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Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of PATRIOT Act

Reauthorization Legislation
December 14, 2005

The PATRIOT Act is essential to fighting
the war on terror and preventing our en-
emies from striking America again. I com-
mend the House for voting today on a bi-
partisan basis to reauthorize the PATRIOT
Act.

The legislation reauthorizes the 16
sunsetting provisions and makes all but two
permanent. It bolsters the law’s significant
protection of privacy and civil liberties. The
legislation includes important provisions re-
garding seaport security, mass transpor-
tation security, and terrorist financing. It
creates a new National Security Division
at the Department of Justice, which was
an important recommendation of the WMD

Commission that I support. It includes im-
portant provisions to strengthen Federal ef-
forts to combat the dangerous proliferation
of methamphetamine, which has affected
communities across the Nation.

The PATRIOT Act is scheduled to expire
at the end of the month, but the terrorist
threat will not expire on that schedule. In
the war on terror, we cannot afford to be
without this law for a single moment. I
urge the Senate to pass this legislation
promptly and reauthorize the PATRIOT
Act.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 3199.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives on Use of
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations

December 14, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I am notifying the Congress of my intent
to use funds provided in Public Law 107-
38, the Emergency Supplemental Appro-
priations Act for Recovery from and Re-
sponse to Terrorist Attacks on the United
States, FY 2001, for improvements to the
White House Situation Room to enhance
the capabilities of the White House in the
war on terrorism.

At this time, $3.3 million will be trans-
ferred from the Emergency Response Fund
to the Department of Defense. As provided
in Public Law 107-38, these funds will be
made available to the Department of De-
fense immediately.

The details of this action are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH
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Remarks at “Christmas in Washington”

December 11, 2005

Thank you all. Thank you very much.
Laura and I have really enjoyed the pro-
gram tonight. We want to thank all the
entertainers for their wonderful perform-
ances. I thank Dr. Phil and Robin for being
such fine emcees for this event. I want
to thank Carrie Underwood, CeCe Winans,
Ciara, Jane Monheit, Rascal Flatts, The
Click Five, and all the performers and
choirs that were here.

We particularly want to thank George
Stevens, the executive producer of “Christ-
mas in Washington,” and his wife, Liz, as
well as Michael Stevens, who’s the pro-
ducer and director of “Christmas in Wash-
ington,” and his wife, Ali, who is the talent
producer for “Christmas in Washington.”
I thank Dick Parsons, who is the chairman
and the CEO of Time Warner, and his
wife, Linda.

In this season of giving, we count our
blessings, and we remember that we are
called on to do good works for those in
need. On a special day in Bethlehem, the
birth of a child brought hope to the world.

And at this time of year, we are especially

grateful to those whose work brings hope
and health to children.

“Christmas in Washington™ supports the
Children’s National Medical Center. All
year long, the doctors and nurses and staff
of this hospital are providing care, restoring
health, and putting the light back into the
eyes of children. I thank tonight’s sponsors
and contributors for their support of this
important work.

As we celebrate the holidays, we also
remember the men and women who serve
and defend America. Our military men and
women and their families have the support
and the gratitude of our entire Nation.

To all Americans, Laura and I wish you
a joyful and peaceful holiday season. God
bless you all, and Merry Christmas.

NoOTE: The President spoke at approximately
7 p.m. in the National Building Museum. In
his remarks, he referred to television host
Phillip “Dr. Phil” McGraw, and his wife,
Robin; and Laura, wife of Richard D. Par-
sons. The transcript was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 15.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Iraqi Out-of-Country Voters

December 15, 2005

I've just had the really enjoyable experi-
ence of visiting with some Iraqi citizens
who voted in the elections today. And you
might notice, they've got their—got the lit-
tle ink-stained fingers there.

And, first of all, T was struck by how
joyous they were to be able to vote for
a Government, a permanent Government
under a new Constitution. We take it for
granted in America because we tend to—
we vote quite often in this country. These
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good folks got to vote for the first time
for a permanent Government.

And there’s a lot of joy, as far as I'm
concerned, in seeing the Iragi people ac-
complish this major milestone in the march
to democracy. Millions of people voted.
And T haven’t seen all the tabulations of
the vote, but we're certain that the turnout
was significant and that the violence was
down.

And, first, I want to congratulate the
Iraqi citizens for being courageous and—
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