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Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of PATRIOT Act

Reauthorization Legislation
December 14, 2005

The PATRIOT Act is essential to fighting
the war on terror and preventing our en-
emies from striking America again. I com-
mend the House for voting today on a bi-
partisan basis to reauthorize the PATRIOT
Act.

The legislation reauthorizes the 16
sunsetting provisions and makes all but two
permanent. It bolsters the law’s significant
protection of privacy and civil liberties. The
legislation includes important provisions re-
garding seaport security, mass transpor-
tation security, and terrorist financing. It
creates a new National Security Division
at the Department of Justice, which was
an important recommendation of the WMD

Commission that I support. It includes im-
portant provisions to strengthen Federal ef-
forts to combat the dangerous proliferation
of methamphetamine, which has affected
communities across the Nation.

The PATRIOT Act is scheduled to expire
at the end of the month, but the terrorist
threat will not expire on that schedule. In
the war on terror, we cannot afford to be
without this law for a single moment. I
urge the Senate to pass this legislation
promptly and reauthorize the PATRIOT
Act.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 3199.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives on Use of
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations

December 14, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I am notifying the Congress of my intent
to use funds provided in Public Law 107-
38, the Emergency Supplemental Appro-
priations Act for Recovery from and Re-
sponse to Terrorist Attacks on the United
States, FY 2001, for improvements to the
White House Situation Room to enhance
the capabilities of the White House in the
war on terrorism.

At this time, $3.3 million will be trans-
ferred from the Emergency Response Fund
to the Department of Defense. As provided
in Public Law 107-38, these funds will be
made available to the Department of De-
fense immediately.

The details of this action are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

1857
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