 
about. 

We have a great opportunity here in 
Washington to remember the traditions and 
history of the United States of America and 
to uplift that sense that America is a wel-
coming society, a country of law, but a 
country that also says, ‘‘If you work hard 
and dream big dreams, you can realize your 
dreams.’’ And many of those who are in 
our country who are working hard to real-
ize their dreams also rely upon a higher 
power to help them realize those dreams. 
And so I’m here to say thank you for your 
prayers, thank you for your example, thank 
you for helping your fellow citizens, and 
thank you for being great citizens of the 
United States of America. 

Que Dios les bendiga. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:08 a.m. at 
the J.W. Marriott Hotel. In his remarks, he 
referred to Rev. Luis Cortes, Jr., president 
and chief executive officer, Esperanza USA, 
who introduced the President; and Salavador 
Pina, owner, Pina’s Auto Repair in Omaha, 
NE. 
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Remarks Following a Meeting With Governors on the Line-Item Veto 
June 8, 2006 

Appreciate some of our Nation’s finest 
Governors joining us today. We talked 
about a couple of things. The first thing 
I did was bring the Governors up to date 
on recent successes we’ve had in Iraq. I 
talked about my discussion with Prime 
Minister Maliki, about the fact that he’s 
completed his cabinet. I also told them that 
I had talked to our commanders and con-
gratulated them on bringing Mr. Zarqawi 
to justice. 

I thanked our Governors for being such 
strong commanders in chief. I hope they 
take a message back to their respective 
Guard units, how much our country appre-
ciates their service, and I hope they also 
take the message back that we appreciate 
the service of their families. 

We also talked about fiscal discipline, 
how the executive branch can have certain 
tools to work with the legislative branch 
to make sure that they’re—responsible 
spending. Every one of these Governors 
have got a line-item veto, and they’ve used 
it wisely, and they shared their experiences 
with me. And the reason they did so is 

because we’re urging Congress to give this 
President and future Presidents the oppor-
tunity to be able to have what is very much 
similar to a line-item veto. And the Amer-
ican people expect their money to be spent 
wisely. The President needs to have a tool 
to be able to work with the Congress so 
that that money is spent wisely. 

I appreciate the support of both Repub-
licans and Democrats on the Hill in sup-
porting the bill that we’ve submitted. I urge 
the Congress to pass this type of legislation 
so that we can work together to get our 
deficit cut in half by 2009, but, more im-
portantly, assure the American people that 
we’re being wise about how we use their 
money. 

I thank you all very much. Thank you 
all for coming. I appreciate it. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister 
Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq; and senior Al Qaida 
associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi, who was 
killed in Baquba, Iraq, on June 7. 

Remarks Following Discussions With President Michelle Bachelet Jeria of 
Chile 
June 8, 2006 

President Bush. It is such an honor for 
me to welcome to the Oval Office the 
President of Chile. Madam President, wel-
come. 

President Bachelet. Thank you. 
President Bush. I was told ahead of time 

that I was to meet a very charming person, 
and my briefers were right. I appreciate 
very much your dedication to values that 
are important: human rights and human de-
cency, the right for people to be able to 

speak freely and to vote. I admire your 
personal story. I also thought it was very 
interesting that the President, before she 
came to see me, went by a middle school 
where she had been educated. It shows 
that she’s dedicated to education and the 
welfare of the people. 

I assured her that the United States of 
America shares her same sense of social 
justice and that our desire is to help, when 
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