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Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Dec. 19 

a great military. We’re great because of 
the men and women who serve. We’re 
great because they’re well trained. We’re 
also great because they’re decent people 
who care about a neighbor in need. 

So Laura and I are thrilled to be here. 
Thank you all for your service. 

Volunteer. Thank you. 

Volunteer. No problem, sir. 
The President. Okay, we’re getting to 

work. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:18 p.m. at 
the Naval District Washington Anacostia 
Annex. 

Statement on House of Representatives Action on the Legislative Agenda 
December 19, 2005 

I appreciate the House of Representa-
tives for its work to meet key national pri-
orities, including funding the war on terror, 
voting to renew provisions of the PATRIOT 
Act, assisting hurricane victims, reducing 
our dependence on foreign sources of oil, 
and preparing against the threat of an avian 
flu pandemic. I also applaud the House 

for being wise with taxpayer dollars and 
approving a significant reduction in spend-
ing on entitlements. I thank the Speaker 
and the House leaders, Chairman Nussle, 
and the chairmen of the authorizing com-
mittees for their leadership. I urge the Sen-
ate to send these bills to my desk promptly 
so that I can sign them into law. 

Statement on the Inauguration of the Afghan National Assembly 
December 19, 2005 

I congratulate the Afghan people on the 
inauguration of the new Afghan national 
assembly. Today is another milestone in Af-
ghanistan’s historic transition to a stable 
and democratic state governed by the rule 
of law. A freely and fairly elected legisla-
ture plays a vital role in the life of a rep-

resentative democracy. I applaud the mem-
bers of the national assembly on their serv-
ice to their country and support their ef-
forts, with President Karzai and his Govern-
ment, to improve the lives of the Afghan 
people. 

Message on the Observance of Christmas 2005 
December 19, 2005 

‘‘Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and his name shall be called Emman-
uel’’—which means, God with us. 

MATTHEW 1:23 

More than 2,000 years ago, a virgin gave 
birth to a Son, and the God of heaven 
came to Earth. Mankind had received its 
Savior, and to those who had dwelled in 
darkness, the light of hope had come. Each 
Christmas, we celebrate that first coming 
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