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militarily. But that means using the influ-
ence of the United States to work with
others to help freedom spread.

And that’'s what youre seeing in Iraq.
And it’s hard. It’s hard for a country that
has come from dictatorship 2% years ago
to become a democracy. It is hard work.
There’s a lot of resentment and anger and
bitterness. But I believe it's going to hap-
pen. And the only way it won’t happen
is if we leave, if we lose our nerve, if we
allow the terrorists to achieve their objec-
tive. The only way we can lose this is for
us to say to the terrorists, “Maybe you
aren’t dangerous after all—you know, by
leaving, maybe that youll become hos-
pitable, you know, decent citizens of the
world.” That’s not reality. And my job as
the President is to see the world the way
it is, not the way we hope it is.

I, again, want to thank you for giving
me the chance to come and deliver this
speech. I'm grateful for your interest. May
God bless you all, and may God continue
to bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:16 a.m. at
the Park Hyatt Philadelphia. In his remarks,
he referred to Buntzie Churchill, president,
and William R. Sasso, vice chairman, board
of directors, World Affairs Council of Phila-
delphia; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al
Qaida terrorist organization; Prime Minister
Ibrahim al-Jafari, Deputy President Ghazi al-
Ujayl al-Yawr, Minister of Defense Sadun al-
Dulaymi, and Speaker of the Transistional
National Assembly Hajim al-Hassani of Iraq.
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these
remarks.

Statement on the Death of Gebran Tueni

December 12, 2005

The murder of Gebran Tueni, a Leba-
nese patriot, Member of Parliament, and
publisher of one of Lebanon’s leading
newspapers, is yet another act of violence
aimed at subjugating Lebanon to Syrian
domination and silencing the Lebanese
press. Mr. Tueni was a well-known oppo-
nent of Syrian interference in Lebanon.
Like so many other brave Lebanese, Mr.
Tueni knew that his courageous stand on
behalf of Lebanon’s independence and
freedom carried great risk. Despite these

dangers to his life, he returned to Lebanon
a day before his assassination to continue
his efforts to promote freedom and democ-
racy in his country.

I strongly condemn the savage attack on
Mr. Tueni and extend my condolences to
his family and the families of the other
innocent victims killed in Lebanon. Syria
must comply with United Nations Security
Council Resolutions 1559, 1595, and 1636
and end its interference in Lebanon once
and for all.

Remarks Following a Roundtable Discussion on Medicare in Springfield,

Virginia
December 13, 2005

Dr. Mark McClellan and I have just
heard from folks who have been analyzing

and/or helping people analyze the current
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