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look forward to signing this important legis-
lation into law.

Statement on Congressional Passage on Mine Safety Legislation

June 7, 2006

I am pleased that the Congress has acted
in a bipartisan way to pass important mine
safety legislation. This legislation will com-
plement the Mine Safety and Health Ad-
ministration’s efforts to enhance mine safe-
ty training, improve safety and communica-
tions technology, and provide emergency
caches of breathable air for miners. The
bill also increases penalties for those who

violate mine safety laws. America’s miners
and their families can be confident that
their Government is committed to taking
measures that will help prevent accidents
and save lives. I look forward to signing
this bill into law.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 2803.

Remarks on the Death of Senior Al Qaida Associate Abu Musab Al

Zarqawi
June 8, 2006

Good morning. Last night in Iraq,
United States military forces killed the ter-
rorist Al Zarqawi. At 6:15 Baghdad time,
Special Operation forces, acting on tips and
intelligence  from  Iragis, confirmed
Zarqawi’s location and delivered justice to
the most wanted terrorist in Iraq.

Zargawi was the operational commander
of the terrorist movement in Iraq. He led
a campaign of car bombings, assassinations,
and suicide attacks that has taken the lives
of many American forces and thousands of
innocent Iraqis. Usama bin Laden called
this Jordanian terrorist “the prince of Al
Qaida in Iraq.” He called on the terrorists
around the world to listen to him and obey
him. Zarqawi personally beheaded Amer-
ican hostages and other civilians in Iraq.
He masterminded the destruction of the
United Nations headquarters in Baghdad.
He was responsible for the assassination of
an American diplomat in Jordan and the
bombing of a hotel in Amman.

Through his every action, he sought to
defeat America and our coalition partners
and turn Iraq into a safe haven from which
Al Qaida could wage its war on free na-
tions. To achieve these ends, he worked
to divide Iraqis and incite civil war. And
only last week, he released an audio tape
attacking Iraq’s elected leaders and de-
nouncing those advocating the end of sec-
tarianism.

Now Zargawi has met his end, and this
violent man will never murder again. Iraqis
can be justly proud of their new Govern-
ment and its early steps to improve their
security. And Americans can be enormously
proud of the men and women of our
Armed Forces, who worked tirelessly with
their Iragi counterparts to track down this
brutal terrorist and to put him out of busi-
ness.

The operation against Zarqawi was con-
ducted with courage and professionalism by
the finest military in the world. Coalition
and Iraqi forces persevered through years
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