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who will strictly interpret the Constitution
of the United States of America.

I look forward to working with the
United States Senator Mark Kennedy, who
will make sure that the judges I name,
those strict constructionists, those who will
not try to legislate from the bench, are
given an up-or-down vote on the floor of
the United States Senate and confirmed—
judges like John Roberts and Judge Sam
Alito.

So I've come to thank you for supporting
a good man. I've come to lay out my opin-
ion, and that is, he’s the right person for
the job. He thinks right. He acts right. He’s
not one of these kind of politicians that
takes a poll and then tries to figure out

The President’s Radio Address
December 10, 2005

Good morning. This week, members of
a House and Senate conference committee
reached an agreement on reauthorization
of the PATRIOT Act. Since its passage
after the attacks of September the 11th,
2001, the PATRIOT Act has proved essen-
tial to fighting the war on terror and pre-
venting our enemies from striking America
again.

This week’s agreement would renew all
16 provisions of the PATRIOT Act that
are scheduled to expire at the end of this
month, and it would make 14 of these pro-
visions permanent. It reauthorizes critical
national security tools while bolstering the
PATRIOT Act’s significant protections of
civil liberties. It also includes provisions to
fight crime and terrorism at America’s sea-
ports and tougher criminal penalties and
increased resources to combat the dan-
gerous spread of methamphetamine abuse
throughout our country.

I applaud the conference committee for
its good work. Now Congress needs to fin-
ish the job. Both the Senate and the House

what to believe. We got too many of those
in Washington, DC. We need straight
shooters, people of principle, and people
who care deeply about the State of Min-
nesota. And that person is Mark Kennedy.
Thanks for coming, and God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:34 p.m. at
the Hilton Minneapolis Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to senatorial candidate
Kennedy’s wife, Debbie, and his daughter,
Sarah; Gov. Timothy Pawlenty and Lt. Gov.
Carol Molnau of Minnesota; Rudy Bosch-
witz, head of the U.S. delegation to the
United Nations Commission on Human
Rights; and former President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq.

need to hold a prompt vote and send me
a bill renewing the PATRIOT Act so I can
sign it into law.

Over the past 4 years, the PATRIOT Act
has been a strong weapon for going after
the terrorists. America’s law enforcement
and intelligence personnel have put the PA-
TRIOT Act to wise and effective use while
protecting our civil liberties. They have
used the law to prosecute terrorist
operatives and supporters or break up ter-
ror cells in New York, Oregon, Virginia,
California, Texas, and Ohio. The PATRIOT
Act has accomplished exactly what it was
designed to do—it has protected American
liberty and saved American lives.

By renewing the PATRIOT Act, we will
ensure that our law enforcement and intel-
ligence officers have the tools they need
to protect our citizens. The PATRIOT Act
tore down the legal and bureaucratic wall
that kept law enforcement and intelligence
authorities from sharing vital information
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about terrorist threats. Now law enforce-
ment and intelligence officers are working
together.

The PATRIOT Act also allowed Federal
investigators to pursue terrorists with the
same tools they already use against other
criminals. For example, before the PA-
TRIOT Act, it was easier to track the
phone calls of a drug dealer than the phone
calls of a terrorist. Before the PATRIOT
Act, it was easier to get the credit card
receipts of a tax cheat than those of an
Al Qaida bankroller. The PATRIOT Act
ended these double standards. The theory
is straightforward: If we have good tools
to fight street crime and fraud, then law
enforcement should have at least the same
tools to fight terrorism.

The PATRIOT Act is helping America
defeat our enemies while safeguarding civil
liberties for all our people. The judicial
branch has a strong oversight role in the
application of the PATRIOT Act. Under
the act, law enforcement officers need a
Federal judge’s permission to wiretap a for-
eign terrorist’s phone or search his prop-
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erty. Congress also oversees our use of the
PATRIOT Act. Attorney General Gonzales
delivers regular reports on the PATRIOT
Act to the House and the Senate.

The valuable protections of the PA-
TRIOT Act will expire at the end of this
month if Congress fails to act, but the ter-
rorist threats will not expire on that sched-
ule. In the war on terror, we cannot afford
to be without this vital law for a single
moment. So, I urge Congress to approve
the conference committee agreement
promptly and reauthorize the PATRIOT
Act.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:32 a.m.
on December 9 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
December 10. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
December 9 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks to the World Affairs Council of Philadelphia and a Question-and-
Answer Session in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

December 12, 2005

Thanks for the warm welcome. Thank
you for the chance to come and speak to
the Philadelphia World Affairs Council.
This is an important organization that has,
since 1949, has provided a forum for de-
bate and discussion on important issues.
I've come to discuss an issue that’s really
important, and that is victory in the war
on terror.

And that war started on September the
11th, 2001, when our Nation awoke to a
sudden attack. Like generations before us,
we have accepted new responsibilities.
We're confronting dangers with new re-
solve. We're taking the fight to those who
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attacked us and to those who share their
murderous vision for future attacks. We will
fight this war without wavering, and we’ll
prevail.

The war on terror will take many turns,
and the enemy must be defeated on
many—on every battlefield, from the
streets of Western cities to the mountains
of Afghanistan, to the tribal regions of Paki-
stan, to the islands of Southeast Asia, and
to the Horn of Africa. Yet the terrorists
have made it clear that Iraq is the central
front in their war against humanity, so we
must recognize Iraq is the central front in
the war on terror.
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